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TO THE READER. 



TttE following Sketches relate to a coun- 
try, whose greatest misfortune has been 
the obscurity in which its peculiar circum- 
stances have tended to involve it, and the 
ignorance and misconception that have 
prevailed with respept to its real condi- 
tion and local advantages. The author 
does not profess to give a particular ac- 
count of the present political, commercial, 
and agricultural state of Upper Canada, 
much less to treat these important sub- 
jects with that minuteness and attention 
which -they eminently deserve; but the 
details which the ensuing pages contain 
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will, it is believed, prove acceptable to all 
descriptions of readers ; for, being chiefly 
of a domestic and personal nature they 
will convey a kind of information concern- 
ing the country, such as has not hitherto 
Ijften <rffered to thepubU0, and such a^im^ 
could not expect to meet with in « booli 
that is essentially devoted* to the consir 
deration of its general circumstances an4 
condition* 

The author spent two years and a half 
in Upper CanadUi, and, in the course oi that 
time, resided in various parts of the Pro- 
vince. He enjoyed numCTO^s opportimi- 
ties erf inspepting its new settlements ; fio 
that all the statements, for the informa- 
tics of emigrants^ contained in the fouTT 
teenth letter, are the result of personal 
observation. 
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The interest that ahnost all works on 
North America have recently excited^ 
will, it is hoped, be extended to this, 
which has some claim upon the public at- 
tention, in so far as it relates to the most 
valuable and important of our colonial 
-possessions in that part of the world. 
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SKETCHES 



UPPER CANADA. 



LETTER I. 



Mcmtreal— ^Emigrants landing — Stoiy of the Cabin Boy-^Ont- 
sldrts of Montreal— La Cbine-^Fine scene there—Caksh 
and Driyeiv- French Canadians — Ameriom Innkeeper — St 
Ann's— River Ottavra— -Forests — ^Appearance of the country 
and crops — Boy and broad-rimmed hat*— Rapids of Les Cedres 
—Navigation of the St Lawrence. 

You may remember, my dear friend, when I 
promised to present you with occasional sketches 
of those things that 'might fall mider my observa- 
tion, after I reached this side of the Atlantic, I 
did not include Lower Canada in my engage- 
ments, as the rapidity with which I expected to 
pass through it, would, I supposed, prevent me 
firom becoming much acquainted with what it 
contained, and Ukewise, because it is infinitely 
better known, and more &miliar to every one, 
than the sister province. However, before I en- 
ter into any details connected with Upper Ca- 
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nada, I shall give you a superficial account of 
my journey from Montreal to Glengary, which 
is the first settlement beyond the boundary-line 
that divides the two countries. This will enable 
me to intioduce ywi gradually to the factrbarisms 
of Upper Canada ; for were I to plunge suddenly 
into the woods, and bring you among bears, In- 
dians, and log-huts, your nerves might receive 
such a shock as would render you timid about 
continuing longer in my company. 

I shall always feel a pleasure in recollecting 
tbe time I spent in Montreal. The Ughtness of 
the streets, the neatness of the boilings, the hos- 
pitality and polished maimers of ^be peisple, and 
the air of enterprize and activity that is every 
where exhibited in it, are truly attractive, and 
appear to particular advantage when contrasted 
with the dulness, gloom, and dirtmess of Quebee. 

Those individtials of the lower classes that one 
meets in the streets of Montreal, carry with them 
an appearance of vigour, contentment, and g^yety, 
very diiferent from the comfortless and despond- 
ing looks that characterize the manufacturing 
population of the large towns of Britain. When 
in the midst of a crowd, the tone of our feelings 
often depends more upon the degree of happiness 
exhibited by those around us, than by whiat we 
actually enjoy ourselves ; and a man cannot fail to 
experience a lively pleasure when he walks through 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



a iomtM, Md .perceives tbit«. large pix^orticm of 
its inhaUbbnktft ave dkrangerli tabegi^my and wo. 
Xbe strieofaK^ dilr citm hi Baitmh d&play sttdi • 
iuooebsni of Inia^bable bcin^ tfaot One^b often 
iiMiiDi^^i^MIt trairtnkig' then^ torbeiQt)inei«iiii« 
cai to ciyilimtiQn ; as half the objecto that pwifiit 
tbmisehca bSoA evidarce of tbe wasto of ht$cp^ 
pineal wfakdi its puicfaaae oeeaikiia. Montreal it 
aa yet ajatrangtr to Aose niaeries wkich a suiv 
plii3 labouiing pc^i^tioii never {bSAb to pfodnee^ 
and ivilt prdbfAty continue so, as long aa vacant 
landa lie c^n^ in all parts of Canada, tot the le^ 
ooptiott cf settlers. 

Qtkbec has mudi: moce the appearanee of a 
coUHnerdal city than Montie^ Atpresmt^oonK 
pentivaly iiMfr vessela come up the St Lawvence 
aafar aa tbe latter town^ for tbey cannot. move 
from Quehec unle» by tbe help of the tide, or a 
strong breese directly as/tetiL But the tide flows 
only to Three Riveri^ about sixty miles below 
Montreal^ and when they have gained this plaee, 
tiiey must lie at andxxr until a £ivourafale wind 
enables them to stem the emrrent^ which is very 
rapid. However, m: steam.boats now ply be- 
toire^ii the two cities, and transport aH sorts of 
kding much more safely and expeditiously than 
square-rigged vessds can do. 

One morning, I observed a skip and two brigs 
entering the harbour, and on going down to the 

6 
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river some time afterwards, I witnessed the in^ 
teresting spectacle of the disembarkaticMi of a 
number c^ !foitish ^nigrants. The greater part 
were fiom Scc^Umd^ as J quidkly disooyered, and 
a seven wedks passage across the Atlantic did not 
appear to have divested them of a single natiomd 
peculiarity ; but their robust forms were a little 
reduced by the sickness and confinement attend- 
ant upon a long voyage. It amused me to ob- 
serve how the offidousness of the Canadian por- 
ters was damped by the watdifulness and sui^- 
don of tiie Highlanders ; many an active Cana- 
dian, who had lifted a trunk upon his sh(Hi1ders, 
with the intention of putting it in his littie cart, 
was stopped by the alarmed owner, and divested 
of his burden, amidst abusive exdamaticms in 
Gadic. Most of the emigrants had families, and 
the children formed a large part of the groti^ 
However, I observed several grand&tiiers and 
grandmothers, who, though fi^ble fi'om age and 
infirmity, had accompanied their ofi&pring thus fiur 
in thdr voyage to the terra incognita of Upper 
Canada. They looked round with disconsolate and 
inquiring eyes, and if any^ feature in the appear- 
ance of the town dianced to resemble some part 
of their native village ot dty, it caused a joyfiil 
exclamation, and was eagerly pointed out to the 
notice of the whole crowd. 
The vessel in whidi I had come across the 
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Atlantic lay near the quay, and on approadiing 
her, I observed a ocmstable having in custody 
two fdlows whom I remembered having seen 
during the voyage. , In extreme poverty^ and an- 
xious to get to America, they had concealed them- 
selves in the hold a few days before the vessel 
sailed ; but hunger soon compelled them to make 
thdr appearance on deck, and supplicate for pro- 
visions. The captain, of course, received them 
very ungraciously (for any shipmaster, having on 
board his vessel persons whose names are not in- 
serted in the list examined by the custom-house 
officer before he leaves port, is liable to a penidty 
of one himdred pounds); however, he allowed 
them small rations; but they were not sati^ied 
with these, and displayed the atrodty of their 
characters in the means they employed to obtain 
more. There was a young cabin-boy on board, 
who had fcnmerly been a shepherd, and this being 
his first voyage, he was altogether untainted with 
the vices of a sea Ufe. Destitute of guile, he fell 
a prey to these men, who, by means of whipping 
and menaces, made him steal provisions for them 
i^m the store-room, to wU&ch he had frequent 
access ; but these thefts being soon discovered, a 
severe punishment was inflicted by the captain 
upon this miserable boy. His feelings were har- 
dened, and he became an adept in deceit and 
petty roguery. I shall nev^ forget the counte- 
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nanee of oqe of thme wn e tc h tt wiio foread iuoi 
tQ coMmit thefts &ff it tms not &e Iroe cff a «com'> 
moa viUaiii. Tiabfiend mid Im cDmpsnion were 
stpongljr suspected cf hamng einsded the 1«W8 of 
tlieir native ooantry, and wexe tbcrefoie pkcod 
under tiie charge of a constable, that thej miglit 
undergo an esauinatioQ* 

Montreal Improves with great lapiditj^ and 
will so6n OQntoin some very pretty fitreeta. Its 
siAurias and outskirts 'me ^ipbdilished by nu-^ 
meroos vsllas, baik in tlie En^ish style, and 
many of these am surrounded fay jdeasure 
grounds, the variety and beauty of which, prov«e 
the wiedth aud taste of their owners. The inha- 
bitants of this dty po8Biess mueh fiberalky of sen- 
timent, wfaidi they tlike display in their fao^i* 
tahty to strangers, in their mode of life, and in 
their mereantile tranqactious; and they lay out 
their money wi& a qpirit, said an ardour for im* 
^irovement, which is by no Bseans common amoB|f 
those who reside in small commemal towns* 

In travetting from Mcntred to Ija Chine, a 
village mne miles ftulher up the Bt Liawrence, I 
oouid not but remark the Warm and glowing ap^ 
pearance which eveay part of the coimtry exln* 
bited. Tlie air wm so pure and transparent, that 
every beam of the sun seemed to mch the earth 
in unimpaired brilliancy, quickening the luxu- 
rhuit verdure that covi»?ed the fields, troes, and 
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thrubbevy. Beautiful and hnpiov^ fmm lay 
on each side of the road; and instead <^ being 
immured amcxng foacmU, as I had anticipated, I 
saw extensive tracts of land waying in all the 
gayety and loveliness of harvest. 

Aflar an amusing ride, which lasted more than 
an hour, I stopped at La Chine. There is a 
portly between the two places, for the Rapids of 
the St Lawr^ioe intorupt the navigation, and 
eonsequently all stores and goods, intended for 
t^ uf^)er country, are ocmveyed from Montreal 
to La Chine by land. At the latter i^ce, they 
aie put into flat^bottomed boats, called batUoMuv, 
whkh are rowed up the river, with incredible la<- 
bour, by Canadians, whom the forwarders engage 
at a certain sum during the season^ La Chine is 
^ thus rendered a place of some importance, which 
otherwise it would not be; Imt stiU it merely 
consists of a few dwelling hcHises, and several 
large stores for the reception of the goods. This 
village is agreeably situated upon the St Law- 
rence, which expands into a breadth of several 
miles, and forma what the Canadians term liake 
St Louis. The sun was just seating when I con* 
tem^lated this scene. Not a sound could be 
heard, but the dull paddling of a canoe which had 
just left the shore. The picturesque dresses of 
the Indians who sat in it, the glittering of their 
toooahawks^ and the figure of the chief, as he 
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stood erect, appearing almost gigantic from the 
state of the horizon, w»e all impressive in the 
highest degree. There is s(»nething powerfully 
affecting in the soenay of a foreign country. 
Any trivial object, if peculiar to it, will render 
the mind susceptible of receiving increased emo- 
tion from other features, which might have be* 
fore been so familiar, that they scarcely excited 
any at alL Often had I contemplated lakes and 
forests with something like indifference, but the 
mere introduction of the Indian canoe awakened 
me to a new feeling concerning them. 

I remained all night at La Chine, and at an 
early hour next morning, was provided with ano- 
^er calash and driver. This man possessed a 
most happy disposition, and was altogether so 
free and degage in his manner, that he afforded 
me much amusement Though a carpenter by 
trade, he kept a calash for the accommodation of 
travellers, and would either drive a horse or a 
nail, as best suited his puipose. The Canadian 
post-horses are in appearance the most wretched 
animals imaginable, being lank, clumsy, and 
rough-coated ; but they become both active and 
spirited under the influence of the whip, which 
their drivers generally use very freely. I believe 
no member of the Four-ih-hand Club, when 
mounted on the box, feels more elated than the 
Canadian peasant does while driving his sorry 
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horse and slmclding cliariot He ig all 1^ and 
gayety, and talks to his horse and to the traveller 
alternately. He points out the beauties cf the 
prospect, and if the carriage or harness gives way, 
he dismounts and repairs it, regains his seat, and 
dashes on. He relieves his hwse by walking up 
every hill, and ocmipliments himself upon this 
sacrifice, by calling to the animal, ^^ Ah pau/ore 
chevcd! Votis avez un bon maitrer &c. The Ca- 
nadian peasantry display a native politeness, a 
presence of mind, and a degree of address, whidi, 
though extremely {leasing, sometimes betray 
their possessors into too much familiarity; how- 
ever, there is so much gayety and sentiment in 
these mistakes, that one cannot but heartily ex- 
cuse them. My drivers always shook hands with 
me, and wished me a good journey, before we 
parted, and they sometimes politely asked me to 
join them in drinking a glass of dder. The 
Canadians are dark-complexioned, and generally 
meagre, although rather athletic. Their eyes are 
small, sparkling, and animated ; biit none of the 
men have any pretendons to personal beauty. 

I stopped to breakfast at a beautiful spot call- 
ed St Anns. The Grand River Ottawa, in the 
midst of which is the island of Perrot, here joins 
the St Lawrence. I now, for the first time, had 
an opportunity of observing the manners of an 
American innkeeper of the lower order. Gentle- 
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m^n oi this descsiptioiiy ia their aioiety to cU9» 
play a noble spirit of imdepende^iee^ aometime^ 
ferget diose courtesies that are paid to trai^Uers 
by pubHcans in all dviUzed ooimtries; but the IXH>> 
mait one shews hisr^uiiness to be on an equality 
with diem, liiey become tolerably polite, I found 
the maitre d^hotel at St Ann's seated at his do(^, 
poising his chaur on its hind kg^ and swinging 
backwards and forwanb. He took no notice of 
me when I alighted from the calash, nor when I 
walked into the house; no^not even when I de* 
nred him to get breakfiirt ready. But I bud for* 
got myself—^ Will you have the goodness," said 
I, •* to order breakfast for me, if convenient?** 
^^Immediately, squire," replied be, as be rose 
from his diair, and shewed me into an apartment 
In a short time my host returned, and having 
seated himself beside me, entered into familiar 
conversation, and inquired into my affairs, re* 
specting which I did not fail to ^ve him such 
information as put his curiosity upon the rack* 
At first, the familiarities of the tavarn^keepars 
used to irritate me a good deal ; but afterwards 
they only appeared ridiculous, and as it was ne- 
cessary to submit to them, I found it my inte* 
rest to do so with as good a grace as possible. 

Having been thoroughly scrutinized by " mine 
host," I was conducted into a neat room, wher^ 
an excellent breakfast awaited me. The house 
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vms situated in the midst of an orchard, and the 
boughs, kaded with blossoms, dustered romid 
the window, throu^ which I had a view of the 
Grand River Ottawa, rolUng majestically, and 
jittering in the snn. In the midst of the river 
vras the island of Perrot, so luxuriantly wooded, 
tiiat the foliage of the trees desc^ided to the sur« 
fice of the water, and completely concealed the 
bank on which &ey grew. Numerous birds 
flutt;ered in the sunshiny scxnetimes plunging 
into the bosom of the forest, sometimes issuing 
firom its recesses to revei upon the surfoce of the 
water ; and the Idng-fi^r, with oriait {dumage^ 
would often i^ng out <^ the thick copse, like 
a fragment of the ndnbow darting firom bdiind 
a duk doud. All was ^orious, animated, and 
beautifuL 

It is necessary to cross the Ottawa here, and 
the interventicm of the island of Ferret oocasiom 
a double ferry, and, as it were, divides the 
river into two brandies. We crossed the first 
branch, which is about aqdurter of a mile broad, 
on a rait I then reimmed my seat in the calash, 
ai»d we drove along an excellent road, and were 
soon completely embowered in the forest My 
dtuation was new and interesting in the highest 
degree^ for I had never befwe experienced the 
sublimity of a real forest, nor witoessed asucoes- 
sion of trees of such magnitude and beauty. Im- 
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mense oaks grew so close to each side of the road, 
that the mtervenmg space was merely wide 
enough to admit the passage of the calash with- 
out difficulty. The thick recesses of the shade 
around, were impenetrable to the eye, the limit- 
^ed prospect being dosed by a rich green obscu- 
rity, except where a ray of the sun found its 
way through some distant interstice among the 
trees, and betrayed the ^tterihg waters of 
a rivulet, (x the inviting freshness of a green 
bank. 

On reaching the opposite Aie of St Perrot, we 
again embarked in a raft, and were conveyed 
across the other branch of the Ottawa, and land- 
ed upon the continent of America. 

The country, through which we now passed, 
was open, level, and in a high state of cultivation* 
Red wheat, buck wheat, rye, and Indian com, 
were the principal kinds of grain to be met with ; 
but I saw several fields of excellent barley, and 
oats were not unfrequent, though they seemed to 
be stinted in growth, and of 'inferior quality. 
But, notwithstanding the fine crops, one might 
easily perceive, that the British system of hus- 
bandry was not pursued, for the lands were in- 
differently ploughed, and for the most part over- 
run with weeds. The potatoes and turnips were 
carelessly put in, and had evidently received no 
attention afterwards. With respect to farming. 
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I believe, the French Canadians are fuHy as bi^ 
gotted as the lower orders of our Scotdi agricol- 
turi^ ; for, like the latter, when any innovation 
is proposed, iheiy invariably refer to the practioe 
of their ancestors, and often act alike against in^ 
terest smd evidence. 

The houses of the Canadian fanners are almost 
all formed of wood^ The proprietors display no 
taste whatevOT in selecting aites for their dwelt 
ings, whidi are as often placed in a swamp as on 
a dry eminence, and never have a tree near theoi, 
if it is possible to avoid it There is no difficulty 
in explaining the cause of the aversion vnA 
which the CiEmadians regard trees. Their earliest 
labour is that of chopping them down-*-they pre* 
aent on every side an obstacle to the improve* 
ment of their &rms — and, even after the land is 
cultivated, the roots and stumps impede plough- 
ing, and other field occupations. What would 
be the conceptions of an uninformed Canadian, 
were he told, that the Agricultural Society in 
En^and give a reward, annually, to the person 
who plants the greatest number of trees ? 

The country continued extremely level, and 
perfectly dry, with the exception of a few scat- 
tered marshy spots. But the fields, though 
smooth, had no regularity of form, and were di- 
vided by wooden fences. This is annoying to 
the eyes of a British traveller, who has been ae- 
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customed to 866 bii& cndosed wi& diom hedgei^ 
fbr the ammation mnd vmety tiiey oominimicate 
to an apea and cultivated cotmtiy^ con Gcdj be 
estimated, by ccmtemplatiiig a prospect of wfatoh 
they do not form a part 

The road was enlivened witti carriages of va*- 
lioua descripticma, but I saw very few foot pas- 
sengers. Almost every farmer is able to keep 
what is caUed an estcMishment^ viz. a horse and 
calash, and indeed the heat in Lower Caimda^ 
daring summer, is so extreme, that no person at* 
tempts to walk any die^anoe except from neoes*^ 
fiily; therefore one seldom sees any of those hum*- 
Ue half-gentleman pedestrians, that are so offaen 
to be met with on the public roads in Britain^ 
dressed in tarnished ck)thes, and carrying bun^ 
dies over their shoulders, suqiended from the 
end of their walking-sticks. 

I was much struck with the politeness of the 
common Canadians* They never passed without 
uncovering ; and when two drivers came within 
call, they always saluted each other by the word 
monsieur. The children make a low obeisanoe to 
every genteel stranger; and I cannot help men- 
tioning a trifling incident which was occasioned 
by this custom. A little boy, who had apparently 
just begun to walk, stood at the door of a cottage 
with an immense broad-rimmed hat upon his 
head. When I approadied, be took it off and 
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b<m^> but m ^dttemptnig to KgHm the omfc pw 
tore» he found the \v«igfat of < bis chapeau too 
gjteaU and ML forward on Us fitoe, bat nviik^ 
but reoeiTitig any injmy. I tiiotigfat at the mo^ 
ment, that it would have he&t well if the Britidi 
govemment had ftnrnisiied liOEd Amherst with a 
hat of this description, to be wed on his first aui 
dienoe witli th^ Emperor of China. It weuld 
have occasioned a prostration highly gratifying 
to his Majesty, and from its being entirely acci- 
&ntal, of course quite satisfairtory to our adnfi- 
mstration. 

I now began to think tiie scenery a little ipo* 
notonous, when a sudden turn cpf the road broi^^ht 
us again upon the banks of the St Lawvenee, and 
to tile Rsq^ of Les Cedies, wlwdi (oesent a» 
paiturbed expanse c^ foam, rushing oyer a rocky 
bed with terrific grandeur and vehemence. The 
rivier is ludf a mile broad here, and such is thera* 
pidity of the current, that the water, when it 
strikes against Hue {^ojecting rocks, is thrown up 
in lai^ jets many feet high. The diannel must 
be oomposed of immeme jutting and fantastic* 
shaped rocks, for the river is so torn and convuls* 
ed by the inequalities over which it is whiried, 
that it pres^its an appearance truly fiightfuL 
Distinct bodies of water appear to dispute ihe 
passage, and to rush against eadi other, without 
intermingling. In some places, the stream glides 
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ID a state of glassy smoothness over beds of gt(me» 
tiD, hnpeded by fragments of rock, it is dashed 
into a state of comminution, and partly whirled 
into the iai in clouds of spray, and in these, mi- 
niabite rainbows may be seen forming and dis- 
appearing at intervals. The middle of the Bapids 
is occupied by a small island, which, being rich- 
ty wooded, adds niuch to the splendour of the 
scene. 

Notwithstanding the dangerous nature of these 
B^ids, the Canadians pass down with boats and 
raflts almost every day, and very few acdd^ts 
happen ; but i^en a boat does fill, or upset, the 
crew inevitably perish. 

The inhabitants of Lower Canada jpropose to 
render the navigation of St Lawrence unintear- 
rupted, by cutting canals at those places wha;e 
the Rapids impede it This is quite practicable, 
but I fear there are not wealth and public spirit 
enough in the two provinces for such an arduous 
undertaking. I say the two provinces, because 
the inhabitants of both would in an equal d^ee 
be benefited by any improvement in the naviga- 
tion of that river, which ministers in so great a 
degree to their mutual convenience and prospe- 
rity. However, an incorporated company have 
lately imdertaken to cut a canal between Mon- 
treal and La Chine, the expense of which is es- 
timated at £80,000 Sterling. It will be about 
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eleven miles in length, and will receive a supply 
of water from the St Lawrence. The trade be- 
tween Upper and Lower Canada is at present so 
great, that the stockholders in the concern con- 
fidently believe, that a large dividend will he- 
dome due to them in the course of three or fbur 
years after the canal has been completed. 



B 
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LETTER II. 

Glengary Settlement-^Settler's aooount of it— Treatment at » 
private house— Present state of the settlement— Scenery 
there— Age of the trees — Nature of the soil — Prospects of the 
settlers— Monotonous scenery — ^Village of Prescott— Brdke- 
yille— Carousing scene there— Tayem and ball-room. 

I SHALL now introduce you to the Upper Pro- 
vince, and for the present dismiss the polished and 
interesting peasantry of Lower Canada, that I 
may make you acquainted with the blunt and un- 
cultivated inhabitants of Glengary, which is the 
first regular settlement in the Upper Province, 
and contmns a large proportion of Scotch, as you 
may conceive from its national appellation. 

I entered the settlement in the evening, and 
the first person I met was a common labourer, 
whistling and walking gaily along, with his axe 
over his shoulder. I accosted him, and had some 
conversation with him, in the course of which he 
informed me, that he had commenced farming 
two years before, not being then possessed of 
subsistence for two months; but things had pros- 
pered with him, and he now owned a house, three 
cows, several sheep, and seven acres of very fine 
wheat. He seemed in high spirits, and conclud- 
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ed his narrative with wishing, that his country- 
men could be made acquainted with the advant- 
ages which Upper Canada afforded to the poor. 

This account filled me with high expectations, 
and the more so, as I had been told that the 
upper part of the settlement was in a state of 
rapid advancement. I therefore hoped to see my 
countrymen elevated in their characters, and im- 
proved in their manners, by the influence of in- 
dependence, and stopped at a private house, 
which my driver had recommended as being 
much superior to the tavern. Here I found a large 
family devouring pork and onions, and a room 
containing as much dirt as it could conveniently 
hold. I had scarcely passed the threshold, when 
I was importuned by signs to take my seat on 
the head of a cask, and helped abundantly to the 
family fare. Resistance was vain, as none of 
the party seemed to understand a word of Eng- 
Ksh, and I suppose my unwillingness to join in 
the repast was attributed to false modesty. 

The evening being far advanced, I was oblige 
ed to resolve upon remaining with them ^ 
night. After listening for a couple of hours to 
Gaelic, I followed the landlord to my bed-room ; 
but the moment he opened the door, a cloud of 
musquitoes and other insects settled upon the 
candle, and extinguished it. He made sighs 
that I should remain a few moments in the dark ; 
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but I followed him down stairs, and firmly dedin* 
ed paying another visit to the apartra^it inta:^* 
ed for me, as it seemed to be already occupied. 

As our road lay through the Glengary settle- 
ment, I had an opportunity next morning of 
seeing it, and was rather disappointed, the im- 
provements bearing no proportion to what I had 
antidpated. The majority of its inhabitants 
were indeed very poor when they commenced 
their labours, and had a variety of disoouragmg 
circumstances to contend with, the principal of 
which were, the peculiarities of the dimate, the 
almost inaccessible situation of thdr farms, the 
badness of the roads, and the immense woods 
which encumbered the soil. They have, in 
some degree, surmounted the greater number of 
these difficulties; but still the settlement is not 
in a very flourishing state, and its inhabitants 
seem too unambitious to profit by the advan- 
tages of thdr condition. A very great tnajority 
of the houses are built of logs, and contain only 
one apartment ; and the possesscsrs display no in- 
clination to improve their mode of life, being 
dirty, ignorant, and obstinate. Few of the 
settlers have more than sixty or seyenty acr^ 
deared, and the generality only thirty or forty; 
yet, how many comforts, and even luxuries 
might persons of moda^ate industry derive fixwa 
a domain of this extent 1 
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Wha© tiiey were {^epmng breakfast, at tlie 
tav^fn at which I had stopped, I strolled out 
for amusement Diminutive log-houses, sur- 
rounded with a few acres of cleared land, pre- 
sented tihemselves in vsurious directions, and the 
feeble vestiges of civilization which these objects 
exhibited, seemed to be derided by the clumps 
of immense oaks that every where waved their 
colossal boughs as if threatening destruction to 
dl below. A profusion of decayed and half- 
burnt timber lay around, and the serpentine 
roots of trees, Mown down by tempests, stretch- 
ed into the air, in the most fantastic fcnrms. 
in different places, piles of blazing timber sent 
forth columns of raioke, which enveloped the 
forestts far and wide. Axes rung in every thick- 
et, and the ear was occasionally startled by 
the crashing of trees foiling to the ground. I 
aittempted to ascertain the age of an oak, that 
had recently been cut down, by counting the 
drcumgirations of the wood, and found it had 
iburisfaed at least two hundred and sixty-seven 
yesu's. Its size, however, was very moderate 
when compared with that of many others which 
grew beside it, and which, from thdr dimensions, 
I judged to be five or six hundred years old. 

The surfoce here, to the depth of several 
inches, is composed almost entirely of decayed 
vegetable matter. The withered leaves, strewed 
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by erery autumn, speedily deocmipose aod unite 
with the soil, and a thin layer being thus added 
annually, a stratum of considerable thickness is 
soon form^, which has hitherto been allowed, in 
most places, to accumulate without disturbance 
from the plough or harrow. Fallen trees likewise 
add a great deal to the surface by their decom- 
position ; they may be observed in all stages of 
decay, from simple rottenness to that of absolute 
desintegration. A soil of this description, as 
you may easily conceive, is rather too rich few 
the common purposes of agriculture; and conse- 
quently the first crops never are so good as those 
that follow. As a proof of its luxuriant quality, 
I may mention, that two fidds were pointed out 
to me which had been cropped twenty-one years 
in succession, without receiving any manure 
whatever. That part of the soil which has beei 
some time under cultivation, presents an appear- 
ance superiiOT to any thing of the kind I have 
ever seen ; being formed entirely of a rich black 
loam resting upon a bed of day. This combi- 
nation is peculiarly adapted for agricultural pur- 
poses, as it possesses the double advantage of 
being easily worked, and, under proper manage- 
ment, not capable of exhaustion. 

Indeed, were it not for the uncommon rich- 
ness of the soil, which yields profusely almost 
without cultivation, the settlers €ouId not obtain 
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m mfaoBteiioe fimn their ftrms until after many 
yean occupation. In sowing wheat, th^ use 
the small proporticm of one bushel, and one 
bushel and a hal^ to the acre. In Ei^land, 
iAixee are required. This extraordinary differ- 
€nee can alone be accounted for by supposii^ 
that, in Upper Canada, the fertiUty of the 
ground causes every individual grain to gemi- 
nate and come to maturity. 

If I were merely a theorist, and omitted to 
take into consideration the influence which the 
diaracter of the inhabitants of Gl^igary must ne- 
cessarily have upon the prosperity of their settle- 
ment, I might say that their fH*esent condition af- 
forded rather a pleasing subject of contempktion. 
I^tivided the slow, hut progressive improvement, 
of the country, is not interrupted by a seccHid war 
or any other, political drounstance, every farmer 
will eartainly soon become independent This 
may possibly produce an amelioration in their 
manners and habits, which are at present suffi- 
ciently uncouth, and likewise, perhaps, an ambi- 
tion to distinguish themselves by other qualities 
than those of prudence and industry. The means 
of education, now very limited, must increase 
with the settlement ; and the children of its pre- 
seat inhabitants, if allowed to enjoy the advan- 
ti^ of intellectual cultivation, will be raised 
several degrees in the scale of society, and their 
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afciU, will triinmpfa over rusticity atul igaoBMMX^ 
and baoomfe i«^ecteUe aiiht inm Hbevt iaivcinki* 
$taiKl^ and thek floqukldmciitSk 

I tiraveUei upwards id sixtf imle8» after lea^^* 
ix^ tiiQ aiengsopy sbtiimnjeat, withoufc afawrvk^ 
any tMng letnarksMe in the country through 
whirii I passed, or nesting vn^ a sin^ adren^ 
ture that is worthy of notiea Hal£>cuUivated 
fields, logJioiises, and extensive finreats^ all along 
composed the monotonoas seen^ ^toept when«i 
ooecasional glance at the St Lawrence relkfT«d 
the eye, and awakened in the mind hqpes of 
soon enjoying a more animated proapeet The 
seen^ of Upper Oinada is ratiicr destitute dT 
variety and interest A leirel oouaatry, when til 
a bi^ state of cultivation, and embellished tsiib 
viAlaa, gardens, and ^eoanre-gronnds, may si^ppem 
both beauft^d aiod pictitmqcie, hot without these 
oli^ects^ it must always afi(»d a didl imd unvaried 
fHTOspeoL 

There are two smaU villagei^ situated on the. 
bank of the St Jjawrenee, within twdve mike 
of each other, c^ed Fresoott and BrdkeviUe.-^ 
Prescott contains twenty or thirty houses, and 
likewise a mud fi^rt, which is occupied by a few 
soldiers. Within the fort stands a Uock^hotisie, 
proof against musketry. The csoinon^ plairted 
i^pon the mud wall which enoirclea it» we so 
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fiic€sd> i^kt on enemy, altiioitgft in possesfiSon of 
the ramparts, could not turn them upon the be- 
deged without much kibour taoA difficulty, while 
he woidd be completely exposed to the dis^ 
charge of small aitns from numeroiK loop-holes 
in the block-house. This place is called Fwt 
WteBingttm, and was a position of some imp6r^ 
taiioe during the last warr The officer in oom^ 
mand would not admit me within the walls, un« 
til he had ascertained that I was not an Ameri« 
can ; but this ^wcsaution has been quite ineffec- 
tual in excluding our rirals, for individuals, be* 
kmging to the army of the United States, have 
rq>eatedly visited and examined this fort 

Fresoott, althcMigh no more than a village at 
pi^esent^ must eventually become a place of some 
importance, for it may be termed the head of 
the sdiooner and sloop navigation. If proper 
canals are oit at the Rapids in the Lower Pro- 
vince, schooners, and even squaie-rigged vessels, 
will find no difficulty in plying between Mon- 
treal and IVesoott ; but they cannot go &rther, 
as, &om the latter place to Kingston, a distance 
of fifty^five miles, the channel of the river is so 
obstructed, and the current so ra{Hd, that small 
fiteam*boats, or flat*b<rttonied crafty could alone 
navigate it with safety. Presoott must thua 
be made a depot for all the merchandize sent to 
the western parts of the province, and likewise 
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for all the produce forwarded fiom thence to 
Montreal. 

The opmion and recommendation of an ex- 
perienced traveller, induced me to discharge my 
carriage at Brokeville, and determine upon {nro- 
ceeding to Kingston by water. The road, I was 
told, was extremely bad, and the &ce of Ihe 
country almost a Jhc simile of what I had seen, 
consequently I felt no inclination to follow the 
land route. 

I accordingly secured a passage in a bateau, 
and in the evening, after it got dark, I st3x>lled 
to the side of the river, that I might ascertain 
whether or not my baggage was safely put on 
board; and there I found the crew carousing 
after the fatigues of the day. They Imd kindled 
a fire upon the beach, and were mt^dng ready 
supper. Some reclined aroimd the fire, talking 
barbarous French, and uttering the most horrid 
oaths ; others sat in the boats, and sung trouba* 
dour songs ; and a third party was engaged in 
distributing the provisions. They resembled a 
band of fi-eebooters. Most of them were very 
athletic, and had the sharp physiognomy and 
sparkling eyes of a Canadian. The red glare of 
the fire communicated additional animaticm to 
their rude features ; and their bushy black beards, 
and discordant voices, rend^ed them rather a 
formidable-looking set of people. 
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After my return to the tavern, my host con- 
ducted me up to the second story of his hotel, 
and into a large room, nearly fifty feet long, and 
broad in proportion. I could imperfectly dis- 
tinguish, by the feeble light of a single candle, 
that there was a bed in each comer of it, and at 
the same time, I heard distant stertorous mur- 
murs, which seemed to proceed firom the lungs 
of some person who was asleep. My attendant 
informed me that the apartment was a ball- 
room, and as it occupied the whole upper floor, 
he had no bedchambers in his house. I inquir- 
ed if dances frequently took place there : ** Well, 
I guess not," said he, ** but I calculate upon 
tha:^ being one next winter; in these low times 
people a'nt so spry* as they used to be." I have 
since found that very many inns are built upon 
the same principle as that at Brokeville. To 
have a ball-room seems to be the height of every 
publican's ambition in Upper Canada, and the 
convenience, comfort, and synametry, of their 
houses are often sacrificed, that they may be 
able to furnish accommodations for a dancing 
party once a-year. 

* Lively. 
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LETTER III. 

Batteaux — ^Water of the St Lawrence— Its singular effects — 
Canadian boatmen — Lake of the Thousand Islands — Currents 
•^We httd upon an island— False alarm-^Deer^lmnt 1^ 
tMri]*%ht^-^Part7 of Indians arrire^-Their dress and beli»- 
vknuv— Supper party — ^Picturesque groups — ^A day upon ibp 
banks of the St Lawrence — Adventure with a canoe — Tavern, 
and host and hostess — Mouth of Lake Ontario — View of King- 
ston Bay* 

Eakly in the mormng, I found the boatmen 
preparing to leave port There w&ce five bat- 
teaux, and this number constitutes a brigada 
Tiie crew of each boat consisted of five row^ersk 
and a man with a paddle to steer ; and tl^ whole 
equipment was under the command and super^ 
intaidence of an individual who was styled the 
conductor. 

The freshness of the morning breeze was ren* 
dered truly delightful by the odour proceeding 
from young pine trees, which grew in profusion 
on each side of the river ; and as the sun rose; 
every little gale that shook the dew-drops from 
their branches, seemed to scatter a thousand gems 
upon the bosom of the St Lawrence. The noise 
of the oars sometimes startled the deer which 
were browzing along the banks, and I occasion- 
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ally saw them thrust their beautiful heads through 
the Ranches, and then suddenly start away into 
the recesses of the forest 

The water of the river is exquisitely pure and 
transparent, and, whai it sparkles round the oars^ 
Qj^e is almost induced to drink it, whether he 
fi^ thirsty or not The ^ects which it pro- 
duces on those unaccustomed to its use, are rather 
diiBoult to account for. It occasions nausea» 
paw in the stomach, and diarrhoea; but the boat- 
men, who use it every day, never ei^perience any 
of those effects. Several geptlemen who live in 
the western parts of Upp« Canada, and are 
in the habit of going to Montreal once a-year, 
t<^ me, that they regularly had an attack of the 
kind I have described during fiieir passage down, 
but never suffered at all on their way back 
again. These effects probably proceed from ihe 
extreme softness of the water, which, being 
nnngled together in mch prod]gk>us quantities^ 
and exposed so long to the influence of the sun, 
loses its carbcmic add, and likewise the greater 
part of the atmoiipheric air that is loosely com- 
bined with it. 

After rowing nearly two hours, we landed up- 
on a small island, and the boatmen began to make 
ready tN:eakfast for themselves. They take a 
meal regularly every four hours during the four 
and twenty, and it is to be su|^)0sed that the 
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great labour they undei^o must create a propar-^ 
tionable appetite ; but it does seem astonishing 
that they should be contented with the quality 
of the provisions they subsist upon. Pork, pease- 
soup, and biscuit, compose their daily fare ; and 
though they give their meals the appellations of 
breakfast, dinner, &c. this distinction is founded 
Upon the time at which they are taken, not upon 
the difference of the articles presented at each. 
But, notwithstanding all this, they are the hap« 
^est race of people imaginable. Inured to hard^ 
ship, they despise it ; and after toiling at the oar 
during the whole day, and lightening their la- 
bour with songs and jests, when night comes, 
t^y kindle a fire and sleep around it, in defiance 
of the elements and every thing dse. 

The men having refreshed themselves, took to 
their oars with alacrity, and we again stem- 
med the translucent surges of the St Lawrence. 
There is somethii^ so wearisome and depressing 
in the steady unvaried motion of the batteaux, 
and the regular noise of the oars, that when the 
banks of the river presented no variety, I often 
felt an uncontrolable desire to sleep, though I 
had been particularly warned to resist any inch- 
nation of the kind, because an indulgence in it 
would produce the ague ; however, the fear of an 
attack was not strong enough to enable me ta 
keep my eyes 9pen, and I enjoyed several idum- 
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riendng loiy bad ocmsequ^ioes. 

We now entered that part of the liver whidi 
is called the Lake of the Thousand Islands, The 
8t Lawrence expends into a large basin, the bo^ 
som of whidi is diversified by myriads of islands, 
and these are diaracterized by every conoeiv^Ue 
rapect of nature, being fertile, barrel, lofty, low, 
rooky, verdurous, wooded, and bare. They vary 
in size as much as in form. Some are a quarter 
<^ a mile Icmg, and others only a few yards ; and, 
I bdieve, they collectively exhibit, on a small 
scale, a greater variety of bays, harbours, inlets, 
and channels, than are to be found throughout 
tlie whole continaxt of America. Nature seems 
here to have tim>wn sportivdy from her hand a 
profiidon of masses of the material worid, that 
dsie might perodve what oombinati(»)s of scenery 
would be produced, when they assumed their re* 
qpectrve positions on the bosom of the waters. 
' The number of islands has never been correct* 
ly ascertained, but it is gena^tty supposed toex* 
ceed seventeen hundred. Many of than aie of 
Uttte value, bdng covered with scraggy pine, and 
having no depUi of soil ; and, I believe, any per- 
son, whose romantic fancy might inspire him 
with Hie desire of possessing <Mie, would find no 
difl&^ulfy in gettii^ it granted by government 
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But scmie of the lai^^r idands would form «kN 
lightful little farms ; and the aiarg^s oC a futum 
people rmj perhaps bring them under cultiva- 
tion, and embdlish them with all the beauties 
that'arts and agriculture can communieate. When 
thia takes place, the aoaie will realize all tiiat 
fadry loveliness in which eastern Mstorians havre 
delighted to rdbe the objects g£ the material wonlcL 

The scene reminded me g£ the beautiful do» 
scription of the Happy Islands in the Viskm of 
Mirzah, and I thought at the time, that if Uie 
Thousand Islands lay in the East, some chaste 
ima^ation would propose, that th^ diould be 
m»3^ an asylum for suffering hun^nity, and dia« 
tributed according to the respective virtues aad 
merits of those who deserved diem. 
. The curre&t between some of the islimda is 89 
rcq[)id, that the boatmen, with all their exertion^ 
can scarcely make way against it Th^re are paxy* 
ticular channels with which the Canadians aye 
weU acquainted, and which they invariably fol- 
low, for if they ventured upon others, they would 
soon be bewildered among theidands, aiulmigfat 
probably continue in search of tbe true course 
during ntany &ys, as has sevaral times been tibe 
case. 

Shortly after sunset we lapded upon a smmil 
island, and the Canadisms having moored limt 
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boats, proceeded to make a fire, as they intended 
to eajoj themselves for several hours. We were 
just opening a basket of provisions when we were 
all startled by hearing shouts, which apparently 
proceeded from pe<^le on the other side of the 
^and. The ruddy glare of a fire likewise attract- 
ed our attention, and the continuance of the cries 
induced several boatmen to hasten to the spot 
where the light seemed to be. My imaginaticm 
was instantly excited, and when I heard the wind 
whistling among the trees, and the perturbed 
waters of the St Lawrence dashing against the 
island, and saw a lurid sky stretched above me, 
tilie most alarming impressions crowded upon my 
mind. All the stories I had heard of the horrible 
atrocities often committed by the Indians rose in 
my memory, and I already ccmceived that I saw 
my companions tomahawked, and their mangled 
bodies struggling convulsively among the whelm- 
ing surges of the river. 

However, the return of the Canadians put an 
eod to my fears. The supposed Indians were no 
other than the crew of a brigade of batteaux, 
and the shouts we heard were raised in conse- 
quence of their having seen three deer, in the 
' pursuit of which they requested us to join. This 
proposal was acceded to by all parties, and some 
began to kindle large fires in several parts of the 
island, while others stript the hickory tree of its 
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haA^ and mtde tcntbes. Thtui firepared we utt^ 
Htd forth, some carrying Brms, md tiie otibeM 
being provided with Uazing flambeaux* IntendU 
ing to surroand the deer^ and gradiialljr doM 
upon them, we dispersed into a large drde, and 
sent two dog^ among the bru^wood to rouse 
the game, which they soon aooomplished, and we 
accordingly made regular encroadimaits upon 
their precincts* The deer, when they saw them^^ 
selves thus aivironed, sprung from one side to 
the oth^, leaped into the air^ reared upon ti^ir 
faind-legs, and at last sunk down apparently in 
despair; but upon the disdiarge of a couple of 
fowling-pieces, they again started, and having 
escaped our circle, {dunged into the river. 

Several of the boatmen had remained upon the 
banks of the island, that they might prevent the 
deer ftom taking the river ; but when they found 
tliis impracticaUe, they shouted to us and ran to 
the batteaux, and immediately unmoored them^ 
The remainder of the crew soon followed, with 
arms and torches, and they all rowed out in pur- 
euit of the game. Nothing could be m<H^ bril* 
iiant and picturesque than the scene which suc- 
ceeded. We saw the heads and antlers of the 
beautiful animals moving with graceful raplditf 
upon the surface of the water, while the Inright- 
ness of their eyes rivalled that of the transparent 
drops which sparkled around them. When the 
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AoaiM of Ae cvew and the dashing of the oars 
assailed tlmt eaxs, the exertions they made to 
escape were inconceivably strong— sometimes 
raising themselves almost entirely out of the wa- 
ter, and sometimes springing forward several 
ywds at one leap. The bustle among the boats, 
ttie glare of the torches, and the ferocious coun- 
tcaianoes oi die crew, were finely contrasted with 
the meekness and timidity of the deer, and tiie 
whole effbct was heightened by the islands 
around, the wild and romantic features of which 
were strikingly displayed at intervals, when the 
ruddy light of the torches happened to fail upon 
Aem. 

Several shots were fired, though apparently 
without effect, and I began fervently to hope 
that the deer might escape. Two of tiiem elud* 
ed their pursuers, but the batteaux surrounded 
the other, and the Cana^ans beat it to death 
with their oars, and, having taken it on board, re- 
turned to the shore. 

While we were around the fire, dividing tiie 
booty, two canoes, full of Indians, suddenly 
emerged from behind a point of land, and stea^ 
direcdy towards us. The Women were seated, 
but the men stood erect, and managed tii^ir pad- 
dles with the utmost elegance and dexterity. 
Their heads were adorned with steel cresc^its 
and waving feathers; The rest of their dress 
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ocmsisted of ihe skii^ of wild beasts, and lonfg 
scarlet cloaks covered with ornaments, wMdii 
though mere tinsel, bad a very shining effect 
This was the first time I ever heard the Indfem 
language, and never could its harsh and fantastic 
sounds have been more impressive to any one 
than they were to me, surrounded as I was with 
objects the most wild and uncivilized in their 
character. 

These unexpected visitors landed near us, but 
seemed not at all incommoded by our presence, 
for the women immediately began to cut fire- 
wood, and their husbands having collected a few 
poles and some birch bark, set about making 
a wigwam. At my request, some venison and 
spirits were sent them, which they received with 
many acknowledgments. 

Assisted by my fellow-passengers, I now spread 
a table, and obtained the necessary furnishings 
firom our respective provision baskets. Our repast 
proved both a comfortable and an amusing one; 
On one side, were the Canadians loitering round 
the fire in difierent groups, some half asleep and 
others singing and wrestling with their comrades ; 
while a few attempted to read a half worn-out 
French hymn-book, the devout expressions in 
which were heard at intervals among the oaths 
that proceeded firom almost every mouth. On 
the other $ide> we saw the Indians seated under 
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tbdr mgvmxa, and diressmg thei? venisob. 'fhe 
rum they had drank began to aJBT^ them. The? 
men looked ferocious, sharpened their toma^ 
hawks, imd occasiomilly uttered the war-whoop; 
The womapi talked incesse^ntly, and their cfaildten 
played the Jew's harp. Our party oompletd^ 
the group ; and, though our voices were almost 
drowned amidst the confusion of tongues, a spee^ 
tator would easily have ascertained, that at )ea^ 
three different languages were spoken on the is-^ 
kuid« 

About four in the morning we again took ixi 
our boats, and soon passed the termination of tto 
Hake of the Thousand Islands. However, » 
strong westerly wind began to prevail; and r^i- 
dered the working of the batteaux so very labo- 
nous, that the crew were obliged to rest a little 
every half hour. The Canadians row at the rate 
of three miles an hour when the weather is per- 
fecdy calm, and, of course, rather more whwi 
they have a favourable breeze to assist them ; but, 
at best, they never go furtha* than thirty miles in 
twenty-four hours. The average length of the 
passage from La Chine to Kingston is seven 
days. 

The wind at length became so strong, that we 
resolved to stop until it modwated. As the day 
was extremely hot, we remained upon the bank 
of the river, and constructed a small tait of ( 
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down under ite irtwde ; howeter« I soon gat tarad 
of this, abd hdving left my oomp«uoiui udeep^ I 
wdked out alone. The suuAfaiue was ao intenn^ 
tiMit ^ St Lawrence sparkled too bright for the 
^ to bear, and at each step I took, a thouaand 
inaeGts ^ron^ from the flowers on wbiob th^ 
had been feeding. I wandered along the aide of 
the river, until I readied a little bay pared with 
smooth rock, against which the glittering wBTei 
broke ui rapid succession. Here I found a canoi 
tied toa taree. Having ^nbarked in it, I paddled 
out from the shore, and laid down at my eaa^ 
and commttted myself to the guidance of the 
current. The influence of the heat and scenery 
was overpowering, and I fell into a half slumber. 
I was occasionally awakened to a consciousness 
of my situation, by the radiant flashes whidi were 
shot forth by the sun-dipt yrings of the hunmiii^ 
birds, as they flew over me. My mind was in a 
state of perfect quiescence. The most daazlmg 
and enthusiastic conceptions rose in it without 
effort, and faded away without resistance. Had 
a super^human vdce told me that I was enteruig 
the vortex of the most terrific Rapids, I believe I 
would, scarcely have had energy to ascertain 
wfaietfaer it was so or not 

When 1 returned to my companicms, I found 
tiiat they had just been awakened from a pro* 
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(bkcA dteep by the fidi of tbe tant, and, «& they 
would not take tiie trouble to ereet it again, we 
Idl waHced to a ta:rem at a Httib distance irom the 
ailora. I'his tatem oonsifited of two rooms, and 
niras built of logs^ and had a ^n swinging befeiii 
tbe door, so covered with gilt ajnd emblenatie 
paibtings, tliat it prdbablf cost more than the 
blouse itself. Weinquiredof the fctndloitlif w« 
oould get any thing to eat, send he aslced in reply if 
we weiefiom the United States. We repeated the 
question, but he answered that he did not knom 
However, after waiting a quarter of an hour^ we 
Wwe conducted into the second room, and t^eit 
found a table amply funridied with tea, beef- 
steaks, cucumbers, potatoes, honey, onimis, eggs, 
IctL During this delectable repast, we w&ce oU 
tended by the hostess, who poured oat the tea as 
often as we required it, and faaving done so,seat>* 
ed herself in the door<-way, and read a book 
(wfaidi I afterwards fbuhd' to be Miss Bdge^ 
worth's Tales (f FaskionMe 2^), while her 
faoshand, who was a tsll nw*boned fellow, ooea* 
sibnaliy entered the room, and stood gazing up* 
qn us for several minutes, with his hM^ds in his 
pockets, and his bat stuck upon one side of his 

About sunset the wind fdl coikipletely, and 
^e boatmen again mt forward, in the confideMt 
hope of reaching Kingston esrrly next mormng. 
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llothHig.ifemiu^kableqceuite^ daring. 4h( nig^ 
When we wei?e half a mile b^oi/i/f the town, a 
sddden timi of tfat& iiyev.lHrought into view the 
mouth oi Lake Ontario, and though the seraip 
Ibself was not imposing, yet the reflectic^fi^ i$ ^prch 
duced were replete with splaidour. The mind 
involuntarily traversed the waters of those imr 
mense lakes, whidi have their source in mysteii^ 
ous and unexplored regions far b^ond the boundu 
of dvilizaticm, and supply a mighty river with 
resistless and unceasing torrents. Every drop 
which fell from the oars had perhaps been once 
agitated by tempests in the bosom of Lake 
Michigan or Superior. 

Kingston Bay was for some time concealed 
from our sight by a projecting point of land ; hut 
when we had cleared this, t^e dockyard and 
shipping came into view all at once- In one di* 
rection, the great war ship St Lawrence, and se- 
veral frigates. Abated 'at anchor, as if guardians of 
the town, whidi rose indistinctly behind thenit 
and in another, two unfinished sev^ity-fours lay 
on the stocks. The wind whistled drearily 
through the chinks in their sides, which had long 
since ceased to vibrate under the hammer of the 
carpenter. The whole scene was magical in its 
efiect. We had seen nothing but rocks, forests, 
and uninhabited islands, during two days, every 
thing appearing to indicate that we had passed 
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the confines of civilization ; but we now fixind 
ourselves in an emporium of busy life, and saw 
vessels of war floating on those waters, whose 
surfaces, we might well have previously sup* 
posed, had never been traversed by any bark 
laiger than an Indian canoe. 
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Pleasures of a good tavern — Town of Kingston-^Prigatea — ^N». 
tal depot and armoury — Kingston during die last war-*Ar« 
rivals of emigrants — ^Equality and the lM*icklaye^— Stei|#i- 
boat Frontenac — Pleasure of travelling by steam — ^Lake On- 
tario-^Septennial increase of its waters— Stormy night-— 
Error in the reckoning — ^Arrival at York. 

I SHALL now take leave of the St Lawr^ice, and 
vary the scene, by introducing you to the inha- 
bitants of Kingston, and leading you a ramble 
through their town, which is the largest in Up- 
per Canada. You, who have never experienced 
the discomforts of travelling through a newly- 
settled country, cannot easily conceive the plea* 
sure I felt in occasionally reaching a respectable 
tavern. For three days, I had been disgusted 
with the dirtiness, noise, and grossness of the Ca- 
nadian boatmen, and, during as many nights, 
had been prevented from sleeping by the fumes 
of rum and tobacco, the bites of musquetoes, and 
the hardness of the planks which formed my bed. 
The hotel at Kingston happened to afford toler- 
able accommodations, and I enjoyed them so 
much, that I believe I was less industrious in ob- 
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mrvki^ Ihe city and ite environs than I ought ta 
kanrebeen. 

Kingston, omtains about five thouaand inhabits 
ants^ indhidii^ mtlitary. The plan of the town 
lA^degant and extensive^ but not yet nearly re* 
ahued. Most of the houses are built of lime* 
stone; inexhaustible quarries of which lie in the 
iinmediate vicinity of the town, and are of the 
greatest importance to it, as Kingston, being the 
key <b Upper Canada, will always require strong 
fortifications. There is nothing the least intert 
esting, or remarkable, in either the streets or 
bmUings. of this place. The better class of peo- 
ple most of whom are in the mercantile Imev 
live in good style, but are not very hospitable i 
and there iqdpears to be Uttle polish among them# 
and hot much social communication. 

The natural positicffi and local advantages of 
Kingston are sucb» that, by means of prc^r fm* 
tifications,it might be made almost impnegnaUe^ 
it Bes bdiind a point of land, on the extremity 
cif which, there is a strong fort that commands 
tlie town and the entnmce into the harbour so 
Completely, that although an enemy had pos^ 
Sesirao^ of the form^, he oould liot occupy it 
wi& safety, nor receive any suf^lies by mean^ 
dfthelatter. 

Tlpe^foay affords so fine a harbour, that a veas^ji 
^i one/hundred and twenty guns can lie close 
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to tiie qvky: The >St Lawrence^ whick otrriai 
one hundred guns^ was in this position ivliea I 
visited Kingston, and I enjoyed an oppeil^iiiity 
of sefeing every part of h^. She is built in the 
plainest style, but is amazih^y strong and beau* 
tifuHy modelled. Near her laf the Prince Be-« 
gent, a sixty-gun frigate, the elegaiit form. and 
just proportions of whidi have excited the ad* 
miration of the best judges of naval architeOburo^ 
There were several other frigates in the barboui^ 
the names and dimensions of which I have now 
forgot 

I likewise visited the naval depot, whidi con- 
tains the guns, yards, and riggmg of the differ-* 
ent vessels, all separate, and arranged so judi* 
dously, that any of them might be equipped in 
the course of a few hours. There is slso a large 
building appropriated for the reception of sp^re 
gun-carriages, masts, cables, tops, &c. But what 
gratified me more than all this, was the appears 
ance of the armoury, which, in boldness of d9fed 
land neatness of arrangement, equals any thing 
of the kind I have ever seen, and reflects mudi 
a*edit upon the superintendant. The small 
arms of the St Lawrence and frigates are placed 
{distinct from each other) around the walls of a 
large apartment in the most ingenious and fanci- 
ful manner, and so as to occupy the least possi- 
ble space. The effect is very imposing^ every 
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artiele being in a high state of brightness, and 
fit for immediate service. 

Kingston was a place of great importance dur- 
ing the last war, as it alone afforded us the means 
of successfully carrying on our naval operations 
on Lake Ontario. You are aware that no af- 
fair of any importance ever took place between 
the American fleet and ours; the respective 
forces were for a long time so exactly bdanced, 
that neither of the parties deemed it prudent to 
venture upon a general engagement; and the 
warfare consisted almost entirely of a system of 
reconnoitering, in the course of which we were 
alternately the pursuers and the pursued. How- 
ever, at last, when the St Lawrence was finish- 
ed, we gained a decided superiority, for she made 
us master of Lake Ontario without firing a single 
gun, the enemy's fleet never having ventured far 
out after she left Kingston harbour. 

The Americans had byiilt their ships of war 
with much expedition, and they were greatly 
inferior to ours in point of strength and dura- 
biUty ; but, on the other hand, their sloops and 
schooners were admirably constructed, and sailed 
infinitely quicker and more close to the wind. 
The Americans certainly excel all nations in 
modelling small vessels ; and even their common 
packet-boats are formed with an elegance and 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



46 

beauty, which one will look for in vain annrngr 
British craft of a similar description. 

The soil around Kingston is indiffa'^it, being 
of a cold clayey nature, and such as would re^ 
quire much lime or plaster of Paris to render it 
productive. It is not in a high state of cultiva- 
tion ; and indeed all improvements are confined 
to the limits of the town, in which there were 
eighteen or twenty houses building when I was 
diere. 

I frequently amused myself with strolling to 
the wharfs, and watching the arrival of the bat- 
teaux, several brigades of which came in every 
day, full of emigrants, and loaded with their bag- 
gage. The majority of these people seemed to 
have no idea that the necessaries of life could be 
obtained in Upper Canada, for they brought from 
their native country, tables, chairs, chests o£ 
drawers, and great quantities of other lumber, the 
carriage of which must have cost infinitely more 
than the articles did themselves. 

How quickly do mankind discover those things 
that gratify their vanity ! Many of the emigrants* 
I saw had been on shore a few hours only, dur- 
mg their passage between Montreal and King- 
ston, yet they had already acquired those absurd 
notions of independence and equality, which are 
80 deeply engraited in the minds of the lowest 
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individuals of the American ndktirai. On adsottn 
ingtwo ScotsmeD^ whom I had sednat Montreal^ 
instead of pulling off thdr Imts, as they had m^ 
variably done before on similar occasions, they 
merely nodded to me with easy &miliarity« I 
addressed them by their Christian namies^ and in* 
quired if they had any prospect o£ obtaining em- 
ployment ^ This gentieman," said <me, point* 
ing to his companion, who was a iH'icklayer, ^^ hds 
been offered four shillings a-day at Prescott, but 
his good lady does not like the place." 

In the evening I embarked on board the steam^ 
boat Frontenac, which was to sail for York at 
midnight. I went to bed at an early hour, and» 
on awaking next morning, found myself in the 
middle of Lake Ontario, and out of sight of 
land. I could not but invoke a thousand blei^* 
ings on the inventors and improva-s of the steam-* 
boat, for the delightful mode of conveyance with 
which their labours had been the means of fur« 
nishing mankind. Next morning, I got up re* 
freshed; and it required some recollection to 
perceive that I was not in the Kingston hotel. 
I immediately repaired to the deck, where I 
found the greater number of the cabin passengers 
enjoying tiie morning breeze, and soliciting an 
appetite for breakfast. 

The Frontenac is tlie largest steam-boat in 
Canada ; her deck is one hundred and seventy- 
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one feet long, and thirty-two feet wide. She is 
seven hundred and forty tons burden, and draws 
only eight feet water when loaded. Two pad* 
die- wheels, each about forty feet in circumfer* 
ence, impel h^r through the water. Her length 
is so great, that she answers very slowly to the 
helm ; but I understand she was built of the 
dimensions I have stated, that she might cover 
three seas, and thus be prevented from pitching 
violently in boisterous weather. ' 

Breakfast being announced by the ringing of 
a bell, we descended, to the number of four 
or five and twenty, to a well-furnished tablei 
Of all modes of conveyance, a steam-boat is the 
most favourable to the excitement erf sociality 
among travellers, for there are none of those 
petty miseries or trivial annoyances to be en- 
dured, that so oflen occur on board a ship or in 
a stage-coach. At sea, a whole party is some- 
times incommoded by the complaints and ap* 
pearance of some individual who su£Eers under 
sickness ; and in a carriage, people soon become 
fatigued, and are prevented fix)m talking by the 
noise of the wheels. In a steam-boat, however, 
there is no impediment to lively conversation, 
or the reciprocal interchange of all those sweet 
courtesies of life that gild the path of the travel- 
ler, as pleasingly as varieties of scenery in the 
country through whidi he passes. Agreeable 
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wtnpiAiy aild tntettaiimig inoiderits smooth tk^ 
Kmgbfist road, aiui our feeUngt, our judgment^ 
and ev«n our ^don, are unoonadously afiEbctedby 
the ckigiM cf peraonai oomfort we ei^y, and the 
mode pf conveyance to which we are subjeqted. 
-»Dr Qoldsmit)i somewhere obsefvea, that the 
xoan who makes the grand tour of Europe mi 
foot, will make t^ di^^nt remarks, and form 
Tery different oondusions, from him who rcHh 
along in a post-chaise. Notbiog can be more 
true, and, I befieve^ upon this prinoij^ we may 
aaetibe tli# diversities Mid ccmtradictions whidi 
often characterize the accounts that dif&rent 
persons give of die sam^ eountay, to liie mode in 
wydi they have traveUed,and the difficulties they 
haveeiu^oimtered in the course of their journeys^ 
A Stfies cf hardships will distrub the placidity 
of the most philosophic p^^son, «id make him 
believe that tlie things around him are perma^ 
nently stamped with the tmtiporary colouring 
which they have dmved from acddental oir^ 
eumstances. But he who is whirled along by 
the magic fower of steam, meets with nothing 
to modify his impresdons; an4 I would say to 
all testy and in^Ue trevellers, that the best 
way of keeping out of the hot wetter into whidai 
every cross accident plunges them, is to keep 
under the influence of the steam. 
Lake Ontario is two hundred and thirty miles 
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long, and sixty broad at it» mimt part. Its 
waters are quite transparent < and colourleNSS, but 
vapid and unp^asant to the taste. Soundings 
are rarely to be met with, except near the shoee; 
and, as very few islands or points of land preaeoA 
themselves upon its expanse, U is adapted for 
nrery kind of navigation, and will, of course^ 
admit vessels of the largest size. The current 
which moves forward this imm^ise body of 
water is distinctly perceptible, being, on an ave- 
rage, at the rate of half a mile m hour, but va* 
rying with the direction and strength of th^ 
wind. 

. The most remarkable phenomenon which thit 
and the other lakes exhibit, is that increase and 
rise of their waters which is said to take place at 
regular p^iods. It occurs, in a moderate degree^ 
every seven years, and to a very great extent onee^ 
in thirty or forty. In the year 1816, the waters of 
Jjake Ontario were seven feet and a half per- 
pendicular above their average height, and Lajce 
Erie was aflPected in a similar way. I have visit- 
ed the shores of Lake Ontario several times^ ac- 
companied by a person who resides upon them, 
whose intdligence and indisputable verad^, 
made me put full copfidenoe in the informa* 
tion he gave, and firom whom I received proems 
of the accuracy of what I have now stated. I 
likewise saw the remains of a large storehouse 
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which had heen buUt a ft w years before^ in a 
situation that seemed quite inaecessiUe to the 
kke, although the Waters have surrounded and 
nearly demolished it 

This singular phenomenon aSbrds a problem 
tery difficult to solve. The quantity oif water 
that must be required to intsrease the depth of 
Lake Ontario, and all the other lakes, seven and 
a half feet perpendicular, is so vast, that it is im- 
possible to conceive where its source can He.— 
The height of the waters of the lakes, indeed, 
vaties a few inches alfnost daily ; but this is occa- 
sioned by changes in the direction of the wind. 
Whmi it is east, or north-east, the waters are 
driven back, or at least impeded in their course, 
and consequently an accumulation takes jJace, 
which makes the lakes rise; but if it blows from 
the sooth, c^ south- west^ the direction in which 
they 4ow, their waters are hurried towards the 
St Lawrence, and, of course, decrease in height 
in proportion to the strength of the wind. 

Sir Alexander Mackenzie, during his voyage 
to the north-we^t, observed that thcf wateris o€ 
the rivers and lakes which he navigated under- 
went considerable variation in their height, the 
ino-ease and decrecuse sometimes amounting to 
two or three feet ; which proves that this jdieno- 
menon is not confined to the lower lakes. If 
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t)ii» augDp^itt^ftQ^ of tbe wfrters toqt jU^Ke oidy 
at jlrrc|rular pertodsj we migh^ iuppcwe tii^it il^ pv^- 
oMed fircon tlie oaQit^ipitfd mf^ng;: of pfut <^ 
those immetise quantities of ie0 and ae^m whicb 
^rp ^ccimHikited in tbe .northern t^gHm^i but 
wen ]this would sqafoel^ be adeqiiiate to prndiie^ 
tijbe e&dc^ which caonot at preseBtbe rationaUy 
^Goounted for. 

During loeomotion> the mind is little disposed 
to give continuity of attenticm to my thing, and 
I)Ad the Frontenao been furnished with a library* 
I bd&eve few of my fellow-pass^igera would have- 
tiEoubled it ; therefore^ when they had got tired^ 
with {daying at backg^nunon^ and surf eying the 
maehinary, the mm of their amusement seaooed 
tp be exhausted ; wid the successive ooeiurcnce 
o£ dinner, tea, and supper, had but little eflfect 
in prevrating ^ymptomi; of emuii from ajqpear- 
ing among them. 

The night proved dark and uni^leasant; a 
host of threatening clouds obscured tiie hitherto 
plotless sky, while a drecay Uast careared along 
the lake^ and made its waters noisy and turbu* 
l^t Notwithstandj[ng the darkness, I eonti^^ 
nued^to walk the decd^ till near midnight, my 
steps bdng guided by the irregular light shed 
by the sdbowcars of glowing iqparks that flashed 
in rai»d sueoessicm from the flue, and were 
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whirled cJoft in every cBfectiori, At last it be- 
gan to rain, tind I retired to my birth ; however, 
after some time, I was induced to go on deck again 
l^ the noise wlifch awak^ed me. llie wind hav- 
ing became bofoterous, tiie lake was now excessive- 
ly rough, and the steam-boat rolled in a vidcnt 
manner, particularly when she lay in the trough 
of the sea. The confusion that had roused me 
was occasioned by the appearance of a light off 
the bow of the vessel, which was immediately 
believed to proceed from York light-house, and, 
as it was too dark to attempt gaining the har- 
bour, there seemed no alternative but to lay to 
till morning. This was accordingly done : how- 
ever, when the day dawned, and the mists clear- 
ed away, it was found that an utter mistake had 
been made in the reckoning, for we were up- 
wards of twenty miles below York. The light 
which occasioned this false alarm belonged to 
a small schooner, as I was afterwards informed 
by a gentleman who had been on board of her 
at the time. 

In the morning the boisterous weather had 
subsided, and a gentle breeze soon dispelled all 
remains of the storm. However, the fears of 
some of my fellow-passengers were not so easily 
dissipated, and many of them appeared at the 
breakfast table, wan, dejected, and sea-sick. 
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The sleam-iboat, Frositmac^ wh^i the wfaid is 
fityourable, sails nine knots gn hour with ease. 
We fortunately had a strcmg breeze directly 
astern, which soon brought us in sight of Yorlc, 
the seat of government, and the capital of Upper 
Canada. 
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LETTER V. 

Town of York— -^Disadvantages of its sitaatioiH*>Propota} to re- 
move tlie seat of gOTemmeiit— Re-embtik on board Ae 
Steam-boat-^Lake Ontario at night — Spray of Niagara 
Falls — ^Village of Niagaras-Its amusements — ^Affecting inci- 
dent—Reflections on the condition of emigrants — Road [to 
Queenston *- Niagara river —> Peach orchards— -Canadian 
peanntry. 

Th£ town of York is situated on the shore of 
Lake Ontario, and has a large bay in front of it, 
whidi afibrds good anchorage for small vessels. 
The land all around the harbour and behind the 
town is low, swampy, and apparently of inferior 
quality; and it could not be easily drained, as it 
lies almost on a level with the surface of the 
lake. The town, in which there are some good 
houses, contains about 3000 inhabitants. There 
18 but little land cleared in its immediate vicinity, 
and this circumstance increases the natural un- 
pleasantness of its situation. The trade of York 
is very trifling ; and it owes its present popula- 
tion and magnitude entirely to its being the seat 
of government, for it is destitute of every natu- 
ral advantage except that of a good harbour. 
York is nearly defenceless at present, and the 
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dttnrter of 1^ rammiiding oountay {»^udes 
the possibility of its ever being made a place of 
strength. There is no CTainence or eommaiid- 
ing point of land suitaUa ^ the erection of a 
battery; and the fort, which was lately boilt, k 
so ififapabkv &om its lowatuation^ of vflEeotuaUj 
aim^yiBg an ttMmy^ thi^ a doi^ fiigatk night 
tef 1^ totm in fi^s \dthdut mxey d]ffiftulty.i^ 
From this titeumstance, it Is evident that Yoi* 
is not at aQ calculated ix)r the seat of goyemme9l^ 
which, in colonies particularly, should.be €ith(er 
situated in the interior, or, if in an exposed si- 
teatioQ^ nearly an^r^pu^le^ 

I believe it lyas once pn^Med l^ porlttmlol 
that the seat of govenukieiit should be irembttd 
to £aiigston» wUch town^ ild^ougbi ttot aitK^ 
getber unexceptionable^ h^% from its position 
and resource^ many more ckdms to this dtstten- 
tioti than Y<n;k{ but it seemft tiiiat thegoirem* 
ment oificensi redding m the lattor pU^ estiU 
mated the depieciatkNi which tfa^ property 
would suffer^ and the loss which th<^ thetttselT^ 
would necessarily incur> if this arrangefiotait took: 
place» at si^ an imm^ose amount, that the pnh 
ject was abandoned. It was likewise Ul^ged as an. 
olgection, that were the iteat of gOvemnraiA m» 
moved to Kingston^ the nieikibei^ of parliMEicnfc) 
for the west^n parts of the province wmild su&.> 
fer much inc<mveiuenoe^ in being oWged tx> tra^ 
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time th* liegitliiiuie met. 

The ccnaitay sudfUieot to Ldbe Simooe hii 
bitely ben taUnd of aBaflEbtdiilg^aB digiUtmto 
for the pnmDcial oipilidi The ftrtifity of thst 
{Mfft of Uppet Cenftda, luid its inland and omtnl 
otciatlony doubtleiB mider it preamble to Yock t 
bavmmr^ at pment^ them doct not seetn to be 
ttm Imik profaabifity that the aeat of government 
Witt be leinoved ftom the spot wMdi it nam oo* 
calces* 

After MtoUing around York fbr an hour or 
two, I re-embarked on board the steam-boet, in 
cUnpadjr with the greater number of my fbitner 
ftibw^pa89cnget8« Tiie peddle-wheds were soon 
put kk motion, and we ware impelled gaily on to« 
wards Niagara) wfaidi is tbhrty-dx miles distant 
ftom Yoik« It was tH>w evenkig ; the leoeding 
U^ts of the town twinkled dimly throogh the 
rkatig mists that dirouded the houses and gacri* 
son imra oinr tiew, and a beauti&d moon soon 
i^peared, wUch clad tiie waters of Lals» Ontatia 
in a *' timalie of l^t^' Tbe air was keen and* 
fiwty» imt Ihoegh I Mt cdd, I was unwiliing^o 
iMvetkededk. The beauty of the night did not 
dtttainme among die dews, (for 1 hadaeen many 
lSNrelier)(, but Lake Ontario was new to me, and 
yttu kmfW I always bve to tveaaore ftrst impres- 
s|oi^ tihe lem^tnbraiice <^ which k as dear 
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ind tevii^f td tiie sool in futa^ 
but imperfect sketches made, dming the &rst 
cfibits of gauua ave to the reeQiIectkm df a 
paiiiter. My :attention. was soon ;roii8ed by aii 
inferdsting objtet ; for one of the passengers ap* 
pcdadui:^, ^ked me if I observed a faint dsm^ 
toiivards the west *^ That doud," said k^^ ^^ is tte 
spray whidi arises from the FaUs of Niagimu.'? 
A thin white vapour was all I could diso^ver, 
finr we were yet more than thirty miles distant 
from the cataract itself. However, I could not 
soon withdraw niy eyes from an object so xif- 
fecting. 

We reached Niagara village about ten at ni^l^ 
whm, after nearly two hours' examination of tib6 
spray of the Falls, I went to sleep. On awakia^ 
next morning, I found every thing ailivened by 
the influence of a brilliant sun. The Niagant 
river, at whose mouth we lay, reflected in its 
deep and pure waters every rock and tree thafc 
adonied its banks, and every little cloud that: 
sailed along the fsLce of heaven. The village, sat^, 
rounded by plains which were vmegated with^ 
dumps of natural shrubbery, appeared neat, gay, 
and picturesque; and was crowned by a smfdi. 
fort at a little distance, the ramparts of wbi^> 
were crowded with soldiers. Two sqlKX>ners imd 
just left the harbour in full sail. Cki the de<^ 
of obe of them were several cattle, ^id the lake 
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was 80 8<^ that every motion the winials made 
wa8 pctured in its silvery expanse. 

The population of Niagara amomits to sevep 
or eight hundred souls, and it is one of the most 
thriving villages in Upper Canada. It contains 
a great many merchants' shops, and has a regular 
market, as tl^ farmers who occupy the country 
around frequent it weekly; that they may seU 
their produce, or dispose of it to the merchants 
in exchange for goods. The mouth of the river 
forms an excellent harbour. Some time ago a 
considerable number of s(ihooners and small craft 
plied betw^n Kingston, York^ and Niagara, 
whidi were employed in transporting goods, pro- 
duce, and lumber ; but the steam-boat now mo« 
nopolizes almost all the carrying business, to the 
great detriment and annoyance of the owners of 
the vessels. 

A detachment of military are always stationed 
at Niagara, and this circumstance tends to make 
the place more lively and flourishing than it 
would otherwise be. The village contains some 
pretty houses, with several decent taverns ; and 
the military and civilians together form a small 
sodety, which, on particular occasions, is im-: 
proved and augmented by the addition of those 
&milies who reside in the vicinity. During the 
winter season, public dancing assemblies are held 
onoe a fortnight in one of t^ hotels, and, when 
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tti6 roads are in a fimmraUe state, these ste at- 
tended by people from all parts of the district. 
Races likewise occur twice a-year, which, though 
tiiey do not afford much amusement, we of 
advantage to the place, being the means oF as- 
sembling people together. Two weekly news*, 
papers are published in Niagara. The press from 
which one of them issues has acquired some ce- 
lebrity, from its having afforded Mr Gourlay the 
means of carrjring on a political canncmade against 
the provincial administration, during nearly two 
years. 

One evening, as I strolled along the beach of 
the Lake, in front of Niagara, a woman, whom I 
had observed at some distance, approached^ an^, 
after several low curtsies, requested me to ft)l* 
low her; md, as she seemed to be in deep afflic* 
tion, I immediately complied, without asking an 
explanation. She conducted me to a kind of 
cave, under a high sand-bank, the mouth of which 
was barricadoed with a chest of drawers, several 
trunks, ice. A mattress occupied the floor of 
this wild abode, and two children played gaily 
with one another upon it, the one attempting to 
beat his merry companion with an old pillow, 
and raising shouts of laughter and delight every 
time he succeeded in giving a blow. The mo- 
ther, who continued to shed tears, told me, that 
she and her ^mily were Irish emigrants* They 
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1m1 been mdueedt by.a aeHes <^ misfertuoes, to 
set stiil for Canada^ with the inteniaon <^ Qhtsm^ 
mg land, lind had» after many diflScuItiea, got 
lfoi0 £ir in their Yoyage ; but» bdng now de9titute 
KdMoaey, tb^ were unal^le to procure a lodgings 
and knew not Where to appfy fon wotV^ $msU 
ane&» or infonnatK^i. ^ A hubband and these 
two boyC said the woman, '^ are aU that now r^ 
rtmA to me. My little girl died in the ship, and 
they tibrew her into the sea* Aye, sure, that was 
the wofst of aU,** continued she, in an agony of 
grie£ ^* Foot babe ! she had ndther prayers nor 
a wake T 

On my way back to the village, I was occu^ 
pied with reflections upon the helpless condition 
of most of the emigrants who come to Canada, 
and the indifference which the supreme govon* 
ment have ever manifested about the welfare 
md prosperity of the colony. Those people, who 
came to the province with an intention of set* 
tling in it, are totally destitute of the means of 
obtaining authentic information respecting the 
place to whid) they should proceed, or where ot 
in what manner they should apply for a grant of 
land. Inexperienced, ignorant of the country, and 
often disappointed with it at firHf it cannot be 
expected that they should resolutely struggle 
with the difficulties that present themselves on 
every side The slaves of vague repcnrts, and 
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Mse and exaggerated descriptions, tbey kntm- 
not where to direct their steps ; and, after being 
alternately enooun^ed, d^ressed, and deeeived^ 
they perhaps premal^nrely determine to return 
to their native country, wretdied as the asylum 
is whidi it at present affords to the poor and un- 
fifttunate of all classes. Wh^i I was in Quebec 
ffid Montreal, I had opportunities of knowing, 
that many of the hovels of these cities contained 
crowds of British emigrants, who were strug- 
gling with those complkated horrors of poverty 
and disease, whom the hope of being exempted 
from such evils had induced to abandon the dime 
of their birth. The greater number of these peo- 
ple, when they first landed, had funds enough to 
carry them to the Upper Province,* and even 
settle them comfortably on their locations ; but 
they knew not where the " promised land" lay, 
and were detained in Lower Canada, by anxious < 
and unavailing efforts to obtain correct informa- 
tion upon the subject. All the misery occasion* 
ed by this circumstance, and various others of a 
sitnUar nature, might be easily prevented, and 
thousands of active settlers annually added to 
the province, if the supreme government would 
bestow a moment's attention upon the matt^, 
and place in Quebec, Montreal, and the otbfar 
towns, an agent, to whom the emigrants could 
apply fw advice and infcnmation. I am aware 
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tiiat Emigrant Sodetiet faare alreadjr hem'eita-' 
Uii^ed in th6 principal towns of Lower Canada^ 
but such owe their existence entirely to the be* 
nevxilent exertions of private individuals, and are^ 
coDOpiaratively speaking, superficial and limited 
in their operaticHi. Nothing but the interferrace 
e£ the supreme govenunent can effectually rid 
pocnr emignmts of the difficulties they have at 
present to encounter when they arrive in Lower 
Canada. A regular, cheap, direct mode of ccm** 
vseyance should be established between Quebec 
and York for them alcme ; they would then be 
enabled to reach the Upper Province at a very trif- 
ling expense, and the concern would not cost go« 
vemment any thing, as people might be carried 
iq> the St Lawrence and lakes f<^ one^third the 
sum they pay for their passage at present. Wh^i 
the emigrants had reached York, I should ecHi- 
sider* further assistance unnecessary. Were all 
persmis to get there as cheaply and expeditious- 
ly as the plan recon!imended would enable than 
to do, there would be few of those instances of po- 
verty and distress which are at {»resent so comoicm 
among new-comers. Almost all emigrants, aft^ 
paying their passage to Quebec, have what they 
concdive to be enotigh, and what reaUy is far 
more than aiougfa, to pay their expenses to 
York ; but the present mode of travelling up 
the eountry is so unreascauibly expensive, and 
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Qunnements are so luutteRMis^ that tbcy spoid 
twioe a& much in the eourae of their journey u 
16 neoeasary^ and four thnt s aa mudi at would 
be required, irare gov^nunent to take the dm^ 
of trrasportingtlmn into its own hands. 

Some years ago^ government gave libertl en** 
oouragement to those who were disposed to emi« 
grate to Canada. Besides pajring th^ passage 
across the Atlantic^ it provided them widi nu 
tions and farming utaisils, during one year 
subsequent to their arrival in the country. But 
ihifi phn apparently did not answer; the lowert 
and most worthless members of society immedin 
*tdy took advantage of the facilities whidi iM 
afforded to emigration, and lived in idleness m 
long as tftey received rations ; and at last sold 
their agricultund utensils and went to tb^ Unit* 
ed ^ates. The conduct of these people ma^ 
govermnent abandop all idea of assisting enii« 
giants fkrther, than by granting them a etrtmi 
quantity of land. At first there was too oiuob 
done for them--^9io«ii there is too little. The 
mode of assisting tiie lower classes should always 
be regulated by the knowledge we possess of tiieir 
character. They abuse and undervalue evay 
tiung tli^ can ohbain without exerticm or indi^ 
vidual merit, partly because th^ pride ei^oys 
n<^ triumph in <4)taiMing it, and partly beoause 
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USty rappote ^at nothing reeSif valuable wiB 

ever be gratuitoudy bestowed up<m them. For 

these reas<»i8^ it is itfexpedirat to allow emigrants 

k free passi^ to Can&da, cur to giw them any 

^ng but Icmd when they arrive there* The 

great object is to lessen the expense of the voy- 

agie across the Atlahfi6^ and of the joum^ 

tinrougfa the interior of the country. The pas* 

s^-nioney to Queliec might be made so low 

as £i, provisions indudcfd; abd nnall as this 

sum is, it may be proved by cdculation, that 

govonment would not lose any thing by tran- 

qfx^rting emigrants at stich a rate, except the use 

cf the vessels that were eng^tged in the undeiv 

takiiig. An individual might be conveyed &om 

iny pent in Greld; Britain to York, in Upp» 

€imada, for £9, 9s^ if a proper system of mani^e- 

ment were jflnrsued both at home and abroad. 

Evarjf^ rgmi, ^hose constitution and age^ fitted 

him foit the labour of clearing land, could raise 

this Mvci widiout di£teulty ; and the more trouble 

he hdd in procuring it, the more disposed would 

be be to value the cheapness of hi^ voye^ and 

jotinieyi and to become industrious whoi he 

reached his place of destination. Idle and 

w^hless eharaders Would in some measure be 

4etefred from cros&ong the Atlantic ; while the 

reHef of the honeiE^ poor, and the prosperity of 

oitr North American settlements, wduld alike 
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be the result of adopting these simple mettislor 
facilitating emigration. 

Hitherto I have not made much mention of 
the peasantry of Upper Canada, nor attempted 
to give you any idea of their mannca*s,oonditicMi, 
or mode of life ; and I have also deferred mak-. 
ing various remarks, which were suggested l^. 
the details contained in my former letters. My 
object in omitting these things was, to be able 
to concentarate all the information I had to oSer. 
you uprni such subjects, whoi I came, to de^. 
scribe the most fertile, populous, and impor- 
tant part of Upper Canada.*-*The portion of tlm 
Province to which these characters mcnre partis 
cularly belong, commences at the mouth of the 
Niagara river, and extends westwcffd to the head 
of Lake Erie. This tract of country, &om the 
superiority of the soil, the comparative mildiieai 
of the climate, the largeness of the popuktioii^ 
and various other circumstances of a local nature, 
will always be the most valuable part of Uppar 
Canada, and, consequently, is at present the 
most interesting. I shall therefore, by oecaakm^ 
al sketches, endeavour to make you acquainted^ 
with its inhabitants. 

The village of Queenston lies sevoi mHes 
above Niagara. The road winds along the :baiik 
of the river for a considerable part of. the way, 
and, in point of dryness and smoothness^ equals. 
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«iy turnpike in England* Excdlent and im* 
proved lands border both sides of it, except 
where it adjoins the river ; and in these places 
tile farms have a delightful open front, whidi 
commands a very agreeable prospect, and lies 
within call of every vessel that passes. The 
banks dT the Niagara river, towards Queenston, 
are for the most part high and bold, but not 
rocky or covered with trees ; and, ftom this last 
dn^mstance, they have a tameness which does 
not harmonize well with the gr^iideur of the 
stream that flows between them. This beauti- 
ful river, — ^Inroad, deep, smooth, and moderate in 
its course, — affords an excellent harbour for ship- 
ping of any burden from its mouth even to 
Qi:^enston ; and can be navigated to the latter 
place by experienced persons whether the wind 
is favourable or not, there being such a dose 
succesoon of eddies along its banks, that, if a ves- 
sel is merely steered from one to the other, she 
may be brought up without difficulty or danger. 
The soil and dimate here seem to be admirably 
adapted for the production and growth of fruit 
Numerous apple and peach orchards ornament 
the sides of the road, and are, every season, load- 
ed with a profusion of delightful fruit, which, 
however, appears to be very little valued by the 
owners, for in many places they allow their pigs 
to range among the trees, and pick up all that 
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fall fiom ripeness, or ^re Mown off by the wind. 
These animals, I am told, socmi be^ fo be in* 
different about delio^cies of this kind, and oib^n^ 
at last, become so satiated, that they will eat 
those peaches only that hare very recwtly drc^ 
from the tree. 

These orchards may almost be said to grow 
wild ; at least they receive no attention after they 
are first pkmted,-4>eing neither fenced, pruned^ 
nor manured, at any time. Indeed^ the peasants 
ry evince the utmost indifference about every 
thing that is not absolutely necessary to support 
existence. They raise wheat, Indian com, and 
potatoes enough, to place tl^mselves beyond the 
reach of want; but rarely endeavour to increase 
their c(Hnforts, by making gardens, or adorning 
the sites of their rude abodea with those rural im^ 
provements that so often grace the orfli^es of 
the British peasantry. Am<»g the humble 
dwellmgs in Upper Canada, 

No roses wreathing^ 
Or woodbines breathings, 
Anmiid die lattice their tmidrils spread. 

Nor does the bee, in the stillness of a glowing 
summer day, hum among the honeysuckle, and, 
weighing down its flowers, rob them of their 
lusdous treasures, for the benefit of him who 
reared and watered the parent pjant 
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In my opinion, the love of rural economy and 
improvement, among the lower classes, is a to- 
lerably sure indication that they have virtuous 
dispositions. Idleness, intemperance, and dis- 
honesty, are habits which eradicate from the hu- 
man mind all indination for any thing that is 
less hideous and deformed than themselves; 
^hSle sobriety, industry, and other domestic vir- 
tues, give birth to that desire for innocent luxury 
and useful recreation, which makes the peasant 
both amiable and respectable, without alienat- 
ing his affections ftom the circumscribed sphere 
that his condition necessarily assigns them. 

I had anticipated much pleasu):e from the idea 
of being an eye-witness of that neatness, taste^ 
and inviting simplidty, which, I was told, cha- 
jraeterised the peasantry of Upper Canada, and 
showed them to be, what they really are, the 
happiest people on earth; but I, indeed, felt 
disappointed, when, even in the oldest settle- 
maits, I saw every thing in a state erf primitive 
rudeness and barbarism. However, this circum- 
stance did not make me prematurely draw any 
oondusions respecting the real character of their 
inhabitants. I first entered the houses and got 
acquainted with their inmates, and you, my 
fnend, must do so likewise, in company with 
me, before you form any prepossessions either 
favourable or unfavourable. 
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LETTER VI. 

Village of Queenston-^Situation— Ferry— Portage— Romantic 
: environs — HBights— ^Breadth of the Niagara rireiv-Detth^and 
^baraeter of General Brock— Last American war— Bravery of 
the Canadians — Effects of the war — Prodigality— -Commercial 
embarrassments — ^Vanity of the farmers — Tuscorora Indians- 
Account of their village — Conversation and characters there— ^ 
Indian hymn— View from Queenston heights— Whk'Ipool^** 
Thunder storm— Meteorological phenomenon. 

Now that I havfe reached that part of the province 
called the Niagara district, I shall lay aside the 
form of a journal, which I havehitherto adopted 
and present you with sketches of the ihterestuig 
objects I have met with in different parts of the 
country, without noticing the order in which 
they fell under my observation. My wandarings 
through the more westerly parts of Upper Cana- 
da have been so various, and have taken place at 
so many intervals, that it will be much better for 
me to generalize a little, and give you the results 
of my different journeyings, than to impose upcm 
you the task of perusing a detailed account of 
them individually. 

The village of Queenston is beautifully situat- 
ed at the foot of a hill, and upon the side of the 
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Niagara liver, the bank of^ whidi is high and 
pirectpitoiis. The imagmatkm is i^reeably struck 
with the first view of the pkce. Oh am «ite <^ 
the village is a maustain covered with shrubbery 
and vierdure ;'— behind, a rich and culttvatbd plain 
extends backwards, which is bounded in every di-' 
netion by luxuriant wdods, while in front, the 
IBflgara river ^ ^ides in majestic stillness^ and 
may be) traced, with all its windings, till its wa-^ 
tersare swallowed lip in the vast expanse of 
Lake Ontario. : The soil around Queenston xxm^ 
^sts. chk^* of a red day, the bri^t colour of 
whioh>: upon the roads and declivities where it is 
exposed, forins a dngular cohtralst, during sum- 
mer, : with the pure green of the trees and fields 
m the virfnity. . . 

~ The narrowness of the river hare, and its suit- 
aUeness £>r a ferry, render this one of the prin- 
cipal channels of communication between Upper 
CfOdada md tiie United States; cdnsequently 
tiiere is a continual interc^iange of wagons, cat- 
tie^ passengers, .&a whkh makes Queenston ra- 
ther ^oaare lively than it would otherwise be. 
However, all its extei^md attractiveness dep^ids 
upcm the fineness of its situation. The- build- 
ings are. irregular and inelegant; and an air 
of depression and inactivity pervades the whole 
]daee, to a degree I never saw equalled in any 
vfllage of the same extent 
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Queenston murt inftlHUy aequiw magmtttde 
and importaBpe when the Frovinoe beeomes pch 
puloua and flouriddn^ for it is situated at the 
optmnenoemeht of a portage, which aeTer oan be 
ffvaded by any impioYeinent in the naTig«twn» it 
bdng rendered neeessary by the Falls of Niagau; 
tiierefore all vessels, ebntuning goods and stOBoa 
destined tor the weitom parts of Upper Canada» 
must unload and leave thehr cargoes at Queenatoi^ 
that they may be conveyed overland to Chlpfio* 
wa, where theNiagara rivw again becomes BAvi- 
gable. Ev^ nowi, a good deal of thk eflocrying 
business goes on during the summer m^sa&Mk 
The North-west Company fisrward a cbosidav 
able quantity of stores to the Indian terrttqties 
by this route, and the country merchants reeeive 
annual su^^Ues of goods from Moirtseal» and 
send down pork, floun staves, and potash^ in res 
turn. 

The o^virons of Qneoiston are beautifidly pkv 
turesque and romantk^ and notidng can be finer 
than the {urosped; up the Niagara river. Insme* 
diatdyi above the vilhgeits:diannel narrows very 
mudi, and the banks rise to the height ci three 
hundred feet perpendicular, while at the same 
time they become wild and rocky, and are thick* 
ly covered with, treies of various kinds. In some 
places they partly overareh the river, and thn^ 
an appalling gloom upon its waters, now dadwd 
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into tiirbakiice and impetuoifily by tlie ruin|ei* 
Bcte of Hmr skqpmg bed« It waa night when I 
fint viewed this scene, and as the mocm gmduali 
ly rose, she threw a broken light successively 
upon diffieient portions of the stratm, and aome^ 
thiies bipugfat to view ihe foamy bosom of a Ba^ 
pid, at other timea unveiled the struggling and 
heaving waters of a whirlpool, while the mingled 
nar, on all odes, excited a shuddering ouriosHy 
dbout those parts of the river that roBed along in 
darkness. 

Over the p^pice, on the summit of which I 
stood while I contemplated the scene, nymy of 
the Ameirican soldiers had ruished at the dose of 
the bat^ o£ Queofiston heights. They were so 
warmly pressed by our troops and the Indians, 
and had so little proiqiect of obtaining quarter 
fimaa t^e lattn, that a great number wildly 
dung themselves over the steep, and tried to 
save their lives by catching hdd of the trees that 
grew upon it ; but many ware fnghtfully dadied 
io pieees by the rodcs, and others who reached the 
river perohed in their attempts to swim across 
it Several, who bad dropped ignong the diffii 
ii4du)ut receiving any injury, were afterwarcb 
tamsfixedand killed by felling upon their own 
bayonets, while in the act of leaping from one 
spot to anolher. I dmost imagined I saw tibese 
«ifertuB8te men writhing in all the agonies of a 
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piotraoted d&kth, md gasdng^ widi.eiivy nt i 
oompamons, who ware ooiiTulflively wtehing fx 
breath among the sullen waters below. Wens 
the Canadians inclined to be supenstikbuSy diey 
eould not select a more suitable plan than this 
for the haunt and appeanmoeof uneaHhly beii^; 
Tbe wildness of the wceaeey; the: ^oom iof .the 
dUB^ and the melancholy inddeiit J ha?e just re*, 
lated^ would subject Queenston heights to the 
iuspicion of any peqdemace under the iitfluemie 
of imagination than the Canadians are, and make 
them conjure up half a dozen bteedii^ sentinete at 
the top of the precipice every night ^Blekr sunaet 
At the ferry» the Niagara river is twelve 
hundred and fifty feet in breadth, and from t^ro 
to three hundred in depth* The curr^t is very 
rapid, and the wreathing and perturbed «i^)€ttrw 
ance of the water, shews that Jts coiirs? is miM^ 
impeded 1^ the narrowness of the channel, which 
must be entirely composed of rodks ; fi»v: other- 
wise, the continual and rapid atteition of sudi a 
large river as that which flows throt^h it, would 
undermine and wear away the banks, and thus 
gradually enlarge and widen its course* I could 
iK>t survey tins noble stream, without awe, wfa^ 
I contrasted it in the state in which it flowed be* 
tore me, with the appearance it has whaai ynin^^igg 
with the ocean. I recollected having beat about 
the mouth of the ^t Lawren^ during two daye^ 
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andlMmii^been abrnMl fa^ llie.piQspeot oSukif* 
wredc, winfe in the vessel timt ocmyeyed me to 
li^wer C«iada ; but now the waters wliidi fsxm^ 
ed the dangeioas gidf all pttsaed silently, befoie 
me, witMn the narrow limita bocupkd I^. ti%s 
Magara riv^. The St Lawrenoe derives but a 
small propc»rtion of its tnr^tts fit>m tidbutarf 
breams, the Ottawa being the only riyer:of gr^at 
magnitude that joins it The rivers Ctetudiwet 
Saguehai, Fepediaisdnagau* Blade Rirer^ 6m. 
are trifling indeed, when cconpared with that in- 
to whidi they ^sdiarge themsdves. 

The Niagara river is subject to those periodief^ 
altofaismis in height, whidi, as I have abe^dy 
ment^ed, occar in the lakes. This &xx be sa* 
tii^uterily pDDved by the whacfs at Qjueenston^ 
some of which Bxe five feet higher above the suTf 
hce of the river than they were in the year 1817, 
and also by the water*marks left on the perp^* 
tUcukr sand-banks nc^r the ferry. 
' Greneral Brock iras killed at the battle of 
Queenston heists, and the. place where he fdl 
was pointed out to me. The Canadians hold the 
^QCToory <^ this heave and excellent man in great 
veneration, but have not yet attempted to testify 
tiieir respect for his virtues in any way, except 
by shewing to strangers the spot (m which he re- 
ceived his mcnrtal wound. He was more popu- 
kr, and more bdoved by the inhabitants of Up- 
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pfV'C&Midi^ duqi any man tfa^ arer had aaacBg 
them^aiid with reason; fiar he posaaised, in an 
enineiit degree^ those virtues winch add luatri 
to bravely^ and those talents that shine alike kk 
the cabinet and ii^^the fieM. His mahn»s and 
dispodtiobs wete so condBatihg as to gain I2ie 
Hflfectibn of all whom he commanded, while Im 
innate noblei^ss and dignity of mind secored 
him a respect almost am6mitij% to ven^»tloi& 
He is now styled the Hepo of U|^)er Canada^ 
and» had he lived, liiere is no dboibt hot the war 
would have terminated very ££ferentiy firoaa 
what it did The Canadian fiirmers are not o ver- 
burtii^sed willi 8ensil»lity, yet I have seen seve* 
nd ei them shed tears, when an eulogium was 
pronounced upon the immortal and genemiuh 
nnnded deliverer of thdr country. 

General Brock was killed dose to the road 
that leads through Queenston village, and an 
aged thorn bush now marks the place where he 
fell, when the fatal ball entered his vitals This 
qpot may be caUed classic ground, for a view of 
it must awaken in the minds of all those who 
duly appreciate the greatness of his character, and 
are aeqiiamte^ with the nature of his resources and 
exertions, feelings as warm and enthusiastic as the 
contemjdation of monuments consecrated l^ anti- 
quity can ever do. Oft, at night, have I sat under 
the thorn tree, when every li^t in the village was 
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«{riwgi&Iied,aQdiiature par^idpat^ in diefqpo0e 
l^bat whieh sealed the eyes of Eoortals. Thm the 
flro-flies, twinkling am<»ig the reoeeses of the dia^ 
tmt focertflb would be the only objecta diat exhi* 
l^Stted an appeajraroe of life to the eye ; white thi 
}4&igaia rivar rolled its aublime tide ailmtly 
^iAGgt and dranh, in quiedoeiit luxuriano^ the 
fliioda of l%ht that were poured upon its boaom 
by it gbriouf moon* On one side^ tt^ setting 
slairs were atragg^lii]^ with the mists that rose 
istmn Lake Ontario ; and on the other, clouda of 
tfpimy, evolved Stom the mighty cataract, ascend* 
ed majestically to heaven, — scMnetin^s shi^ng 
themselves into vast pyramids Uiat resembled 
0ikcm<a,pt mountains, and sometimes extending 
th€^ v^umes into phimtom-like forms, whieh 
imagination mi^t, figure to be the presidmg 
g^ui of the water^f alL 

The last Amerii^n war forms an important 
&m in the history of Upper Canada, and at 
such, it is dontinui^y referred to by the people, 
whe^ when alluding in a general way to ihe time 
at whic^ any drciunstanee ooeiirred^ say that it 
hiqfip^ied before or after the war. The invadcHi 
^.the Province ^dted no attentiidn in Europe 
or even in Britain, for at ibe time it took place 
wie were engaged, in oonjunc^jaon with the great 
oAitifBental powers, in a ocmtest so gigantic and 
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momentous, that all mtmn* condentt of the same 
nature were forgotten amidst the anxiety and 
alarm which the varying anticipations of its result 
produced on the pubUc mind. However, the 
hostilities which tock place in Upper Canada^ 
although conducted on a small scal^ were very 
interesting in their charact^, and would fumith 
esroellent materials for a work such as is usually 
called a Campaign. A warfare carried on in 'a 
wild and wooded country, and with the aadst- 
ance of Indian allies, is productive of incidents 
and events, which never occur in an open field 
of battle, nor during the rencounter of reguhr 
troops. 

The Imtvery of the Canadian miHtia, whidi 
was brilliantly conspicuous on many occasions, 
has neither been sufficiently known, nor duly ap- 
preciated, on the other side c^ the Atlantic. The 
regular troops on fordgn service have generally 
a good opportunity of securing to themselves all 
the glory that results from a successful campaign, 
although a part only may belong to them; as 
€tiey are always inc^ned to undervalue tbe ser- 
vices of the militia, and often treat them with 
contempt and ridicule, merely because they have 
not been initiated into the minutiae of miMtary 
discipline and parade. I am aware, that the gal- 
lantry of the native battalions of Upper Canada 
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has been kept in the badc-ground, by thk wast 
of generosity which prevails anKHig the regular 
troops. 

The last war was productive of most injuri- 
ous consequences to the colony, and these have 
not been counterbalanced by a single advantage, 
except that the militia now feel a confidence in 
the efiiciency of their arms, which may induce 
them to take the field with boldness and alacrity, 
should hostilities again commence. Before the 
declaration of war took place. Upper Canada was 
in a state of progressive though slow improve- 
ment, atid her inhabitants prudently attempted 
such exertions only as were proportioned to 
their metos. Agriculture was pursued by all 
classes, and few thought of enriching themsdves 
by any other occupation. But militia duty ol>- 
figed them to abandon their farms, which wete 
of course neglected,-— the lands became waste, the 
cattle were carried away, and the buildings per* 
haps burnt by the enemy. However, the mili-* 
tary establishments had brought such an influx 
of money into the country, that every one forgot 
his distresses, and thought himself on the high 
road to wealth, when he found he could sell any 
thing he possessed for double its real value, and 
have his pockets stuffed with army bills, as a re^ 
compense for some trifling service done to go- 
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vcnun^nt At this time^ tiie aVumlaiice of m* 
eubtiiig medium, and tlie liberalitj with whic^ 
it was expended, induced many people to bring 
laige quantities of goods from Montreal, and re- 
tail stores doon became numercHis in every part 
of the country. As the people continued to buy 
agreat deal, and to pay for a great deal, the mar* 
diants willingly allowed them unlimited cre^ 
dit, erroneously supposing that dieir customers 
would always be aUe to discharge their debts^ 
and that the temporary wealth q£ the Province 
would continue. But when peace was restcnred^ 
when the troops were withdrawn, and all milt* 
tary operations suspended, the people socm par- 
cdved that a sad reverse awaited them. They 
found that the circulation of money gradually 
decreased, that they could ^o longer revel upcm 
tte bounty of a profuse govemmait, auk! that 
they b^an to grow poorer ev^ dliy ; while the 
prospect cS returning to their ravi^ed and un- 
cultivated farms afforded but fittte consohticMfii 
as the spirit of industry Imd been es:tinguiiA« 
ed by tiie lavish manner in whidi most of 
them had lived during the War. As a largtf 
portion of the live stock which thcf (iountry ^n* 
tmned had been carried away by the enetnyi chr 
jeonsumed by our o^ troops, the fiurmeH werd 
ioiUiged to purdiase eati3e from the Americans^ 
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etud tbff 8 llle kaatntf wm st$to fmhe^ diiaiiM ^ 
Mitdi bf ih« islircidMliMg 6))&cte, itrid ill a way tod 
tiMt ]^i«(dtie^ »0 tfcAd^Q^kiidi iidVaniflgei: 

In ibiktm ^ tiitic^ «be Hforitreid wboleMte 
mtitHtQftt biegiii td ui^ tlidi' etHwspoikiarti 
to «He Uppef VvniOKX fb» temiitaness, vrfakli 
ficiiny <df ^ fitter boUld ntit toskk\ fot^ onapt 
fftjHng to' 131096 ivhotn they Uiid fb^liMrrly truttod 
to a k^tfbot<nt» ifaisy fotmd tllat^ with a few tei 
Vtsp&aim, titey were alik^ iHttbte arid lun^rflttii^ 
to diiiAiii^ tiielr d^s. Tbe oeutttvy tfaut 
Ml idio a «tafce cif ^thbamasiient^ WMdi- liontii- 
ftnto to ia^ieaise: moit of tl9tt uKin^uito bav« 
vttty largfe dtttKtftfldtilg dcbte} irhi^b^ if.«DUe«i' 
ed by ttwtad of sditk, wdtdd ruia twoLtfadrdl 
of tfa^ fcrffierftki thf^ Ptovinee^ and bhotld tbe 
M^ntteA wh^stile ddatet« hdv^ recotiHtt ia ^ 
iiiilat> hrtfaanoes^ !tMi>y of thdr correspondetiti 
would beoofttie imolv^nt likewise. Bbth ^i»tie<^ 
tibi^«SK^ judidotttfy tedipoii^e, being siliafied 
tlMlt it is» at present, the most adtantttgedtt^ 
]^oll{y titey cata parau^. 

1^ war has thuct befen the indti ctouse 6f the 
pifeteiit embattastted atid unl^tHisb^ itMe of 
U(i^r Catiada^ «lid {^oduoed this «flect ih &t^6 
dilfer^t ways : first it wlis ^s& vai^sbi of Mth^ 
drawitig the tdiiids of its inbabititntB froitt thek 
Usual pursoits and oceu|>ati(Ais; nfext it ^tin- 
giiished that ste^fiess iMd sj^t of induitf^ 
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hfidy, it created a temponuy wealth in the 
Province, whidi induced the people to be lavish 
iaevery respect, and contract debts that weieal- 
togetlmr diq^pcnrtianttte to their meam ci p^F* 
ment Time has in some d^eeeaineli<mt€d the 
two first bad effects; but the mercinnts faftve 
been, and will b^ the means of perpetuating the 
last The nuinber of n^rehants thfit Upper 
Canada contains, and the mode in whidi they 
cany on business, are drcwnstances eqi»iUy de* 
tr.uctive to the interests of the oohmy. Exte^ 
dve credit is ahnost univ^sallj given to tihe 
fitrmers, one-tenth of whcnn have neither indinar 
tion nor prud^ce Plough to adapt tlieir expen- 
diture to th^ir means ; and, as they generally pay 
and contract debts in an inverse ratip, thar diffi- 
culties increase every year, and (rflai at last ter* 
piiliate in the sale of their property, whidi some*^ 
times takes place with the consent o£ the owry^ 
but oftener in consequence of a suit If the 
merchants desisted entirely finom sellii^ <m credil^ 
it would be equally advantageous for theinselves 
and their customcars. The latter might indeed be 
acnn^times piit to a little inconvenience, if they 
wanted, to purchase any thii^ and had not pro- 
duce or money to pay fw it at the time ; but this 
would tefch them a habit of economy, which 
they never can acquire^ while the present facility 
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€f suppiymg thdr wants exists, or as long as 
tiiear absurd and monstrous vanity remains un- 
dm^ed, and urges diem to indulge in luxuries 
mid &iery to wluch their condition in life does 
not entitie ihem. Had the farmers of Upper 
C^mada been prevented from getting into debt, 
kad hsA they remained satisfied with homespun, 
tihey wouM now enjoy, in its fullest extent, that 
ndependence which they profess to value so 
Idl^y, but Hie substahtkl part of which they 
hkve wholly lost, as there is hardly an incUvi- 
dllid among them who is not liable to have an 
execution served against him ii^en it suits the 
interest of those to whom he is indebted. 

The iffar has had a most pemidous efBect upon 
tiie mords g£ the people, which, I believe, were 
never very unexceptionable. The presence of a 
hoitye army always enables those who are in« 
mdined, to ccmunit excestes of every description 
witii impumty; aiid example is more than 
usually contagious under such circumstances. 
Most of the American private soldiers were en* 
tirely destitute of moral principle, or any sense 
of decency, and often eichibited a wanton aiid 
unblushing profligacy, which in Europe Would 
have received chastisement from the law. A 
good deal of this was ccnnmunicated to the pea- 
wintry of Upper Canada, and tiie influence ci 
the infecticm is not yet entirely destroyed. 
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Leal Hm dnatrtmtkxi upon the eftdkt of tW 
war f botild bteonae tarasome, I shatt obmflctt 
the mhjett, and take yoa to visit the TkMCbi* 
nmi jbidians^ wfa6 have a tillage on the Ania» 
<mn ftt)titiei^ a jfew inilsft from LewistoA^ Tbt 
riUitge oonflHTte of seVbtity or eighty houses^ 
which ar^ bUilt of Ic^ atod extend ak^g amad 
tiiree miles in lengths On reiofaii^ the first 
faabttationi, I entemd it without any cereniQliyv 
and fMnd two Ii^ial» sitting cross4cgged 611 f^ 
hed, imddng tomaluKwk pipes; th^ had'^tbft 
most dtowsy contented air possible, and babdijp^ 
took the tronUe to intn their ey^ nposv ma 
Near thdm was ^1 old squaw repairing moetat 
mia, and a youhg m^ eatii^ butter-milk and 
{x>tatoes. Unfortidmtdy, nmie of the party mh^ 
derstood English^ and I was oUiged, after hiiv^ 
ing mmained some time in tbe middle of tii^ 
flocnr neatly unnotioed, to proceed to anetimr 
hoilse. I visited several habitations, and getier^ 
aUy found liieir inmates engaged miM^ in the 
same manner as I have desmbed; the beds^ 
looms, and kitdien utensils, were all odioudy 
dirty^ and none of tiie families seemed to have ac« 
quif^ the domestic habits of white people* At 
last, in one of the huts, I found a woman who spoke 
English well, and I immediate entered intoean-^ 
versation with heii She informed me thafr the ¥9* 
lage contained about two huncfared souls^ but that 
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a:ibw montfailst&re the population had amount- 
ed to moretfaan tiiree hundred; however, alaige 
number of Hob inhahitaqts had renooved to the 
Gfand Birer ip eonsequciibe of reli^oas diC^ 
fiotencea^ SQ that aU who xemained were pvofiras* 
mg Chriflliana. ^ What ppevented tilke others 
from rec^vii^ Hie M& P'' sadd I ; ^ Ob f vetom- 
ed«he^ ^ tibeaeffne dervil, I suppose, that n»k)ea 
iBao ivbite peofde live so bad.'' <^ We»e tlioiBe 
Indiana that left the viHi^ very wkkedr^^^ 
^ Not so very, but tb^ Aought the Gveafc 9pr> 
lit had made them only to dance, and sing, and 
hunt, and get drunk, and they never had a 
BiUe in their hands from one month to another ; 
and when we advised them, they were angry, 
and said they liked thefa^ own God best'* — ** I 
suppose you have none but good people among 
you now ?" — *^ Some of them only pretend to be 
good ; but if they're not true, it will be the worse 
fcMT them afterwards." 

Mr Crane, a missionary, preaches in the Tus- 
corora village ; but unfortunately he does not un- 
derstand the Indiw languag^j^ and is consequent- 
ly oUiged to use an interpreter. He has taught 
lOany of the inhabitants to r«ad and write, as 
9kQ to uisid^rrtand the goi^l of St Jk)hn» whiob 
is, trani^ted into Mohawk, and! I am told they 
we veiy scalar in their attendanee at ehuroh. 

Attbe last boase I visited, I found the iiiha- 
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bhante far ad^moed in fitarary attmnm^ta An: 
old man, after inquiring about the stute of fiab^ 
lie affiiirs m Catiada, proceeded to give n^ m 
summary ci the politiGs t>f Eurc^ ; and Hiov^ 
he made wme very amudng blunders, he sbom^ 
ed that he had read a great many newspapwi« 
One of his sons, wi& an air of vanity, produced 
a paper book, in which he had vnntbm the van* 
mis hynHis that the missionaries had translated 
into Indkm. I gratified him much by oc^ying 
part of one, whi<^ I ann^ic, and h<^ you witt 
find it more intdligibte tiian I do !«— 

FLORIDA. 

I. 
Nyoh son gwea lea rouh 

Tak wa ya ta te rist 
Ne wjM)ii-ny, ne-M-hah-ha^ 

Kyea-te-ry, ogh-when-tsya. 



Ne-on-gwe-hon-gon-ah 

Niyoh, ra-goh-son-te 
Rots-se-noe-ny^ ra-on gwea sa 

Oni-yoii-ton-ha-rouh. 

He next directed my attention to some of his 
drawings, which were ostentatiously pasted upon 
the walls of the house. One large piece was a re- 
presaitatbn of the battle of Waterloo, and, in 
omsonance with the Indian taste, it exMlnted a 

7 
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gKttt deal of Uooddied and dwgfattr. Several' 
otiier of. the young artii^s piodiictkns were 
pointed put to my notiQe, one of whidi I pur« 
ehased^ that I might give him more nibttaptial 
pcooft of my adnuration than mece piaise oould 
bestow* 

The inhabitants c^ tiie Tusoorora viUa^ pot* 
sessaconnderable number of cows and hogs, with 
afewhocoes. Some of them have likewise snudl 
gBOoAem, but I oould not ascertain whoioe they 
derived their subsistence^ as there is no huntii^ 
ground near Lewiston« 

The Indians are far frombdng stupid,althougfa, 
to a superficial observer, they have very much 
Ihat appearance. They are very reserved, scarcely 
ever speaking to the white people, except when 
spok&k to; and it is difficult to excite in fhem any 
kind of > emotion, for they concdive it a piece of 
weakness to be affected by astonishment, joy, or 
anxie^. Theyslumberawayagreatpart of their 
lives, sitting with legs crossed, smoking their 
pipes, and, I suppose, building castles in the air. 
. The prospect from the top of Queenstonmouh^ 
tain is the finest and most extaisive that Upper 
Canada aflGbrds, and, in an eminent degree, com- 
bines the beautiful and the magnificent The 
wild and majestic precqpices which engulf (me part 
(rf'the Niagara river, the windings and mirrored 
expanse of that noble body of wato*, thedim and 
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with the ymhafc fruhwds^ tt|idE.f3Wll6» toid im^ 
piffiYj^ fields, glommg l^enmtii n puw il^, octteer 
tirel}^ fixrm a wme of: adnnrah^ t&cb Bm^oBrnf-) 
pcisitiom . ijvea Yoork; mSpadi k iMtpy-^ nikii 
distant, and lies very low, can be seen £rom the 
sww^l of this luU during deai^ imiii)^ 

Th^ mad t(»nraids Niagara FaUa fawnesi Aa 
bank of the liises.a little way abefve. Quemiteiv 
a^ winds thnu]^ a. oamtsy more b^aiiitifi4^ 
odthvttf d, and mi/jtkig; than any other past o£ 
the Province. The farms, hfiDe hasong been long 
QQ^^pied, ar€| ^v^ deaied; and the roai being 
eKoelle^t^^and enlivened with a> dose aupeesaoii 
of houae;}^ the whote soeiie. preseaite an fapeofc 
somewhat xivilked qi^ ieon^strtab]^. Th|s piwb 
l^ia oi Uppec Csmada, ftom ita enmparaitiYdy 
hi^ st^te of enltiisaUon, its nearness ta tht fKXOn 
ti#r, aip[4 its.Qthec local advantages, fovniA a m^^ 
apeeable p}aee qf Desidenae. than is to .be mtfe 
with a:f3ff whfiBe armmd 

About fourmil^s above jQnaenston, thece s| q 
singular.and inteKestii](g part of die N^agafa river, 
ca%fLi:ha WhiripooL The Ifiuiks hem ase eK^ 
tKcnaely l|^h and peypwdipiilar;. and, in adiU 
tion to the natural channel, the ^uFrent of the 
riv^ has %rmed a semi^baulas ei^cavatioa m 
ikeoi msemUi^g a small bay. ^ffae i^uth of it 
ianutttt than a thousand ieet wide, iuad itSr length 
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tMmefy'itqpid, ivhenever it rradiea the up|Mr 
pMKt of this iMTf/fofvakn the divect dumnel, luiid 
awdeps wiUOjipuiid the aides of it ; whe8» hac^veg 
Bftade this fOLtoaordiimry eimat, itxegBina itftfvot 
per cmirse, and nKibf» unth pertQihed vflodigi 
h^tween twa pevpmdieal^p pireeipiett^ whidi mt 
we^mca»tbant(axtlmmi^ The 

Mf&te c£ the ivhirlpoel is in. a etate of walijh 
Bualagtt^tioiL The water hdh, potantiea up^ and 
immtl|»s, in a manner that pronrea its feevftd 
diqpth and the eonfinement it sufl^ra; as treefl^ 
that pctmewkhin thej^l|«eof the cunent, aor 
swept along wi^ a quivepng ai^^zag Qpotiaa 
ii*ich it is dUbavih to deacriba This s|ngufaur 
l^yo^ water must he seiroial hondcediie^etidaep^ 
aiid has not hitbeitabeci^ froaeib orer, althohghin 
spiiDg the hrcdten. iee that deseeada ifom. Laka 
il^e celleets i|v sueh quantitiea apon its. socfaoe^ 
and beeonea so dose^ wedged teg^ther, thatifc 
resista the coVMnt, (aid reoaaiaa^titt warni weatiMr 
bseahaitup. Ihe whirlpool is one i^thagMi^ 
natmal dutjmities faa the Uppar Srovinoev a^it 
the qiffleiqtarcatipg to the Bciind» 8& Its fm&A 
tion cannot be vatibpattj^ aeooairted to^., 

While examining this singular spot, a heavy 
shower of rain came on, which obliged me to take 
shelter under a projecting diff. Terri£k; thun- 
der and vivkllightning soon began to accompany 
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the torrent whidi poused from the domk^ and I 
fidt much alarmed, n^er having before witnesa- 
ed a jstorm so violent and appalling. A strong 
wind tossed about the trees that grew near the 
banks of the river, sometimes ben^g them to 
such a d^re^ that their bou^ lashed tiie water, 
and aoinetimes bringing the hcaqches so suddenly 
into ocdlisiixi, that they were theieby shattered 
i^ainst each other. Ahostof Uaekdoudsatfint 
covered the dcy; but in a £5W minutes a great por- 
tion of it was unveiled in that state of transparent 
and dewy brightness whidi often suooeeds a stcmn, 
and two rainbows, — resfdendent henhk c^peaee 
aoioi^ the elements,-— soon appeared. But tiie 
other parts of the heavens continued dark and 
lowerii^ as ever, while flashes of foiked lightning 
cburted over th^n in rapid sucoessian, till a sud- 
den change of tiie wind alt^?ed the dispositioii of 
tte douds witii astonishing celerity, and conv^* 
ed the tempest to tiiat part of the firmamaiit 
where the calm had f<mnerly been. This was 
repeated twice or thrice in the course of half an 
hour, so that the contrasts which the slqrexhihitfd 
during this time were brilliant, ui»xpected» and 
interesting, beyond all description. 
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LETTER VII. 

Niagara Fall»— -Different views of them— View from the TaUe 
Rock— Rainbows — ^A bold experimentT-Appearance of the 
dieet of water— Noise— Difficult road to the bottom of the 
cataraet— A parikias attempt there — ^View from the river 
under the cat^ract-^American Fall-^Dimensicms of. the Falb 
--People carried over them— Anecdote of an IndiaiH-rWild 
ducks— Visit to Manchester— Mr Porter's bridge above th« 
Falls— Goat Island^-Speculations-^Rapids of the Niagara 
river. 

Now that I propose to attempt a desciiptkm of 
tbe Falls of Niagora, I feel mysdf thieateiied 
with a return of those throbs of tiembling ex* 
peetiition, whidi agitated ine on my.first vifflk to 
tiisse atupend<ms catarad;^ and to wfaidi every 
person of the least sensibility is liable^ when he 
is aa the eve of seeing any thing that has strongly 
exdted his curiosity» or powerfully affected his 
imagination. I fair I will not be able to ccmvey 
a eomect id^ of the scene I mean to describe. 
Yet, anxious as I am that you should have just 
conceptions of it, I would not^ willingly, have 
accepted your company, when I first visited 
Niagara Falls ; — as any objiect that did not enter 
into the real composition of the mighty scene, 
would have proved a source of painfiil interup- 
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tion to me while engaged in contempli^ng its 
magnificent features. 

The form of Niagara Falls is that of an irre- 
gular semidrde^ about three quarters c£ a mile 
in extent* This is divided into two distinct cas- 
cades, by tiie interyentioQ of Groat Isl^nct, the 
e^tyemity of whiQh is pwpwdicular, aad in a 
^ mtk tbQ predpioe over whic* tUe Yf^im is 
pccgacted. The cataract on the Canada side of 
the rivar is called the Horse-shoe, or Great I%dl, 
from its peculiar fprm, — and that next the United 
States the American Fall. 

Three extensive views of the Falls may be ob- 
tained iSfimx three di^reqt pkoea In genefal, the 
&8t <^{»rtunity travelleis have of sedng tiie cata- 
ntot is fh>m tile higfahroad, which, at one point, lies 
new the hank of the riv^. This place, however, 
\mng ceinsiderably above the lerel of the Falls, 
and. a good way beyond them, affi^ds a view 
that ia compamtiy^ly liqperl^ct and unfa]^|K)shig. 

The T^le Rock, from which the FaUs of 
]^ii^(aija may be contemplated in all their ^pfan- 
d(Wr, lies on an CKact level with the edge ef tiie 
entftraet, <m the Cai^da i^de, and, indeed, fortos 
a part oi the pxedipice over which the water 
giubas. It derives its naipe from the dreum- 
stanoe oi its projecting beyond the cMfe that 
9upper^ it like the leafed a tfiUe. To gain *tb}s 
ppntifiii^ it is neeessavy to descend a steep 
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bmik, told t6 Mxm a path tiUit wiiidB atB«^ 
ifetrubbeiy iud taees, Which entirely ooncieal from 
tte eye the ncme iMt aWaits him who traverses 
it Wheti near the t^mination of this rbad/a 
few steps carried me beyond aQ these obstruct 
tkms, and a magnificent airtphitheatre of ^aia^ 
ndt» bilrst upon my yi«w with appalling ^dderi^ 
ness «nd ibigesty. However^ in a moment tfe 
ti6en^ was Concealed from my eyes by a dense 
cioud of spray, which involved me so complete^ 
lyi that I did not dare to extricate myself. A 
mingled rushing and thundering filled thy #arsi 
I -could see nothing except when the wind mad^ 
a chami in the spray, and then tremendous cata^ 
iBctS seem^ to encompass m6 on every dde^ 
while below, a raging and foamy gUlf of undisco^ 
vanbl^ extent lashed the rodcs with its hissing 
Wares, and swallowed, under a hoi^ble obseti« 
rity, ihe isuioldng floods that were predpitated 
into its bosom. 

At first, the sky was obsoired by ckmdi^ bat 
after a few minutes the sun burst forth, and tlie 
breeze subs^ng at iiie same time, permitted tlie 
qnuy to ascend perpendiculiu'ly. A host <jf py-* 
randdid clouds rose majesticsdiy, (me after an^ 
othtt, fpMi the abyss at the bottom of the EbU; 
and each, when it had ascended a little above the 
edge of the cataract, displayed a beautiful rim* 
bow, wluch in a few numients was gi^ldualty 
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tmrfaired into the bosom of tbe doud that hn* 
mediatdy succeeded. The spray of the Great 
Fall had extended itself through a wide spstce 
directly over me, and^ receiving the full influ^nM 
of the sun, exhilnted a luminous and magnificent 
rainbow, which continued to over-arch and irra- 
diate the spot on which I stood, vdiile I entim* 
sitttically contemplated the indescribable soene. 

Any person, who has nerve enough (as I faad)^ 
may plunge his hand into the water of the Great 
Fall after it is projected over the precipice, mere- 
ly by lying down flat, with his face beyond 
the edge of the Table Rock, and stretching out 
his arm to its utmost extent. The experiment 
is truly a hcxrible one, and such as I would not 
wish to repeat ; for, even to this day, I fed a 
Juddering and recoiling sensation when I recol- 
lect having been in the posture above described/ 

The body of water which composes tiie middk 
part of the Great Fall is so immense, that it ds^ 
scends nearly two-tiiirds of the space without be- 
ing ruffled or broken, and the solemn calmness 
with which it rdls over the edge of the prec^picead 
finely contrasted with the perturbed appearance 
it assumes after having reached the gulf bdow. 
But the watar towards each side of the Fall is 
shattered the moment it drops over the rode, 
and loses as it descends, in a great measure, the 
character of a fluid, being divided into pyra* 
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turned upwards. The surface of the gaU bebw 
the cataract presents a very smgular aspect; seem- 
iagy as it were» filled with an immetise quan- 
tity of boar frost, which is agitated by stoaU 
and rapid undulations. The particles of water 
are daz2^gly white, and do not appwently unite 
together, as might be supposed, but seem to con^ 
tinue for a time in a state c^ distinct comminu- 
tion, and to repel each other with a thrilling and 
duv^ing moti(xi which cannot easily be described; 
The noise made by the Horse-shoe Fall, though 
very great, is infinitely less than might be ex- 
pected, and varies in loudness according to the 
state of the atmosphere. When the weath^ is 
dear and firosty, it may be distinctly heard at 
the distance of ten or twelve miles ; nay mudi 
further when there is a steady breeze: but I 
have frequently stood upon the declivity, of the 
hi^ bank that overlooks the Table Rock, and 
distinguished a low thundering only, whidi, at 
times was altogether drowi^ amidst the roar- 
ing t)f tl^ lUqpids abovt3 the catarai^. In my 
opinion, the ecnicave shape of the Great Fall exr 
^ains this drcumstance. The noise vibrates 
Aota one side of the rocky recess to the other, 
ami a little only escapes from its ocHifinemait, 
aiid even this is less distinctly heard tlian it 
wmdd oth^wise be, as the pifofusion df s^j. 
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femdten the idr nwt Ab itilMicfe A Vefjr iiidU&» 
ent o6nduotor of sound* 

The road to the bottom of the FiUl ptoseoi* 
Tomj more difilcalties than that trhich Iwda to 
the Table Hock. After leaving the Table B^a^ 
the traveller must pi^oceed down the river aeAiiy 
half a mile» wherehe trill (iome to a small Ghaimin 
tile bank, hi whidi the|« ii a ^ilral stmnMd ee^ 
dofted in a wooden builditlg. By desMnditigt^ 
ittair, which is sevi^ty or e^hty ^t ^i^diiaii' 
lar height, he will find himseilf under t^ pradk 
pic^ on the top of which h^ finrmerly walked. 
A high but sloping bank extends frota it^ base 
to the edge of the river i and on the sumiidt ^ 
thig there isi a narrow slippery path, covferM WitSi 
l^gular fragments of rode, whidi leads to the 
(^eat Fall The impending diSs, bung witb A 
profusion of trees dnd brushwood, over^urdi thU 
road, and seem to vibmte with the thunden c^ 
the cataract. In Some places they rise abki^itly 
to the height of one hundred feet^ and display 
upon their surfkces, fossil shells, and the Digank 
remains of a former World; thus sublimely iead* 
ing the mind to (iontemplate the convulsions 
Which natut^ has und^gone since the <ireatioh* 
As the traveller advances, he is ^ghtfotty stim^ 
ned by the appalling ndse ; for clouds of spray 
sometimes envdope him, and suddenly dieck fait 
fdtering steps,'^rattk6nakes start iftom th6 ttvi- 
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^H ot the tocki, atid the is^eream of eagles sotn^'^ 
ing amcoig the whirlwinds of eddying vapour, 
tvhidi obdcore the gulf of the cataract, ^t inter- 
vals announce that the raging waters have htirled 
some bewildered animal ovef the predpie^. After 
scrtmiUing among piles (^ huge fockt thftt ob- 
stmct his way, the traveller gains the bottom of 
the Fall^ where the soul can be susceptil]4e only 
of one emotion, vi2. that of uncontroll&ble terror. 
It was not until I had, by frequent ejtdursions 
to the Falls, in some mea^ui'e ftmiliatized my 
miiid with their sublimMed, that I vefttnred to 
explore t^p^9t«f/-aZid^ of the Great CataMct. The 
predpies orer which it rolls is very much ardied 
imd^ta^ath ; while the impetus which the water 
receives in ltd descent projects it far beyond the 
diff, md ti^us an immense Grothic arch is form- 
ed by the ro<;k and the torrent Twice I en- 
tered this cavern, and twice I was obliged to 
retrace my step^, lest I should be suffocated by 
the blasts tit dense spray that whirled around 
niej howevw, the thurd time I succeeded in ad- 
vfitaqng about twenty-five yards. Here dark* 
ness began to endrde me ; on one side, the black 
diff sttretd^d itself into a gigantic arch far above 
my head, and on the other, the dense and hissing 
t^rent formed an impenetrable sheet of foam. 
With Whidi I Was drenched in a moment The 
Kkfe wire so sHppery, that I could hardly keep 
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my feet, or hold securely by them; whik the 
horrid din made me think the precipices above 
were tumbling down in colossal fragmmts upon 
my head. 

It is not easy to determine how far an indi- 
vidual might advance between the sheet of water 
and the roqk ; but were it even possible to ex- 
plore the recess to its utmost extremity, scarcely 
Miy one, I believe, would have courage to at- 
tempt an expedition of the kind. 

A little way below the Great Fall, the river 
is, comparatively speaking, so tranquil, that a 
ferry-boat plies between the Canada and Ame- 
rican shores, for the cc«ivenience of travellers. 
When I first crossed, the heaving flood tossed 
about the skiff with a violence that seemed very 
alarming ; but as soon as we gained the middle 
of the river, my attention was altogether engag- 
ed by the surpassing grandeur of the scene be-? 
fore me. I was now within the area of a semi- 
circle of cataracts, more than three thousand feet 
in extent, and floated on the surface of a gulf, 
raging, fathomless, and interminable. Majestic 
diffs, splendid rainbows, lofly trees, and columns 
of spray were the gorgeous decorations of this 
theatre of wonders, while a dazzling sun shed re- 
fulgent glories upon every part of the scene. — • 
Surrounded with clouds of vapour, and stunned 
into a state of confusion and terror by the hide- 
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ous noise^ I looked upwards to the hdght of 
one hundred and fifty f^et, and saw vast floods, 
dense, awful, and stupendous, vehemently burst- 
ing over the precipice, and rolling down, as if 
the windows Of heaven Were opened to pour 
another deluge upon the earth. Loud sounds, 
resemblinjg discharges of artillery or volcanic -ex- 
plosions, were now distinguishable amidst the 
watery tumult, and added terrors to the abyss 
from which they issued. The sun, looking ma- 
jestically through the ascending spray, was en- 
circled by a radiant halo ; whilst fragments of rain- 
bows floated on every side, and momentarily va- 
nished only to give place to a succession of 
others more brilliant. Looking backwards, I 
saw the Niagara river, again become calm and 
tranquil, rolling magnificently between the tower- 
ing cMs that rose on either side, and receiving 
showers of orient dew-drops fi^om the trees that 
gracefully over-arched its transparent bosom. 
A gentle breeze ruflBed the waters, and beauti- 
ful birds fluttered around, as if to welcome its 
egress from those clouds of spray, accompanied 
by thunders and rainbows, which were the he- 
ralds of its precipitation into the abyss of the ca- 
taract. 

The American Fall, which it is quite unne- 
cessary to describe, is higher than the Horse- 
shoe, its pitch being 164 feet; however, the 
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quantity of water frhi^ rolls ov&t i$ not nearly 
so great as in the fornix. H^re^ as on the C^ 
nac^ side, there is ft wooc^ ^st^jis^asis, by wU|^ 
tile most nervous l^d.t^nid p^:«oii nwy d^^ces^ 
tpthe bottom of the cataract w}th ease and s^fe^^ 
, The Kiqgara F9lls appear to the pbswver qf 
a ttiaggitude inferior to what they reajly ar^ 
beqaii^ the olgeets surtoonding do not b^ar ^ 
du^ proportion to diem. The river» diffi;» and 
trees, lure on a comparatiyely small scaU^ f^fic^ 
add little to th^ oompositicHi or grandeur of the^ 
soc^e; therefcxre, he who contemi^^ the c^fu 
racts unccmsciQUsly reduces them to such dim^^, 
sipns as correspond with those of the c(U}tigupus 
objects; thus divesting one part (^the scene cf^ 
good dealof its ma^aificence, without ^mpfiiuii* 
cating^ any additicn)ajl grandeur to the other. 

Theextmt of the Falls has never becat^ cpr- 
rectly ascertained, as, indeed, their peculiar fornit 
Mid several <^er circumstances, reader. tb|s 
impossibly. The height of the gr^t FaUi % 
teSfi&x with a plumb-line by some eiiy^neers 
ftom the United States, was found to \)e 149 feet 
9 indies. Its curve is supposed to extend SIOjO 
ts^r and its arc jmy measure nearly, half that 
space* The breadth of Goat Island, which di^ 
tides the two cataracts^ has been found to be 
984 feet, and that of the American Fall 1140 
figet Therefore tlie whole drcumference of the 
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pi«ei^icec^rl«rM«h tlietatsra^ feet^ 

i«ia the width of the cataract itarif 324» feet 
At one tune, therTabk Kock extended fifty feet 
beyond the^ cliffe that support it, but its project 
d<m is not iso ^i^t at present; 

Thef^ have be^ sevend instances of pec^de 
b^ng i^dried ovet t^e Falls, but I believe none 
of the bodi^ ever were found. The rapidity of 
^j^ liver, befereit tumbles down the predpio^ 
is so great, that a human body would certainty be 
whirls along without sinking ; therefore, some of 
thoe^ i^tividuals to whom I afiade, probably re* 
liiined thefa: s^^s tSl they reached the edge ^ 
^ cataract^ and evai looked down upon the gulf 
into which they were the next moment pieci* 
plotted. 

Mfitiy years ago^ an Indian, while attempting 
t6 &0S9 the fiv» above the Falls, in a cano^ had 
1^ {mddle struck firom his hands by the rapidity 
ot^tbe Curreift He was immediately hurried to* 
wards the cataract, and, sedng that death was 
inevitable, he covered his head with his ck)ak, 
md resigned himself to destruction. However, 
when he approadied the edge of the cataract; 
shuddering nature revolted so strongly, that he 
was seen to start up and stretch out hia arma; 
but the canoe upset, and he was instant- 
ly ingulfed amidst the fury of the boiting 
surge. A dog, which I have seen, was carried 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



198 

over the Great Fall some years ago, and suffered 
no injury except the fracture of two of his ribs. 
Dead wild-ducks are found in great numbers 
along the banks of the river, near the bottom of 
the cataract, on the mornings that succeed dark 
and stormy nights. Some people suppose that 
these animals are carried over while asleep ; but 
more probably they get entangled among the Ra- 
pids above, and are swept away before they are 
aware of their danger. 

The country around Niagara Falls is thick- 
ly inhabited, exquisitely beautiful, and in a 
high state of cultivation ; and there are several 
houses very near the cataract. One, which be- 
longs to Samuel Street, Esq., is but a short dis- 
tance above the Table Rock, and within a few 
yards of the magnificent Rapids of the Niagara 
river. On an eminence, a little way beyond 
this, stands the residence of the Honourable 
Thomas Clark, which overlooks the Great Fall, 
the Rapids, Goat Island, with a considerable part 
of the river, and commands a prospect beyond 
all dispute the most sublime and romantic in 
the world. 

I shall now give you a cursory account of the 
visit I made to Manchester, that I might survey 
the bridge which was lately erected there, under 
the auspices of that public spirit and enterprise 
which eminently distinguish the Honourable 
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Augustus Porter. I crossed the ferry at Queen- 
ston, and undertook the journey on foot, that I 
might have a full Of^ortunity of examining the 
banks of the Niagara river from the latter place 
to the Falls. Goat Island lies about a thousand 
feet from the American shore, and such is the 
velocity of the current between the two banks, 
that most people would consider the scheme 
of raising a bridge there altogether chimerical, 
were not the thing already effected. Mr Porter 
first placed his bridge near the upper extremity 
of the island, but the ice destroyed it; however, 
he soon, with admirable spirit and perseverance, 
commenced another on a better plan, and in a 
more advantageous situation. This structure, 
which is now completed, combines, in an emi- 
nent degree, both strength and simplicity. Each 
of the piers is formed of a very strong wooden 
box, filled with large stones and gravel, sunk in 
the river, upon which is placed the body of the 
bridge, consisting of plank, and siiflSciently 
strong and wide to admit carriages of any de- 
scription. The greatest depth of water under it 
is about seven feet, and the velocity of the cur- 
rent perhaps exceeds eighteen knots an hour. 

Goat Island contains about seventy acres of 
excellent soil, and is covered with fine timber. 
A carriage road winds round it, from which 
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sioaU patha ^v^jrgQ, leading to tboge parts qC 
its rocky shores wher^ the diflferent aqpwts of 
the Falb «n4 Rapids m^y be viewed to moit ad^- 
vantage. The beauties a£ this island are equally 
numerous and encbanting-^the variety of pro-* 
Hpw!t it affords is ind^cribable^the luxurianoee 
and verdure wbiQh orpwn its banks bespeak A pa- 
i3sdise; while the wild flowers that adorn thcuijt 
and are nourished by the spray of the cataract*, 
appear to possess a fragrance and a beafUty altoge*^ 
tber peculiar and ei^uisite. Ofb-tin>^ volume*^ 
of snow-white vapour, among which the piismatk^; 
odours appear with changeful lustre, float abi^. 
the cliffs of the island, gloriously enveloping th^u, 
in the e^ulg^ce of Heaven, and, as it w^?e, w> 
lating the terrestrial elysium which they encircle 
in the bosom of cloudy lest its delights should 
become common to the rest q£ the world 

That the Falls of Niagara were at one time 
much lower down the river tbw» they are ^t pre- 
sents is a fact which e^n be proved alike byj 
reason and observation. The r^idity with 
which the continual attrition of a kia'ge body of 
water wears; *way the hardest rocks k known: 
to every one, and b^ been exemplified in the 
changes which Niagara Falls have undei^pm^ 
both in form and position, during the shoKt tim^ 
they have been under the obferv»tai» of oivil»ed 
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Cmftda fi^ee in their statements re^pfcting the 
^tewtaon whidi hiis take» plac* in tht| shsipfj of 
th« Great or Hon^-sboe Caturoot, within th^ir 
i70colleQti<»i* It now indeed beara no teserobjanc* 
whatever to a hor^e-iho^ being an irregular opn-^ 
caye, with a deep indentation towards its tienl^ 
Not more than forty or forty^five yeara have 
^li^sed i^nce Europeans first began to aettle near 
the Falls ; and^ oonseqnently, we possess lio ai^ 
thentik^ information about them pvevious to that 
timev However, the Iroquois, a fonnidable and 
warlike nation of Indians, oceuined tlie country 
around the head of Lake Ontario for a long pe^ 
riod be^e 1763, when Canada was ceded to 
Britain; and it has often occurred to me^ tihat if 
some (me would make inquiry anK>ng the exist- 
ing remnant of tlmt tribe, he would probably 
cGsQover various traditions that might enable us 
to liseertain where the Falls were situated several 
centuries ago* 

. T^ Falls ccmld not posntdy have betiEi &rtiia 
dowA Hie river than Queenston (whidi is seven 
miles below their present site), for the pitch or 
elevati(m which occasions tiiem begins there^ and 
is caSed the Mountain. That their site was at 
this place, aeems highly probable from feveral 
drcnunstaQoes. The precipioes, whi^ form the 
two ades of the river, have a dose resemblance to 
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each other in form and outline, and the eleva- 
tions of their respective strata exactly corre- 
spond. The cliffs, in many places, bear distinct 
marks of the agency of water, sixty or seventy 
feet above the present level of the river, and are, 
in a great measure, destitute of that roughness, 
and those projecting points, which always cha- 
racterize rocks that have been disunited by a 
convulsion of nature. At Queenston Ferry, the 
river is at least one hundred feet deeper than any 
where below, and there the basin of the cataracts 
must have been originally, if they ever were so 
far below their present situation, as it Is reason- 
able to suppose they must once have been. 

In the course of a few centuries Niagara Falls 
will probably desert Goat Island, and, by wearing 
away the rocks around, leave it isolated in the 
midst of the river, as a colossal pillar, carved by 
the resistless hands of nature, and a splendid and 
astonishing monument, from which posterity, by 
turning to the records of the present day, may 
learn what progress the cataracts have made to- 
wards Lake Erie, within a certain period of time. 
When they have worked their way through 
twenty miles of rock, and reached the mouth of 
this Lake (if it is allowable even to speculate up- 
on the possibility of such an event), a total change 
win take place in their form. The largest body 
of water being always towards the centre of the 
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eataract, wiU, by its ^oompatn^tively greater attri* 
tion, make the predpice assume a concave form, 
similar to what it has at present in the Great 
Fall ; and as Lake Erie is not confined within a 
narrow channel, like the Niagara river, but ex- 
tends over a large surface, its waters will not be 
forced over the precipice in a body, but con- 
tinue to cover neaiiy the same space that they 
occupy at present near its mouth, and thus form 
i cataract of immense width. However, the tor- 
rent towards the centre of the Fall, wearing 
away the rock with much rapidity, will, as it 
progresses, gradually cut a deep and narrow 
channel, in the bottom of which the Niagara 
river will run ; while over the perpendicular cliffs 
that form the sides of this natural canal, th? 
water that lies towards the shores of L^e Erie 
wUl pour, and create a vista of cataracts, perhaps 
ftljuarter of a mile long, terminated at its upper 
extremity by a fall of superior grandeur and 
beauty. 

The Niagara river above the Falk is three 
quarters of a mile broad, and its Rapids make a 
near approach to them in magnificence. Be- 
tween the head of the Rapids and the pitch, a dis- 
tance of more than a mile, there is a descent of 
fifty-six feet. The river rushes with terrific and 
ungovernable impetuosity through a channel 
composed of rugged rocks, and is converted, by 
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£DaiD, whkk stretches almost from shore to shor^ 
itnd, daritig sunshine, presents ah appearand 
daeziitig and l)eautiful beyond expression. OS 
looking up the river/ the descent is^ so peroepti^^ 
ble, Ihat the up|>OT part dT the Rapids meets thd 
horizon { while a fierce and raging torreiA, thd 
[SO^trce of which lies beyond the view, is aead to 
hurt its perturbed and tumultuous waters with a 
wildness that ^rauld almost seem to prepare them 
fi>r the hon&ble comminuticm ihef^ne soon to ui^ 
dergo. Towards the verge of this flood, large 
ji^ts of spray start up ftom among the Imstling 
Mlows, like distant water^spouts upcm a stormy 
o^n. For a little way abovci the edge of the 
oatarad; tiie AtixiB expanse of water ^des aildnt^: 
ly along, and thai suddenly disappiearing; a 
ttiick and ascending doud id seen in its plac^ 
wlule a loud rushing and hollow murmurs con* 
vey to the afiHghted imagination an idea of Hie 
fearful tumult that goes on below. 

I must confess, that after I bad completed n)y 
fim deliberate survey of the Falls and Rapids, I 
felt, I may almost say relieved, when I got out 
of sight of theie woqders of nature^ the vastness 
md suldimity of which create such vivid ano* 
tions, that the mind is absolutely fatigued by a 
Imig survey of them. On this aodouAt, the cata*» 
racts of Niagara form a scene with wfaidi one 
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would not wish to become very familiar, nor to 
contemplate very frequently. The more domestic 
and unobtrusive features of nature are infinitely 
better adapted for daily observation, and afford a 
more quiet and unmingled kind of enjoyment, 
thffii those I have been now descrilnng. 
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LETTER VIII. 

Scenery aboTe the Falls — Curious mineral spring — ^Village of 
Chippewa — Merchants there — ^Mode of carrying on business 
—Scarcity of specie — Barter injurious to honesty — ^Mouth of 
Lake Erie — ^Ferry — Town of Buffalo — ^Lake Erie — Excur- 
sion along its shores— Candiaan taFcms — Sugar-loaf country 
—Frog concert — Extraordinary scene at a cottage — ^Banks 
of the lake — Wild vines — Story of an Indian woman and 
child — Grand River Ouse — Naval post there — Lands belong- 
ing to the Mohawks — Night scene upon Lake Erie — Interest- 
ing Indian. 

A LITTLE way above the Falls, the Niagara 
river expands into a breadth of two miles, and 
flows with such a gentle current and placid 
smoothness, that it resembles a small lake. The 
American shore is covered with trees, but is un- 
enlivened by houses or inhabitants ; while the 
mingled murmur of the Rapids and cataracts, 
and the occasional shriek of the wild-duck, are 
alone heard by him who contemplates the scene; 
which appears the more delightful, in conse- 
quence of its meeting the eye of the traveller 
immediately after he has been stunned and as- 
tonished by the grandeur of the Falls. Thus, 
two aspects of nature, one the most terrific and 
jtumultuous, the other the most composing and 
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quiets are to be found within the %hott compass 
of a mile, individually forming a contrast equally 
agreeable and unanticipated. 

Here there is a mineral spring, which issues 
from the ground, and emits sulphurated hydros 
gen gas in great quantities. The gas is so pure; 
that it will take fire, and burn for some time, if a 
lighted candle is merely applied near the sur- 
face of the water. The proprietor of the spring 
has placed a reservoir and tube over it, that he 
may be the better able to exhibit the phenome- 
non of its inflammability to persons who visit the 
spot. I had no opportunity of analyzing either 
the gaiJ, or the water from which it is disengag- 
ed, or of ascertaining what effects the latter pro- 
duced upon the human system. 

At a little distance beyond this, and at the 
tnouth of the river Welland, which disem- 
bogues into the Niagara, stands the village of 
Chippowa, containing some neat houses, and 
about one hundred and fifty inhabitants. It 
has the same relative situation as Queenston, 
being at the upper extremity of the portage oc- 
casioned by the Falls, and having the additional 
advantage of lying on the banks of a navigable 
stream, which affords an easy means of com- 
munication with a fertile, but partially improv- 
ed tract of country. The Welland, or Chippo- 
wa, is three hundred feet broad at its mouth* and 
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tiv^^g6s irt depth from dght to twdve feet, fc^ 
itawe than thui:y miles up. Its banks ^ae oov- 
ered with excellent timber, larg^ qtianflties dT 
Which are annually floated down to supply 
Messrs Clark and Street's saw-mill near th« 
Palli Tiiis river, having scarcely any current 
except when swelled by rains, is admirably 
adapted fyr steam-boat navigation ; but many 
years must elapse before the trade and pc^ula^ 
tion of the neighbouring country will render 
vessels of this kind necessary. 

The village of Chippowa contains a number 
of merchants, who supply the inhabitants of the 
surrounding country with goods of evay de-* 
st^ription, and receive produce in payment All 
mercantile business throughout the Ftovince, 
but particularly in the wejdtem parts, is carried 
on by means of barter ; circulating medium being 
so scarce, that it cannot be obtained in exchange 
for idmost any thing. The causes of tfaift dei^ 
diency are very obvious ; Upper Canada receives 
the various commodities she requires from the 
United States, ot from the Lower Pmvinee^and 
she must pay money for every thing she buyisr 
Utoim the Americans, they having a superabun*' 
dance of flour, poA, and every kind 6f ^oAuce 
which she Could giv« tn exchange. Thus, almost 
aU the Gommettdal transactions that tsskt pitted be^ 
tween Upper Canada and ihe United Stetes a« 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



lis 

the means of drawing specie from the former 
country, and this specie of oourse never returns 
to the inhabitants of the Province under any 
form whatever. Again, the retail merchants 
send all the money they receive to McHitreal, 
to pay the debts they have omtracted there; or, 
if they do retain any in then: own hands, the 
country is not benefited, for they never put it iiv 
to circulation. The only channel through which 
a regtdar influx of money took place was by the 
sale of flour; but this is now stopped, as that ar- 
ticle has of late brought no price in Lower Ca- 
nada ; and those persons in the Upper Province 
who used to buy it up, and speculate upon it, 
can no longer do so with profit or advantage to 
themselves. FcMrmerly, the farmers received cash 
for their wheat, because M<Hitreal and Quebec 
then afforded a ready market ; but things are now 
altered, and the agriculturist rarely gets money 
for any kind of home produce, in consequence of 
its being unsaleable abroad. 

Specie becomes daily more scarce, and will con- 
tinue to decrease in quantity, until a European 
war with America creates a market for the pro- 
duce of Upper Canada. The inhabitants are 
continually wishing that the Province may Bgain 
become the scene of hostilities, not aware that in 
consequence of this the necessary influx of circu- 
lating medium would be as teinporary as it for- 

H 
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merly was, and that tiie retomof peace woidd be 
fdUowed by acriris infiniteljinore disastrcms ibaa 
any that has yet occurred in the Provmce. T!%e 
scarcity of specie is indeed a drcumstuice higUy 
injurious to the interests of the colony. Thefaxm^ 
er is discouraged from raising grain or mddi^ 
agricultural improyements, — mechanics and ar- 
tizans cannot prosecute their labours witli ad» 
yuitage, — and the merchants are obliged to im^ 
povedsh and oj^ress the people by exorbitant 
ehaiges. 

The system of barter which exists in the Bro« 
vince, has a very injurimis efiect upon the dia* 
racter of the peasantry. It necessarily affords 
nmny opportunities of cheating to those who are 
inclined ; and I lament to say, that the mass of 
the inhabitants have more or less of thi& prbpen'* 
sity, which they endeavour to palliate and con-^ 
ceal under the tarn of ^< taking advantage," and 
exercise with<»it injury to thdr reputations ; for, 
in Upper Canada, a man is thought dishonetf 
only when his knavery carries him bey<md die 
bounds prescribed by the law. Various kinds <^ 
deception may be practised by the parties buyw 
mg aiad selling, when barter is the medium of 
exchange. A dollar, for instance, has a specific 
value, and cannot possibly be madb to appear 
worth more or less than it really is ; but other 
exi^angealAe artides vary continually, as far aa 
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\ imlne and qatiSty, both of whieh poinM 
most often be soldy dadded hj the jndgm&it 
of liitt iirho ptc^oses to receiTe them in bart«\ 
Theignovant and iittxp«ienced are thus daily 
exposed to tiie knarery 9Sid deceit of those wlu) 
thii^k thete is no harm in taking advantage. 

The road to the mouth of Lake Erie dosely 
fi)Uows the windings of the Niagara river» which 
continues very beautiful, and increases in rapidity 
aa you approach its source. During summer it 
is gmieraliy enUy^ied by hatteauos and Durham 
boat^ many of which are ctaily engi^ed in the 
eonveyance of goods and military stores from 
CMppowa to Fort Erie. The road is bordered 
by farms, which are in a state (^tolerable culfi^ 
vation, and diiefly belong to Dutch pec^le, who 
retain unimpaired Hieir national characteristics, 
by rgecting all innoyations and instructkms aa 
vehementfy as the Cinnese. 

Two nudes below the mouth ci Lake Erie 
tireze is a ferry, which forms the mun channel of 
cxHnmunication between Upper Canada and the 
United States. Near it, and cm the American 
fitmtier, stands the village ofBuffalo, whidi Cbn* 
iuna a great many neat houses, weU-fumished 
flhorps, with an active aikl increasing population. 
The villages on the American frontier indeed 
&rm a striking contrast with those on the Cana^ 
dian side. There, bustle, improtement, and ani- 
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mation, fill every street; iieie, dulnen, deat^^aiid 
apatiiy^ disoourage enterprise and repress ^certion. 
It is said, that not one-tenth part of the bousea 
in Buflblo are paid for, and that the greater 
ndmber of these are already mortgaged. Bat of 
what importance are the embarrassments of a few 
individuals, if society in general derives advantage 
ftotn the circumstances which ciccasioned them ? 
The Americans build hoiues and make improve- 
ment$ entirely for the benefit of posterity, as 
tiiey generally engage in speculations so diq>ro^ 
portioned to their means, that ruin and insoi* 
vency overtake them before they can realise 
what they have projected, or enjoy what they 
have accomplished. 

Lake Erie is two hundred and forty-six miles 
long, and sixty broad at its widest part The 
depth averages from fifteen to eighteen &thoms 
over its whole extent, and, in consequence of this 
remarkable shallowness, it becomes rough and 
boisterous when the wind blows strongly fix)m 
any point of the compass. At these times a very 
high and dangerous surf breaks upon its shores, 
which, in many places, resemble the beach of the 
sea, being strewed with dead fish and shells, and 
infested with aquatic birds of various kinds. 
Oft^n during storms the Lake is covered with 
sudi a thick mist, that it is impossible to see to 
the distance of ten yards from the shore. The 
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waves then roll with tenifb vioknoe from amidst 
the doudy obscurity, and suggest to the ima- 
gination the appalling dangers which threaten 
those vessels that are exposed to the tempest; 
t<x the navigation of the Lake is rendered high* 
]y dangerous, by reefs and prcgecting points of 
land, and by the nature of the banks, which, to- 
wards its western extremity, are so bold and pre- 
cipitous, that when a vessel is driven upon them 
shipwreck becomes almost inevitable. Scarcely 
a summer passes in which there is not some 
shipping lo^ on Lake Erie. South-west winds 
prevail much during a great part of the year, and 
often, for weeks together, prevent vessels from 
sailing westward ; hence steam-boats are the craft 
best suited for the navigation of this inland sea. 

The northern shores of Lake Erie are very 
indifferently provided with harbours, although 
they contain five ; but all these, except one, are so 
much exposed to the south-west winds, that few 
vessels can ride securely during a gale from that 
quarter, or unload, unless the weather is perfect* 
ly calm. 

I have made several excursions along the 
shores of Lake Erie, to the distance of eighty 
miles from its mouth. One, in which I went as 
far as the Grand River, was productive of seve* 
ral entertaining incidents, and I shall therefore 
give you an account of it 
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It being summer^ I Jeft Fort Erie» which is 
o{^>osite Buffalo, at an early hour, on horseback^ 
and prooeeded along the beach of the Lake, which 
WM so smooth and beautiful, that it might have 
answered f(nr a race-course ; but the country bor« 
dering upon it being level and thinly settled^ 
the prospect was dull and moncrtonous, and the 
continual dashing of the surges fatigued the ear. 

About dght o'clock, I reached a small tavern, 
and stopped to breakfast Here I found an in* 
dependent host, who» in the true American styl^ 
answered each question I put to him by asking 
anotha:, and shewed such extreme curiosity aboat 
my affairs, that, I beUeve, nothing but the fear 
of violent treatment prevented him from ex« 
amining the contrats of my portmanteau. Most 
of the tavans in Upper Camda are indeed a bur- 
lesque upcm what ttey profess to be. A tolera- 
Ide meal can scarcely be procured at any one of 
them; nay, I have visited several which were not 
even provided with bread. It is immataial 
what meal the travella: calls for, as the same ar- 
ticles will be set before him morning, noon, nod 
night, not even excepting tea» which is comider- 
ed so essential to comfort ; for, if the mirtress of 
the hotel has none of the Chinese plant, she wiU 
send one of her children into the woods to gather 
parts of the evergreen, hemlock, hickory, or other 
nauseous vegetables, and having nnde an infii- 
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i»<Hi<^the herb biougbt in, will parh«ps inqiure 
cf her 9#tcHiished and shuddaing guest, if the 
tea. is Bufficiaitly strong. ;None of the minor 
public-b^iises are provided with servants to at- 
teiid travdlers who put up at thenit and therefore, 
when the landlord is absent, or in an independent 
tuunour, one is obliged to unsaddle, feed, and 
take diaige of his own hors^ otherwise the ani- 
ixial wiU be totally negleeted, for the women dis* 
dain to do any thing of this kindL 

About twenty miles above the mcmth of Lake 
£rii^ is a trajct of oountry called Sugar Loaf, in 
consequence, I »ippose, of its being diversified 
with numerous little conical hills. A close suc- 
cession of these extends several miles, and pre^ 
aents an ^>pearance very curious and interesting^ 
but extremely difficult to account for. The hills 
aace of a r^ular shap^ appearing to be, on an 
average from twenty to thirty feet high, and con- 
mt idtogefl^r of sand and earth. The oountry 
is thickly settled her^ and there are many large 
deared spots and cultivated farms to be met with ; 
but, notwithstanding all this, it has a very deso- 
late and fbrindding aspect. The beach is cover- 
ed with huge black rodcs, against which the 
Lake beats with incessant roar, and during 
spring and autumn thidk mists often obscure 
the &oe of heaven for days together. Sugar 
IjOflf bding environed by swamps, its inhafaUants 
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cannot have any annmunication with other pwts 
of the country, except during a severe wintei^ or 
in the middle of summer. — Here, for the first tiine^ 
I was gratified with an opportunity of Ustening 
to a frog concert, as I passed a mill-pond whidi 
swarmed with bull*frogs. The noise which these 
animals make is so disproportioned to thebr size, 
that it startles the ear not a little. At first, several 
of them utter their notes at intervals, like tl^ 
performers in an orchestra tuning their instru- 
ments ; then they all join, as if by one impulse, 
in a chorus, deep, loud, and discordant, beyond 
any sound I ever heard produced by animals. 

It was now twilight, and as the path had be- 
come rather indistinct, I rode towards a house, 
that I might make some inquiries respecting my 
route. Several people stood at the door ; but as 
they took no notice of me, I entered the hoveL 
It contained only one room, and in the midst o£ 
this was a bedstead, on which an old man lay; 
apparently in the last struggles of death. On 
one side of him stood a boy holding a flaming 
torch of hickory bark, and on the other was seat* 
ed a young man, who employed himself in driv- 
ing away the large blue flies that hummed around 
the face of the dying person, and sometimes at* 
tempted to enter his mouth. -. I was a good deal 
startled with the scene, and immediately retired 
to the doon The group there (as I afterwards 
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ftFund), ooninsted of the wife of, the old man, a 
sistar-in-law, several reIationsi» and a quack doc- 
tor. They were all so deeply engaged in a dis- 
cussion about the nature of the patient's disease^ 
and the time at which he was struck with deatl^ 
that they seemed entirely to forget he was still 
alive. The sirter-in^law, a sickly, thin, mid- 
dle-aged woman, insisted that his complaint had 
luisen from debilitation^ and gave a long account 
of her first husband's sickness, when she lived in 
Schenectady; the others seemed to pay great 
respect to her authority, all listening with undi- 
vided attention, except the wife of the dying 
person, who was dressing some meat upon a fire 
they had kindled out of doors. She held a frying- 
pan in one hand, and a ragged handkerchief in 
the other, sobbing, and employing herself in 
cooking, alternately. In a short time, the young 
man in the house called out, '* Come now— 
he is going ;" then the whole party rushed in, 
and ranged themselves round the death^bed. 
The hickory torch threw a dull glare upon this 
singular:^oup, and exhibited, more or less dis- 
tinctly, the heartless and scrutinizing counte- 
nances of those who composed it The doctor 
iMiOod at the head of the bed, and near him was 
tiie si^r-in-law. On one side sat the wife, with ' 
a spoon in her hand, while some weepmg boys 
md relatives occupied the other. The struggles of 
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the djring pemm we» now mow fedJn hwiri^ 
^^umtians could scneely be heaid^ aod his Gheeki 
assumed that waxy dimness whidi always pee* 
jotdfls dissdution. The sister^mJaw had aeiAnd 
limes attempted to dose his e3re8» but Ikey more 
than once started open» with a glassy stase^ that 
4Beemed to diide ha cdBdousaess. Howeyen 
the spirit soon fled ; and the mcnnent this took 
plaoe^ most of die party rushed from the hoon^ 
aobfaing and a^ing most bitteriy. Some has* 
tcned to the foam^ otii&B to the fields^ and some 
to a shed at a little distance; but three men re* 
mained in the house, and began to lay out the 
corpse. Whifeengagedin this, they frequeirtfy 
had recourse to a bottte of spirits, whidieach by 
turns raised to his head, and having drank libera 
aBy, handed it to his nearest companion. Whea 
the body was properly laid out, the wc«nen came 
m, ttid put a Bible under its head and a pkte of 
salt upon the breaid;. These ceremonies being 
finished, I mounted my horse and hastUy pur* 
sued my sofitary journey, which the impraisions 
left by the scene I had just witnessed rendeved 
doubly unfdeasant and ^oomy. 

I spent the night at the house of a miller, and 
at an early hour next moming again mounted b^ 
horse. Thebanksi^the Lake now became very 
bold saad elevated, aometimes rising to the height 
irf* one hundred feet p erpendicular and upwaKk 
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Th^oonmtentiiidyof ckgrandsiiid; andluT* 
ing been broken and excaTaeted^^in a thouamd 
d^raat ways, by the inroads of the Lake, present 
a t^ry i^gtilar and alarming ai^ed:. In some 
places hrgt bodies of day projected tvmenty or 
tiiirty leet beyond the main bank» and orerhnng 
Om btfudi ; while in others, lofty trees, from the 
900ts of wbidi the soil had been washed away^ 
weve suqptended on Hie summit by a few fibres^ 
and seemed ready to be fMredpitated from it^ 
to hud destruction upon all below. Wild vines 
q£ immense magnitude grow upon the tops of 
these banks, which twine round tibe stems of large 
trees, and kill Hiem, apparently by stopping the 
woulation^ as the Boa Constrictor does wh^i 
he destroys a deer. When one of these vines is 
removed from the tree it has encircled, de^ 
^nnd oMiv<4utions will be found in the trunk, 
which {»roves that the vine overcomes the resist, 
anoe olfered by the natural growth of the tree. 

When tempests Imppen upon Lake Erie, its 
vatets sometimes suddenly rise to the foot of 
these perpendicular sand-banks, Kkd beat against 
them with sudi cbeadfiil vehemence as entirely 
to cover ihe heaek. Parsons tmvdling up<m it 
during storms have sometimes perilled in tbs 
waves, being uBaUe to escape their fury; for the 
liskeoftm rises with such lapidi^, that one has 
nocfaaaoe of gsining a pbse e£ safety Ufoie he 
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is overwhelmed l^ tiie flood. At ttiese times, 
the batteaux which coast along are so liable to be 
driven upon a lee-shore, and beaten to pieces, that 
those who are on board often abandon their ves-^ 
i^ls Mid cargo, and try to save themselves. 

A pa'son who resides upon the shore of Lake 
Erie related to me a very aflfecting incident which 
occurred there many years ago. An Indian 
wcHnan, and her child, who was about seven 
years old, were travelling along the beach to a 
camp a few miles distant The boy observed some 
wild grapes growing upon the top of the bank, and 
expressed such a strong desire to obtain them, 
that his mother, seeing a ravine at a little dis- 
tance, by which she thought she could gain the 
edge of the pirecipice, resolved to gratify him. 
Having desired him to remain where he was, 
she ascended the steep, and was allured much' 
farther into the woods than she at first intended. 
In the meantime, the wind began to blow vehe- 
mently, but the boy wandered carelessly along 
the beach, seeking for shells, till the rapid rise c^ 
tiie Lake rendered it impossible for him to re- 
turn to the spot where he had been left by his 
mother. He immediately began to cry aloud,- 
and she, being on her return, heard him, but in- 
stead of descending the ravine, hastened to the 
edge of the predpice, from the bottom of which 
the noise s^med to proceed. On looking down. 
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she bdbeld her son straffing with the waves, 
and vainly endeavouring to Gtimb up the bank, 
which was fifty feet perpendicular height, and 
very slippery* There being no possibility of r&h* 
dering him assistance, she was on the point 
of throwing hersdf down the steep, when she 
saw him catch hold of a tree thait had fallen intx> 
the Lake, and mount one of its most projectiiig 
branches. He sat astride upon this, almost be^ 
yond the reach of the surges, while she conttnued 
watching him in an agony of grief, hefsitatiDg 
whether she should endeavour to find her way 
to the camp and procure assistance, or remain 
near her boy. However, evening was now about 
to close, and as she could not proceed through 
the woods in the dark, she resolved at least to 
wait till the moon rose. She sat on the top of 
the precipice a whole hour, and, during that 
time, occasionally ascertained that her son was 
alive, by hearing his cries aniidst the roaring of 
the waves; but when the moon appeared, he 
was not to be seen. She now felt convinced 
that he was drowned, and, giving way to utter 
despair, tiirew herself on the turf. Fres^itly 
she heard a feeUe voice cry (in Indian), ** Mam^ 
ma, I'm here, come and help me.'' She started 
up, and saw her boy scrambling upon the edge of 
the bank — she sprang forward to catch his hand, 
but the £px>und by which he held giving way. 
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be waa jmk^^iated into tiie Lake; and pet&hed 
attuig die mdiiiig billows. 

Having trardled twdve itales, without secdng 
ahouse^ or meeting witii any. human being, I ar^ 
rived at the mouth of the GbrmdBivttOuse. A 
naval and a military post tend a little to enliven 
this |dice, which would otherwise be desolate 
enough, the country around bemg almost unin-» 
haUted Two government schooners and. scve^ 
tal gun4)oats lay in the river, the month of 
which fcmns but an indifferent harbour, in ccn^ 
sequence of its beii^ obstructed by a sand^^banks 
This varies in magnitude with tiie^seasoD of the 
year, and is sometimes so high, that the sdioook 
ers, when wanted fat sarice^ must be dragged 
over it The Oirae is about a thousand feet broad 
at its mouth,and may easity be navigated by 
large boats for more than thirty miles up, tbe 
current being moderate, except in a few plaoes« 
The mouth of this river must form a posted some 
importmce when we are at war with the United 
States, and might be rendered &r more efiGbctive 
than it is at present, were government to strengths 
en it by raising pieis and fortifioatkms ; and tiua 
serais very necessary, for the Americans must 
always derive a vast naval superiority on Lake 
£ri^ from the many acceUent harbours whidi 
4lbcmnd in its southern shores. 

The land near the mouth of the Grand River 
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ir Icfw and swampjr^ not weU scnked text wfga^ 
cultural purposes. A large propcniion of it be* 
Kmgs to private individtiab, tlie prindpd pro- 
pri^or amoiig whom b the Eail of SelkirlL A 
trad^ eictei%ng six miks in breadtii ahmg ^ach 
side of diis river^ iiom its mouth to its source^ 
was grinted to Hie Mohawk Indians by the Bd-* 
HA government. They still retain the greatet 
part of tills domain in their own hands, though 
they have at different times given oonsidemfala 
quantities of it to fitvouiite individud& OUier 
persons, by paying a stnall rent, hold lands by 
leases of nine hundred and ninety*nine years 
duraticm. This is almost equivalent to actud 
sate; howevar, the Indians will not dispose of 
any part of tlieir possesskms, in consequence, I 
suppose, of tlie hope they entertain of hereafter 
receiving a higher ]»ice for them than they 
would at present The banks of the Grand Biver 
are every where highly fiertile, except near its 
mouth, and the command of water *communioa# 
tibn gives liie inhabitants an advantage oweat 
ibost parts of the a^aoent country. 

It had been my intea&m when I left Fort 
Erie, tx> have proceeded along the Lake sbctte 
finrty or fifty miles beyond the mouth of the 
Qcand River; but tiie account I heard of the na^ 
ture <tf Hbe road, wad tiie obatructionB to be met 
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with on the beach, iadaoed me to alter my plan^ 
and determine on returning to Chi[^owau 

I left the mouth of the Ouse in the mornings 
intending to reach the ferry upon the Niagani 
river that night; howeva*, I was disappointed in 
this expectation. In many places, there are rocky 
points of land, covered with trees, which stretch a 
considerable way into the Lake, and of course a 
great deal of distance is saved, if the traveller pro- 
ceeds across the bases of these, instead of gomg. 
round them. I succeeded in this several times, but 
at last, in attempting it, got completely bewilder- 
ed, and was unable to reach the Lake shore. Af- 
ter riding nearly an hour in a very uncomfortably 
state, I came to a house, where I received direc- 
tions respecting my route, by following which 
I attained the beach again at a point seve- 
ral miles below the place where I had left it. 
It was now night, and that thin mist, which in 
Canada often succeeds the decline of the sun, 
still dimmed the face of heaven. On one side^ 
the Lake stretched in gloomy stillness towards 
the horizon ; on the othCT, thick woods skirted 
the beach, throwing a shade ov^ the greattfpart 
of it. Never was I in a situation of sudi utter 
loneliness. Occasional gusts of wind swept 
through the forests with deep and dismal mur- 
murs, and my ima^atk>n magnified the sound 
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of one horse's feet into that made by a whole 
troop. The mdistinct murmur of voices seem- 
ed to rise among the cadences of the breaking 
waves ; and I often looked around me, almost ex- 
pecting to see crowds of the spirits of Indian 
warriors issuing from the woods in solemn pro- 
cession, mourning the subjection of their terri- 
toiies, the extinction of their tribes, and breath- 
ing curses upon Europeans. 

Having rode some distance, I alighted at a 
rodcy recess, and seated myself in it, allowing my 
horse to brouze upon the shrubbery around. 
Every flake of vapour had now vanished from 
the sky, while a blue and ethereal expanse, irradi- 
ated by myriads of dazzling stars, over-arched me, 
and the unruffled bosom of the Lake reflected 
the whole most lively and minutely. I sat be- 
tween two heavens, and felt as if lifted from the 
earth, or placed in the immensity of space, where 
one would be encircled by unclouded skies. Every 
thing around me was calm, silent, and motion- 
less, yet what a glow of life, activity, and vigour, 
did the heavens present ! Each star twinkled, 
sparkled, or blazed, with ever-varying lustre, 
and a transference of life seemed to have taken 
place ; for the earth, a few hours before so beauti- 
ful, alluring, and animated, now appeared a dull 
and uninteresting mass of matter. 
My wanderings, when I lost my way, had o(% 
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copied so mudi time, thfit I fovm^ it would be 
impossible for me to readi tbe mouth of i^ 
Laige that night, and I th^:«lbre requested le^ 
ings at the first house I came ta Here I found 
several people seated round a fir^ merrily drink' 
ing cider, imd toeaking hickoi^ nuts ; Imt whal; 
chiefly exdted my attenticm was an Indian, who 
hjyupon a chest m one comer crf*^ room, a{qpa^ 
rently asleep. As it is not oommcm for peojple 
to admit Indians into their houses, I made some 
inquiries upon tbe sul^t^ and was told that thif 
man was a very harmless person^ except whenhf 
got drunk, and that he made it a jHraetice to visit 
thematintervalsof a few months. Hisnuaewai 
Robin Turkeyfoot, and he hfid be^ vcay active 
durifi^ the last war. He genendly skidked in 
the woods th^t darted the roads^ doqg wlncii 
the American army was to pass» and shooting any 
stingier who was weak from wounds or diiaeafte^ 
j^undered him; however, when he found 9 
good opportunity, he would tomahawk his eM^ 
my at once, as, in his own words, it saved pew<- 
darand halL 

This account, which was ffven by my host, 
led the rest of the piffty into a c^iversation about 
Indians, cme of whom attempted to utter tbe 
war-whoop. Upon hearmg this, Turlceyfdot 
started from the chest with a loud lau^ of deri- 
sion, smd begim to whoop in great s^le ; on 
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which, perceiving that we were amused by it, he 
seemed anxious to exert his powers still further, 
and accordingly took two Jews harps from a 
little bag, playing updft eSsck alternately. I 
asked him how many Americans he had scalped. 
*' Eleven,'' replied be, •* that's all— Would kill 
more, but Yankey's too smart'' He was tall, 
tcderably well made, had sparkling eyes, with 
black lank haii", and seemed, by the ferodty of 
his countenance, to be fitted ifor the commission 
of deeds such as I have described. 

In the morning I pushed on towards Chippa« 
wa, after giving my kndlord muny thanks for 
his hospitality, being unable to prevail upon him 
to receivb smy thing eke I must do justice to 
the Canadian ftrmers ih this respect: their 
faouses, and the best th^y afford, are generally at 
the service of istrangers and benighted travellers^ 
m that liiey appear to more advantage at home 
tban any where else. 
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Lundy's Laneo-Orchards — St Catliarine's — Salt fairings tba^ 
-—A Sunday at St Catharine's — Methodists — Fanners of 
Upper Canada— Their manners and character — Forests on 
fire-^£migrants travelling — Yankey and Yorkshireman — 
Burlington Bay — Coote's Paradise — ^Village of Ancaster-i- 

, Deficiency of churches in Upper Canada — ^Manu&ctory of 
maple sugar — Grand River Ouse — ^Plaster of Paris — Its use 
in agriculture — Mohawk village— Indians not susceptible of 
civilization — Acuteness of their senses— Indian department — 
Presents — Indian secrets — Major Norton. 

The msdn road, which leads to the head of Lake 
Erie, commences at Queenston, and follows a 
westerly course, through the most fertile and 
cultivated parts of the Upper Province. To 
gain this, it is necessary to strike across the coun- 
try from the Falls of Niagara. Nothing inter- 
esting is to be met with for a dozen miles, except 
a beautiful avenue called Lundy's Lane, which 
is conceived by the Canadians to be a remark- 
able spot, a very important battle having been 
fought there between the British and American 
armies. Peach, apple, and cherry trees, grow on 
both sides of it, and bounteously project their 
boughs, loaded with delightful fruit, over the 
fences, tempting the passenger to lighten them 
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of part of their treasures, which he may con- 
scientiously do without asking permission of the 
owners of the orchards. 

. The traveller joins the main road a few miles 
below a village called St Catharine*s. The 
village itself presents no claim to notice; but 
there are several salt springs hear it, which were 
discovered a few years ago, and from which salt 
of the befirt; quality is now manufactured. This 
is a circumstance of great consequence to Upper 
Canada; for she has hitherto imported all the salt 
she consumes from the United States ; and her 
inhabitants, when we were last at war with that 
republic, suffered the greatest inconvenience and 
distress, from the impossibility of obtaining a 
supply of this necessary article through the usual 
diannel. Saline springs have recently been found 
in various parts of the Province ; and were the 
government to take proper steps to encoiurage 
the manufacture of salt, the country might soon 
become in a great measure independent of the 
Onondago works in the United States. 

It was Sunday when I first visited St Ca- 
tharine's, and crowds of well-dressed people 
were hastening to church. Most of the young 
women were adorned with a variety of the 
brightest colours ; but they did not seem to have 
adopted any particular fashion, each dressing her- 
self in the style she conceived to be most becoming. 
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There was ai ubidi v^mty and affiMrtntion among 
tbem as would be found in a cangteg^oa of 
any country church in England; but they As« 
sutned greater fflrs than rustic females stt^ ac- 
customed to do there. Hie young men who 
eame to dnurdi were genewdly mounted upoil 
jaded farm^horses, the Aecotation of which seem* 
ed to have occupied more of their attentimi than 
that of their own persons ; gaudy eaddle-guths, 
glittenng bridles^ and other tinsel aoooutoements^ 
being profusely exhibited by these candidate^ 
for the admiration of the fair. Large waggon^ 
carrymg loads of amphibious Dutch, who had 
probaUy v^etated in some swamp during twenty 
or thirty years» occasicmally arrived, and convey- 
ed the ponderous Fra/ua and Mynheers to the 
door of the church, which I ent^ed along with 
tlie congregation. Presently an old man, dressed 
in a shewy blue coat, white pantaloons, top boots^ 
and plated spurs, made his appearance, and to 
my astcmishment, proved to be the priest. The 
form of the service was presby terian ; and during 
the whole course of it the people ccmtinued 
going out and in without any regard to silence or 
deccnrum ; while the schoolmaster of the village, 
with a string of pupils, made his appearance 
only a few minutes before the blessing was pro- 
nounced. At the conclusion erf the service, the 
dergyman gave out a hymn, which was sung 
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fcy aparty^ymmg nieto whasat in tilie church 
gaHery. The sound of e ndseraUy played flute^ 
»id ^ eraeked flageolet^ united with the harsh- 
ness ei the v<»ees» produced a concert both JBs- 
ligreeable end ludicrous. Wh^i the hymn was 
finished, the ft&uSber proclaimed several mar- 
riages, and dis^ssed t^ eongregation. 

Al^ugh there has long been an estid)fished 
presbyteriata dmrch at St Catharine^s, yet a large 
number of tlie people in its vicinity profess Me- 
thodism, fflid c^ary their religious mania to an 
immoderate height. Meetings &te held at differ- 
ent homes, H^cee (» four times a- week. At some 
etiiSaese I have seen degrees of fanatidsm and ex- 
travag^iee esjhtlHted^ both by the preachers and 
o&ngreg^^i(m, which w^re degfading to human 
nature. ^Several rf the ifthaMtants of the place, 
liike most oOier people in Upper Csoiada, are fond 
of dandng and plaphg at cards ', but flie Me- 
tbo^sts, of course, condemn these amusements ; 
ftr they made it a genered practice, to pray that 
tfaoee addicted to them might be cemverted, and 
that t^ Almighty would not let loose his wrath 
on the village of St Catharine's ; while their own 
lives were, in many instances, one continued 
outrage i^ainst decency, decorum, and virtue. 

Between Queenston and the head of Lake On- 
tmo, the farms are in a high state of cultivaticHi, 
and their possessixrs are comparatively wealthy. 
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Someof them omtain moie than (me hundred 
fifty acres of cleared land, th6 fields of which have 
become smooth and level firom firequent plough- 
mg, and are not disfigured by stumps or decayed 
timber. A great majority of the individuals who 
are owners of these farms, came to the Province 
twenty or thirty years ago in the character of 
needy adventurers, and either received the then 
unimproved land from government, or purdiased 
it for a trifle. At first they had many difficul- 
ties to contend with ; but these have now dis- 
iq)peared, and they reap the full produce of their 
labour, being neither burdened by rents, nor 
encumbered with taxes. Many of them possess 
thirty or forty head of cattle, and annually stare 
up two or three thousand bushels of grain in their 
bams ; but this amelioration in their condition, 
unfortunately, has not produced a corresponding 
effect upon their manners, character, or mocte 
of life. They are still the same untutored in- 
corrigible beings that they probably were, wl^D, 
the ruffian remnant of a dkbanded regiment, or 
the outlawed refuse of some £uropean naticsi, 
they sought refuge in the wilds of Upper Cana- 
da, aware that they would neither find means ci 
subsistence, nor be countenanced in any dvi- 
lized country. Their original depravity has 
been confirmed and increased by the circum- 
stances in which they are now placed. Possess- 
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h)g farms which render tiiem faidqpaident of tibe 
better dasses of society, they can, withm certain 
limits, be as bold, unconstrained, and obtrusive 
as they please, in Iheir behaviour towards their 
superiors ; for they neither look to them for sub- 
sistenoe, nor for any thing else. They now con- 
sider themselves on an equality with those to 
whom, in former times, the hope of gain would 
have made them crouch like slaves ; and tacitly 
avow Iheir contempt of the better part of society^ 
by avoiding the slightest approximation towards 
them^ so far as r^ards habits, appearance, car 
mode of life. 

The excessive obstinacy of these people forma 
one great barrier to their improvement, but a 
greater still is created by their absurd and bound- 
less vanity. Most of them really conceive that 
they cannot be any better than they are, or at 
least, that it is not worth their pains to endea- 
vour to be so; and betray, by their actions 
and mode of life, that they are under the ia- 
fluence of an obstinate oHitentment and un*- 
moveable &tuity, which would resist ev^y at- 
tempt that was made to improve them. K they 
could really be brought to feel a desire for amend- 
m^t, this effect would most likely be produced 
by flattering their vanity. If a man wishes to 
obtain pc^ulsirity in Upper Canada, he will fail, 
unless he qualify this passion of the peo^de. When 
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tiMds by flattering hk vanity, if a merdiant de: 
tenninefi that one o^ his cuetomers shall pi^ Ms 
Mootmt, he flatt^s his vanity, on sofves an t&e- 
eutiion. 

It is indeed lamentable to Hiink, that most of 
tiie fafkpvoved part of this beautiftd and magnM- 
oent Pfovinee has Men into such ^ hangmen^ 
himdsf and to fed ecmvinoed, that tibe coimtry wffl 
letiograde in every llnng that is truly ^-eat imd 
defi^raUe, or remain detestaUe to perscms of fi^ 
beral ideas, as Icmg as these boors cxmtinue io he 
the principal tenants of it You, my dear fiiend^ 
wSI perhups cosieeive, t^ tfae description I have 
given of the genetid charaeter oi the people is a 
good deal exi^gerated ; but my opportunities of 
observati^m have been so numarous and exten- 
sile, that I can vouch for the aecuraqr of every 
thkig I have stated respecting them. But it 
must beremembered^ that Idescribe them sudias 
Aeyappeared to me, and aifected me pascmaUy, 
during the intercourse I have had with them. 

While remaining in this part of the country, I 
had an opportunity <^ witnessing a scene that was 
e^|ually magnificent and new to me. liie land 
wound was covered with pine tmes, and thxee 
montiis" drought had rendered these so dry and 
eombustiUe, thert hundreds of them to<^ fire, in 
CMisequenceof a few sparkB, Uownfirmn m oven, 
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hayjiigkiiidkd the brashirodd hioeMkliiMi. Ua- 
taMQSf yolumts of Uaokattidi» wiled fr^m diflfev* 
e»t parte cxf the foiett^ and* whoa the wind di* 
¥ided thes^ the flames weie moei nigii^ an 
evety side» and aaooDding t6 tile tdpu of the 
tfdleit; teees; wUle the manng^ arai&)iii|^ end 
GEBaUng^ were incenant^ under the cdoudyob^ 
scmUj. Large burning splinters of timbo*, that 
PEmst have been detadied fixxn trees bjr Ae eA- 
Sansive power of steam, were sometimes piOjeel»» 
ed hi^ into the air like rockets, and descended 
again, kftving a showery teatn of gkiving iqMudBS 
beiiind them. The wind was hot and sufbcat* 
ing as the vapours £rom a furnace, and the vast 
glare of tiie oonflagration overspread the heavemi 
wUh a oopper oobur most dismal and i^paUmg« 
The inhabitants aroimd ht»ried about in the 
ntmost akmn, momentarily expeoting that the 
flames would communicate to their bams and 
fences; and the ttUAult was increased by the bel« 
kwing of a number of cattle, whidi had rushed 
m a state of terror from ^ woods, whem th^ 
had been feeding. 

About mklnight, the conflagration, whioh had 
eommeneed the preceding day, had in a great 
tneasure ceased Many of liiehrgest trees weve 
charred ftwn top to bottom, and, being now iq 
a state of glowing redness, they stood like daa« 
2^piUai9ef fire in various parts <tftiie<biest 
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Hie vt^ppet boughs of others were still envdbped 
m flames, and resembled meteors as they waved 
in the wmd, the trunks from which they project* 
ed being concealed by the darkness. In the 
morning, I walked out to view the scei^ of de- 
vastaticHi, whidi presented an aspect truLy horri- 
ble. Many hundred acres of kuid were divested 
of the verdure that had latdy covered them* 
The branchless tre^ stood in dreary blackkiess^ 
and the wind scarcdy sounded as it swq>t among 
them. Not a single bird animated the prospect^ 
and the desolate shriek of the racoon, dej^ved of 
its den, alooe proved that the tenants of tibe forest 
were not entirely extirpated. 

During summer, the roads are enlivened by 
crowds of British emigrants moving westward. 
Some of them come by way <rf New York, but 
the greater number are from Lower Canada ; for 
the Americans contrive to detain among th^n- 
selves a large pn^rtion of the Europeai^ who 
land upon their shwes with the intention of pro- 
ceeding to the British provinces. The mes^re 
and exhausted horses, the shackling waggcm^ 
and the wearied looks of those who attend them, 
all prove such parties to be sojourners in a s(3*ange 
land ; while their pers(Hial appearance discovers as 
plainly wh^oe they have originally come. The 
ruddy, che^ful look, and plumpness of the £ng- 
Ushman, distdnguish him from tl^ peaph of any 
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other country, and form a striking ocmtrast with 
the paleness, daik complexion, and meagre aspect 
of the native American. " Well now," said one 
of the latter, advancing to a Yorkshireilian, with 
his hands in his pockets, and his hat stuck on 
one side of his head, ** Well now, I swear I 
guess you to be from New England." — " Noa," 
shouted John Bull, ^^ Oos be coomed from Ould 
England." 

Lake Ontario extends westward about forty 
miles beyond the mouth of the Niagara river, 
and the head of it forms a spacious harbour, 
which is called Burlington Bay. High landt^ 
covered with the finest and most beautiful kinds 
<^ timber, encircle this bay, affording many pic- 
turesque and romantic views, and abound with 
noble sites for dwelling-houses. Upon these 
heights is a spot called Coote's Paradise, and a 
stranger of course anticipates much from the 
name ; but when he reaches it, he finds nothing 
but a swamp. The person from whom it derived 
its appellation was Major Coote, an enthusiastic 
sportsman. He was accustomed to station hiot- 
self between the above-mentioned swamp and 
the Lake, and shoot the wild ducks as they pass^ 
ed over him, when they flew from the one body 
of water to the other. This afforded such ex- 
quisite sport, that, in a moment of rapture, heex- 
daimed, that he was in Paradise ; and the place 
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to wttkih be retorted now cilrtently rtomes flie 
mcajted title he once ocmferred upon it 

A few ifldles beyond this it the village of An^ 
M6ter^ whidh lies iii the midrt of a ridi» chains- 
paigh, and well«cultivated ooimtiy* Here, streaiM, 
ftmaU Talleys^ and natutal irregularities of the 
s&ifyce, eomUne to produce a little of that knd- 
Mape «oeneiy whkh Is so rare in Upper Canacb. 
Ancaster consists of a few dozen i^traggling 
houses^ and contains between two and three hun- 
dred inhabitants. There is a diurdi near it, in 
which an EpisoopaHan clergyman ofliciates every 
Sunday* Exclusive of this^ there are only two 
^aces, between Niagara and Ancaster (a dntanee 
of fifty nules), mdiere divine service is legu^ 
larly paformed ; as the nearei^ diurch west- 
waid is more than two hundred miks distant 
from the latter village. Thus, in the spaoe of 
nearly three hundred miles, there are no aaore 
than four villages at whidi publk worsUp is oon- 
dttMed regulariy throughout the year. It is evi* 
dent that tiiis d^dency in the number of reli- 
gious estaMkhments must have a fatal eSBttit 
upon the principles of the peopte, the mqotity 
^ whom are truly in a state of mo$k pitiaUe 
tnoml degradation, grasa^ concaving^ that tbey 
never do any tUng profligate^ vi«tio«s, or dis^ 
honest, 4^Meept when tbey infringe the laws of 
theil* eoun^* , The Sabbath, pkesenting no 
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tMitiiie of diitik)$ to ibeir reddkcfeion,^ giiadailly 
ap^rasimafes to ia week dty« They^ idim it 
Afdeaat^ abstain &otn labour^ more from habit 
than firoBi |«kicfple^ They spend tbe dity in idte^ 
idesa afid amustoifiiit^ either stroUifi^ among tile 
Woods^ and shootiiig game, or wandering be- 
tween their lieigbboiue' houses* It mi^ be bbM, 
that ail this is not ttty oriminal^ and I wiU «6- 
^p^iesoe partly in tlie reitiarlc ; bat, when we eon^- 
flider wliat a benefieent inflnenoe ft due obsnr* 
aaee of the Sabbath has upon the minds and dis- 
positions of the lower dasses in partienlar, it wiM 
4q>pear a matter of regret, that the fourth oom* 
mifeicbnent dbould erer be ne^ected. Tins be- 
oenes the nK»re erident, when we view the com 
tzast which exists between thef peasantry ^ 
Britun or France and those of Upper Canada 
Tlie former, geoecalfy speaking, are panctoal in 
the performance of their rdigious da4^ altboo^ 
miidi bigotiy^ soikie sdf^ieeeption, dnd a httle 
fayp4Kirisy^ maj^ osmsaiy infittmeesr,^ tend to make 
tibem steict in liiis feqieot; hfmwets ^^ tre 
deeomns in their Idas and aoindw^ huiid)le to- 
wards their skiperiets, nd not disposed to knave*- 
ly. Tlie Caoadutt peasantry, on the other liand, 
kdiag no rdig^ons restraint, are profligate^ tm- 
amnble^ and dislionest 

While in the vichnty ef Ancaster, I had an 
eppertunity of witnessing t^e man^ifootnre i£ 
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of msple sugar. The people who engage in 
oocupatioD go into.tbe woods in parties, csarryiag 
with them the necessary implements, and remain- 
ing tin they have nmde as mudi sugar as they 
desu*e ; in the same manner as the Arabians do 
when they visit the forests, for the purpose of cc^ 
kcting the gum which exudes from the Mimosa 
tiee. An incision being made in the lower purt 
of the trunk of the maple tree, a small wooden 
i^ut is inserted in it, to convey the sap or juiee 
that flows out into a trough placed beneath. These 
troughs, when full, are emptied into a large tub 
or reservoir, and again put under the trees as for- 
merly ; while the watery part of the liquor tiiey 
contained being evaporated by Ixnling, the resi*- 
due is purified in various ways, and fcmns the 
maple sugar, not m<xe than one pound of whieh 
can be obtained from two gallons of sap. Jt. is 
much inferior to that manufactured from the 
cane, ncft being so strong, and having a peculiar 
manna flavour, which is very unpleasant to those 
who are unaccustomed to it The Indians some- 
times refine the sugar so highly, that it acquires 
a sparkling grain and beautiful whiteness : this 
they put into small birch bark boxes, called ma- 
kowks, and sell to the white people. The Cana- 
dian farmers use the maple sugar almost entirely ; 
for, when they make it tiianselves, it costs them 
nothing, and can be procured in abundance, seme 
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ifmiMiM vmmfbid^mf^ fqm or five imindf^ 
poupAi^^ weight c^ijt in tho eaarse pf a fiensoQ* , 
Mgl^miA miles h^oodAmm^ t^ v^d tieis 
oewpn (he <5«a»d Eive^ On^, ipay jwrn^.tp lt»e 
mootil) €f wbicb I ^^^caribe^^ jpu in roy )i|)t 
letter. This me^» ipwing b^tweiefn ito ^rtth- 
bery-dftd hmikfi!, lOld weaiHleyifig ihfpiigh # fu- 
tile aod open tmot of ^oantiTt tw^'» W)9t pleaak 
ic^ iiq)ect. TV prospect *spliqrB ft ffliwiW- 
Besa mi m tmohtmAwmiem wbi^ «p^ sfyAUv^ 
fy ^posed to 1*ftjrvftstii0ii wid bol^ nugnifi- ^ 

D^oe whifih i^traeterii» woirt^ ^of *bt s«»eiy qf 

'She Qf«wl Biv^ 30 fii^igftUe lor sfbocmeni 
tbiftx miles ahoTeite moiM^hi md for }«rge \Mbte 
mmiik§mhf$tf Tim n » (^usMtsnee df gi^eefc 

mn}^ <»r itt}phf«l« of Itoe» whiohr bfi# Jbi^en fcmi 
te^rmw^esMftteiitmftniir^ T}»os(&»exi9iti:6- 
^lAi^jr ^i^biltfd hymyi one ^ot pi^ijeeft;, theirtfore 
tho fiMmtrs^ Mrbo inquire gfpram, hiusI; ^^uftny 
mA mrmtf it dtewn the met i^nmlye% W 
this being always traubJ^cmie and oftaa imcn- 
ymk^r^ tte mintsml is miiGb lest employed' in 
j|giri0iilbU9e thm it ought, to be^ The sidphate 
of Um^ ionm » r&ty pow^fol iMiwire. Twe 
hiish^ areMiffiaent Ibr m actoe when ^opfriy 
ii|^od, rnid^Uke efieet pibduced by theise «witl- 
»M^iatleai^;aocm{]3e(ofy«fiiKL It differs attoge^ 
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tlier in its action from coimnon lime, being par* 
ticulaiiy snitaUe for light sandy soils Hurt; have 
been exhausted by a repetition of tiie same kind 
of crops. Gypson^ win soon be in great demand 
tfiroughout the western parts of the Provinee; 
for many of the old^ farms are nearly worn out, 
in consequence of the injudicious system pur- 
sued by those who cultivate them. The fkrmetc 
have little idea of the rotation of crops ; neither 
-do tiiey endeavour to keep the soil rich and vl- 
gwous, by tiie timely applicati<m of manure. 
Com succeeds com, until the land is nearly ess- 
hausted, which generally happens in the course 
of eighteen or twenty years, — a l^igth of time 
which alike proves its natural excellracei and 
shews tiiat, under proper management, its ftrtili- 
ty would for ages remain unimpaired. The finest 
and most extensive bed of gypsum thatiias yet 
been discovemd lies in the township of Dum- 
fries, which belongs to WlMiam Dickson, Esq. 
This gentleman Hberally permits tiie ftrmers to 
quarry, and carry away as mudi of the minenil 
as tiiey please, free of expense. 

Three miles bdow the Grand River ferry 
there is an Indian settlement, called the Mdiawk 
village, which contains about two hundred In- 
dians, tiie majority of whom are half dviMsed. 
Thesre is likewise a (^urdi, in whu^ the d<^ 
trines of the Christian religion are r^uhafy 
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poeached and explained, in the Mohawk lan- 
guage, by an individual belonging to the tribe; 
The p(^ulation of the Mohawk settlement ya^ 
lies at different times of the year. Wfaei the 
Ininting season approaches, many of the inhabit- 
ants forsake their homes and agricultural occu- 
pations, and assume, for a time, the savage mode 
of life from which they have been biit partially 
redaimed.^ The habits and dispoidtions of the 
Indians are alike opposed to civilizaticm ; and 
those who reside permanently in one place, and 
cultivate the ground, probably do so that they 
may avoid the fatigues and privations attendant 
upcHi hunting; but their attachment to a wan- 
dering life is so strong, that even the most civi« 
lized of them continually evince an inclination 
to return to it The Indians have, for niany 
years past, frequented the Eunq>ean settlements, 
and even associated, in some degree, with their 
inhabitants; but I never yet saw any whose 
manners or dispositions were at all influenced by 
tbdr intercourse with the white people, except in 
so far as they had acquired a number of vicious 
propensities. Most of the former obstinately re^ 
fuse to assimilate to the latter in any respect, cnr 
even to learn from th^n those arts that would be 
useful to an Indian ; while a communication with 
the Europeans, instead of improving th^n, has 
been the means o£ divesting tliem of Uiose rude 
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virtues ai^ bai^iatous qualities whkh alme give 
a soirt of respectability to the savage. Various at- 
traapts have been made to dvilixe the In^ans; 
but the failure of most of these, with the very 
partial success of others, convindngly proves, 
that they are a people wlK)se habits and chaiae^ 
ters are incapaUe of improvement^ and not sus* 
ceptiUe of amelioration. Those who redde op* 
poisite La Chine, nine miles above Montreal, 
have made greater advances in the arts of life 
iSkwa any we are acquainted with ; bat a drcmn- 
stance that took place among them many years 
ago, shews that a partial civilization had contri- 
buted but little to extinguish their savage pro* 
pensities. A niunbar of the inhabitants of the 
village, who had been brought up £rom their in- 
fancy under the Romish missioimries, and in- 
structed in the common branches of edncaticffH 
emigrated to the banks of the river Saskatcha^ 
wine, where they relapsed into their prim^ive %- 
norance and barbarism. 

Those stragglkig Indians^ who wander about 
the inhabited parts of Upper Canada^ are not 
&ir specimens of the race of people to which ihey 
belong ; for an intercourse with the Eurojpains 
has rendered them vicious, dissipated, and de- 
praved. Hard drinking has likewise impaiced 
that acuteness of the senses fi>r whidi the North 
American Indians are so remarkaUe ; and wore 
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a Moliawk to jmn any o£ the tribes who inbafait 
the nortli-west temtooy^ his deficiency in this 
»espeet would pvobaUy subject him to contempt 
Ubw^ver, those Indians that frequent the settled 
parts of the Province even yet possess faculties 
of observatiim which are altogether inconceivable 
to a European. They find their way through 
the thickest woods, having no kind <^ cmnpass 
to guide them but the moss, which always grows 
COL the noith side of the trunk of a tree, and 
seldom fail to arrive at the very point or spot they 
Imposed to reach when they began their jour- 
ney. They can discover and follow paths, the 
existence of which no. white person would be 
aware of, and know, by the appearance of the 
withered leaves, whether any individual or game 
b»s recently passed Most of them are excellent 
marksmen ; and none ever seem to have the least 
defe(^ in the organs of hearing or seeing. Civi- 
lization and its consequences tend powerfully to 
destroy that acuteness of the senses, and thos^ 
bodily perfections which belcHig to man when in 
a state of nature, for he loses them in proportion 
as he ceases to require their aid. But these form 
the boast and glory of the savage; and the In- 
dians, it is said, often express their pity for the 
white people, who appear to them to spend life 
in learning how to live. 
The Indians are zealously protected by the 
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British gorertiment, and a numb» of in£vi* 
duals, who constitute what is called the Indian 
department, have the immediate management of 
theirnational interests and concerns. A medi- 
cal man visits several of the villages twice a-year, 
who gives medidne and advice to all who apply 
for either ; and he likewise leaves a few simples 
with those who understand how to employ them« 
An annual distribution of presaits takes place 
at the Grand River, ^md also at the head of 
Lake Erie, when every Indian receives some 
trifle that will be useful to him ; while, at the 
same time, articles of dress are given to the fe- 
males. All this, perhaps, serves in soine mea- 
sure to retain the Indians in the British inte- 
rests, which was formerly an object of much 
more importance than it is now ; for they are ra- 
pidly diminishing in strength and numb^«, and 
could we feel assured that they would, in the 
event of another American war, remain neutral, 
the Indian department might be advantageously 
aboUshed. The presents they annually receive 
from the British government tend to encourage 
their vices and reduce them to misery. After 
the distribution has taken place, many persons 
employ themselves in purchasing the artides 
from their respective owners at a small price. 
The Indians spend all the money they receive in 
this way upon spirits ; hence drunkenness ensues 
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-~fiital combats taifce plaoe--NaQd sboddng i 
of outrage, iotoxication, and depravity, con- 
time imlil the actos are stripped i£ all they 



The Iiu&ns are feeble and usdess alUes, but 
dtt^erous enemies. They were of little benefit to 
us during the last war^ being under nodiyapline 
OK subordination; and generally taking to flight 
nt the eoHimeno^ment of an ad&oa, and return* 
idg at its termination, that tbey might plun^ 
the dead of both armies. However, had th^ 
faeai hostile to us, they might have done incal- 
culable mischief; for their Ultimate knowledge of 
the woods, their talents for ambuscade, and the 
imerring fire of their rifles, would enable them to 
harass and weaken an enemy, without incurring 
almost any risk themselves. 

The Indians are in possession of some valuable 
secrets, which nothing will induce them to dis- 
close to any white person. They dye the quills 
of the porcupine, and other substances, of colours 
more beautiful and permanent than any we know 
how to produce, and are acquainted with various 
vegetables that possess strong medidnal powers. 
Some can prepare a bait which never fails to al- 
lure certain animals into the traps set for them ; 
and almost every Indian knows where salt springs 
are to be found ; but these being the resort of 
deer, &cc they are particularly unwilling to tell 
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.firequent tbem and destroy die ffane. 

The ivUto pcndn 1^0 af^pMis ta hovie most 
influence with the Indians is Majw IfuikHK 
He kfli maniad one of their wmtanh, lives 
aftumg iketa^ talks their langunge, and eonfiHiiia 
to many of thefar oustoms. A oottsdenbk band 
ndlied sound him dum^ tbe last wart hut they 
aK daiy decareasing in nundban^and, asapaqpl^ 
haw now lost as madk o£ diehr origmal strength 
and importance as the natives c£ South Ame* 
rica did after the conquest of Mexica In a few 
years hence, if the population of U[qper Canada 
increases as it has lately done^ in all prabalnUty 
not an Inc&m will be found below Lake Hunm. 
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tmg Fi^t*^lmg6 of ceaiery^PerfaBie from wt ttoH ( F t»» 
dnation— Fnjg and Uadc snake— £)uinw beiogi wmetiinei 
charmed by serpeiUs— Instances of it — Theory of flEwinatioqi 
— Illustrations— Hawk and chickens — Partridges — ^Human 
fascination — Story in proof of it — Long Point deacribed— 
IitHi one ocnd ti^vuideej Aete^^Oattie^^Wild pigeom-^ul- 
phurous «[aiDg--^%hl adventure wHh mi lBdiaii*-CQilTer« 
sation with him-^-Coltnuui's tavern — ^Effects of a.rendence in 
the woods — Sublimities of the forest. 

I SHALL now lead you a ramble through liong 
Point, which is a tract of country different in ap- 
pearance from any I have yet described. When 
I fiwt visited this part of the Province, the sud- 
den diange whidi took place in the aspect of na- 
ture seemed like magic. Tlie soil became light 
{Old sandy, the forests had dwindled away, and 
natural groves and copses met the eye in their 
stead. The fields were beautiftilly level, and 
the uncultivated lands had more the appearance 
of a pleasure-ground than of a wilderness. The 
trees being small and few in number, and distri- 
buted in beautiftil clumps, did not at a& suggest 
fihe idea of a ferest, but added charms to the 
country and variety to the prospect. The day 
was warm and bright, and autumn had ah-eady 
begun to dye the leaves with tints the most 
glowing and exquisite. As I travelled onwards. 
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I was at one lime endrcled with lovdy woods^ 
and refreshed by the fragrance of the wild flowers, 
which clustered in profusion around the root 
of ahnosteveiy tree; andatanother, attracted l^ 
lerel and beautifully cleared farms, the fronts of 
which were generally occupied by extensive or- 
chards. 

Being fatigued with riding, I dismounted^ and 
seated myself at the foot of a hurge tree that 
overhung a small stream, in which little trj^it 
sported incessantly. Every breeze was loaded 
with vegetable fragrance ; but at intervab I fdt 
a most intoxicating perfume, the source of whidi 
I was for some time unable to discover. At last I 
saw two small snakes creep from under a decayed 
tree that lay near me, and found, from the mo- 
mentary increase of the odour, and its diminu- 
tion as they retired, that it proceeded from them. 
These animals (as I was afterwards informed), 
while basking in the sun, emit a delightful fra- 
grance ; but they are destitute of this peculiarity 
when dead. I followed the snakes for a littie 
way, and, for the first time, learned that sudi 
animals had the power of fascinating m<m. 
Whenever I advanced within a certain distance 
of them, they turned round and coiled up, 

and faeavenly fragrance filled 
The circuit wide. 

Upper Canada is not infested with any snakes 
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at a dangerous land, except the ratMesnaka, 
whieh^ however, is very rare in the cultivated 
parts of the countoy. Garter snakes and bhK^ 
snakes are to be met with every whae» but they 
ae^n quite harmless. 

In Upper Canada, it is ahnost universally be* 
lieved, that snakes possess that power of JoMina* 
turn which has so often been denied them by 
naturalists. Many people have had the &ct 
danonstrated to them by being witnesses of it, 
and this was the case with me. One summa* 
day, when strolling through the woods, I came 
to the edge of a small pond of water, on the sur- 
face of which floated a frog in a state of motion- 
less repose, as if basking in the sun. I carelessly 
touched his back with a stick, but, contrary to 
my expectation, he did not move ; and, on view- 
ing him more dosely, I perceived that he gasped 
in a convulsive manner, and was affected with a 
tremor in his hind-legs. I soon discovered a 
black snake coiled up, lying near the edge of 
the pond, and holding the fi:og in thraldom by 
the magic of his eyes. Whenever he moved his 
head to one side or the other, his destined victim 
folfewed it, as if under the influence of magnetic 
attraction ; sometimes, however, recoiling feebly, 
but soon springing forward again, as if he felt 

A strong desire with loathing mixed. 
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Xhe nake lay with hk moitth hdf apeiB, and 
never for a moment allowed his €ye$ to wmwiar 
from his pre]r, ctiierwue the diarm would l»¥« 
Iteen inttantaneoudy diflsolved. But I deleiv 
mined to effect this, and aooimiingly threw « 
huge ch^ of wood into the food. It fell be- 
tween the two ammals*-^tbe siuike atarted ha/ck, 
while the fro^ darted under water, andooneealed 
itself among the mud. 

It is asserted by some, that nidoes oocasacoaU|r 
exart their powers affamnatien upon h^man 
beings, and I see no reason to doultf tbe truth c^ 
this. An dd Dutchwoman, who lives at the 
Twelve Mile Creek in the Niagara distiiet, some* 
times gives a minute account of the mamier in 
whidi she was ciarmeef by a seq>^t; aoda&nner 
told me that a similar oircumstanoe onoe occurred 
to his daughter. It was on a wami summer day, 
diat she was sent to spread wet clothes upon 
some shrubbery near the house. Her mother 
ccmceived that she remained longer than was ne- 
cessary, and seeing ha* standing unoccupied at 
some distance, she caEed to h^ several times^ 
but no answer was returned. On iqi^oachiDg^ 
she found her daughter paki^ motionless^ and 
fixed in an erect posture. The sweat r<dled 
down her bvow, and her hands were dencbed 
convulsively. A large rattlesnake lay on a log 
opposite the girl, waving his head fix)m side 
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to tnAe, and kept his eyeg steadfkstijr ftst^ed 
ilpan her. The mother histeiidy tbodc hhn 
wi& a s^iek^ ami the momait he made oS, the 
gkl teooY&eA kenseif and harst itito tears^ hat 
wa^fcreome thner ao weric andagitated, that th0 
eoald not walk home. 

The jnrmdide apcAi xvidch fiimnatkm takm 
place k m eTident^ that there can be no daabt dt 
its. existence. Fear akme is suffideitt to pro- 
daee, upon the Imng i^sleni^ aQ those eflfeets 
Umi constitute faseiHation ; amd tins ixmy he 
proved and exemplified by facts, ^vinch likewise 
dstw tluit serpents are mst akme possesfied of the 
pcn¥*r in question^ 

If any ene obfierres aflods of chickens when a 
haMrk is hover|ng over them, he trill peroeiite that 
t&e tittle animals, iiHitead of endeavouring to es* 
eape, run round in eoncMttic circles^ and attempt 
to thrust their heads^into the ground ; so that it 
appears this dereliction of insMrtet is ^vid^ntfy oc^ 
caskmed by skn]^ f&nt. The mode of shooting 
partridges ptactised itt America is^ founded upon 
theprindpieof&scinatioiii The partridges there, 
vfben raised in a covey, g^endly si^rttle upon the 
bwer farmiches of a. ti^e, and the sportsman dm 
kffl the nrhole floc^ if hsi dog sits under the 
roosting place and barks at the Urds. They are* 
so comptetely entranced by the voice and gaze 
oi the animsd^ that they neitbor hear the sound 
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of die fowliiig-pieoe nor see the snu^e;, and sof- 
far themsdves to be defiberately shot at, witluiat 
making any attempt to escape; but if the dog 
leaves his station fi)r a moment; they wift ali 
take flight-^I was onoe present in a coontry 
chmt^h, when a man reodred a public rebuke 
from the clergyman, tat certain misdemeanors be 
had committed, whidi ware not cognizable by 
the dvil law. Thepriest had a fine &oe and an 
impressive delivery, so that he soon caught the 
offender's eyes, and hdd them fixed upon him 
during the whole of his discourse. The culprit 
gased upon his mentor with imploring looks, 
while the confusion that tinged his dieeks tbaw* 
ed how anxious he was to conceal his face ; but be 
could not, for the other had spell-bound him ao 
completely, that he absolutdy hung upon fa» 
looks, and even involuntarily imitated his ges- 
tures. When the pastor had closed his admo- 
nition, the culprit sat down, and looked around 
witli the air of one awakaiing firom a trance. 
Having shewn by this instance, that the power 
a£ fascination is inherent in some men, it wiU 
be unnecessary for me to say any thing about 
the degree in which the female sex possess it^ 
ai^ I shall merely observe^ that in Upper Cana- 
da, a traveller runs more risk of being charmed 
by their eyes than by those of the rattlesnake. 
The tract c^ country named Long Point is not 
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diaractaized fay a partial beauty or laxuiaiioe. 
Natore has been equally bountiful to every part 
of it, and no one can attain a ocurrect idea of its 
diarms, or form a just estimate of its adyanti^esi 
unless he makes a joum^ tbrough it The land 
is so little overspread urith timb^, that if the 
brushwood is d^»ed away, it may be cropped 
without cutting down a single tree* The s(h1 it 
indeed inferior, in point of strength and ridmess^ 
to that in vanous other places ; but these defects 
are compensated for by its easy triage, and thefiu 
cility ol cleariiig it Long Point is abundantly 
watered by pure, transparent, and never-failing 
4rtKams ; the c^nness of the woods, and the dry- 
iKss of the land, render the air mild, clear^ and 
salubrious ; fruit-trees of every kind bear abun* 
dantly, and soon arrive at maturity ; the roads 
are always good ; and Lake Erie affords a omve^ 
inent water-communication with tlie oth^ parts 
of the Province. Upon the wiiole, no other part 
of Upper Canada possesses so many natural ad- 
vantages, or is so well suited to the ideas and 
taste of Europeans, as Long Point ; it being, I 
bdieve, one of the most alluring and desirable 
spots that a bountiM Providence has any where 
kid open for the boaefit of man. 

Long Point abounds with game of various 
kinds, and the woods, from their openness, iffe fa- 
vourable to the pursuit of it Partridges iq>ring 
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ifom.ti»cDp0e8» and deer oflbm beii<id temt^ tile 
{MiAof hkawbo traverses tl»fone^ ImmmxBe 
fliK^ of the peoKiiger^ or wSd pigean^ ^fieqii^ist; 
Attend tiie other {wrts of UpperCanada dmu^ 
I9pdi3g! and. autenm; and myriadi of Ibam mt 
killed by finB^arnu; or ioaugbt m nete by the m* 
bdN(kaiitaj; fcnr they fly so ck>ae» and iasiich mms- 
iieti^ thit tweoty or iiikty oiay ramettmea be 
jMmi^ doivrii at a single shot; yet tlw frndti- 
todea tfaok am to be met widt in Canada are 
trifliii^ indeed -whoii ooinpamd vfitik thcae rail- 
Utm. that visit the United Staiiri^ where^ $i^ 
eoniing to Wilaoa the omsADlqprt, tiiey aana»- 
tknea desolate and lay waste a trwt of •oonnte)^ 
forty or fifty nulea bug mid fire or six bmrni, 
by making it their breeding pfeoe. WhBe in 
the State of Ohio, he aaw afloek <j£ tiiese bicdi^ 
whidi esxtended, he judged^ nore than a vdk im 
faoeaflth, and oonttnued to pais oirev Jm head at 
the rate of <»e mik in a minute dnting fimr 
hmini^ thus making ita whde ln§tb about tWf^ 
hundral end forty miles. Aixxnditigtohianeda- 
rate tatamate^ this flodc contaiMd two tbouaaad 
tti^ hundred and tlnrty miUicnat two hmdled 
and seventy-two tbmaand pigemia***^ vmabmd^ 
together inconoexvniale» saad afanosfc. h^cmd belieC 
were we not in poasesnon v£ it^spoMble mitiio* 
rilies which fODve liiat Us &iim\§i6m wu tfot 
exaggerated* 
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Tbe prcgedion of imd ^termed Long Fokit, 
fimod i^ch Ahe ad^eent country deiives its nam^ 
steads tiranty-ftve mUes ii»to the Lftke^ and 
yesaels facaind ifnestwaiid oftcm find nw^ diffi; 
cmliy m wea(tlwr»ig it On it8.€Mtem 9ide is a 
tdLorahly good and oommodious harbour^ ai^d the 
Jjoke is deep^ there than at any other plaee. 
lihe Inae of Long Point abounds with rich iron 
erre ; jmd a foundery has iseoently been ereeted 
tb/aee, whiob will soon be put in operation, and 
oannot &il to proVie a mort benefidid establish* 
rnctnt to the people ,of the western parts of the 
P«Kmiee, who at psesent purc^se, at a very 
hi^ rate» the iicm ware which the merotumts 
pnxmre from the yiHa^^of Three Rivers hek>w 
Montreal 

Near Long Point there is a mineral .iqiring 
TiSry jstrongly impregnated with sulphur. The 
water issues &om a hole in the ground, and aft^ 
ranning a little way, forms a basin, which is 
^dbout tw^ity yards m.drcumfer^ice, and of ccm-* 
»derable depth. Its sides are incrus^d with 
pure sulphur, and the mineral odour can be 
£dt at the distance of a quarter of a mile* The 
pecson^ to whom tiie spring belongs, told me that 
its efficacy was great in cutaneous diseases, when 
used both externally and intBually, and that he 
Imposed, the ensuing seaBoxi, to erect berths upon 
it for the accommodation of the puUic. 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



162 

Once, when on my way from Long Point to 
the Talbot Settlement, night overtook me heione 
I reached the house where I intended to sleep; 
but the moon shone brightly, and the air being 
mild, I rode onwards at a slow pace. Sudden- 
ly my horse started in a violent manner, and, 
on looking round to discover the cause of his 
alarm, I observed a glare of light proceeding 
from behind the root of a large tree that had 
been blown down by the wind. Having secur- 
ed my horse, I proceeded to the spot, and found 
an Indian lying beside a fire ; a profusion of long 
black hair hung around his face and shoulders — 
his mocassins and blanket-vest were sprinkled with 
blood — and his half-unsheathed scalping-knife 
gleamed in the ruddy light of the flames. He 
grasped his rifle with one hand, while the other 
rested upon a tomahawk which was stock in his 
girdle. As I stood watching him with anxiety, 
he suddenly started up, and, on seeing me, laugh- 
ed aloud. My alarm was speedily disdpated, 
wh^i I perceived that a deer had been the victim 
oi the horrible murder which I had previously 
conceived him to have perpetrated. He had 
quartered the animal, and tied up the greater part 
of it in the skin, which he threw over his shoulder, 
and walked to the road with me. I soon found 
that he spoke English extremely well, and as he 
told me he was on his way to the next house, where 
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he hoped to sell his veaiscH], we kept company 
and Mtered into oonya^tkm. To my astonish- 
ment, he made many inquiries about the reiama 
meetings, then very common throughout Britain, 
and seemed anxious to kam the caus^ of them, 
and their object. In return, I asked him how 
he got the information he already possessed, and 
if he could read : << No,'' said he, laconically, 
"but I can hear." He seemed to regard the 
Europeans, and all the advantages they derived 
from civiliziation, with much ccmtempt and 
indifference, and observed, that the Great Spirit 
shewed that he preferred Indians to any other 
people^ for he taught them to live in the 
woods, to find their way through the forests, and 
to acquire many wonderful secrets, all which 
thmgs were denied to the white men. I then 
begged him to tell me some of the secrets he al- 
luded to; **No, no," returned he, smiling archly, 
** for that would make you equal to me." I 
next inquired, if the missionaries had come 
among his tribe, and if they had ccmverted any 
o£ its members to the Christian religion. He 
informed me, that missionaries had once visited 
the chiefs of his nation, but that no one would 
listen to them ; for, though they talked much 
about the superiority of their fsdth, and its bene- 
ficial influence upon men, every person knew that 
they said what was not true ; and as long as the 
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white jpeople got dniiik, UM fies, and dhealttd In- 
dians, his naticm would hav^ doubts about tiie 
goodness of th^ir i^ligion, and prefer Aat wfaoGli 
the Great SpMt had given befim it. 

About nine o'clock I luiired, in company witli 
this Indian, at ColtB^ian's tavern, which is ^ or 
sev^n miles distant from any habitation. Cdt* 
nHsLti has i^Ht a d<M5en yeais in tlie woo^ never 
i^ng any one except his own fiumily and aoci- 
^erital travellers; and this long sedumm has 
communicated a delightful drowsiness to hb 
countenance, Whidi, altiiougfa he is very aaxiovs 
to loiow what is going on in the world, never 
offers any change of expresinon, whatever be 
tlie character (^ the intelligence he receives. I 
have observed that this lethar^ insensil^ty 
gradually attaches itself to all those who reside 
long in the solitude of the forest The sympa- 
thies which once bound than to the woild^ and 
made them feel a common interest with iStke rest 
of mankind, are in the course of time broken and 
annihilated, and they listen to details of recent 
battles, murders, earthquakes, and conflagrations, 
with as much nonchalance as if the events had 
happened in a planet that had long since ceased 
to exist How different are their fedings from 
those of the restless village politician, w1k> stands 
shivering several hours at the post*office, during a 
winter day, that he may leam how many of Lwd 
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Cestlfifeagh's windows were broken by the 1;^ 
Xiondoa HKib! In fycU their baUts c£ thought 
skt length become assimilfited to those oi the Iqt 
di«ii3, and they aQOceiye that they have wand^^ 
ed out of tiieir sphere^ whenevo^ t^ey mei^taUy 
w sc^Ny lose sight of the wild^iiess. 

In a Utde time Mr Coltnian produced some 
ddightlul veni9Qii» whV^, contrary to the Cana^ 
dian cuatomt had been kept three or four weeks* 
It wasin wda a flne state» that it ahnost feU in|Q 
powder uod^ the kmfe^ As I did not fiqd th^ 
society which the house afibrded very pongenialj 
I wandered into the woods after supper. 

How feeUe do those emotions, which the mind 
derives fix)m cultivated scenery, appear when 
contrasted with the sublime flow of ideas that is 
generated by solitary wanderings in the pathless 
wilderness. There, the soul finds no difficulty 
in detaching itself from the limited thoughts of 
ordinary life, and rising upon the pinions of that 
enthusiasm, which enables it to understand the 
thrilling language of unsophisticated nature. — 
The sombre forests standing erect in impregna- 
ble strength, and stretching their boughs into 
the de^, cold, blue, sky — ^the stars rising in 
solemn and unobtrusive grandeur — the stupen- 
dous galaxy moving round in solemn silence 
through the immensity of space — the moon 
clothing the trunks of trees in phosphoric 
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brightness — and the roar of distant cataractsr, 
swelling and fading upon the ear like the mur- 
murs of Eolian harps, produce a flood of harmo- 
nious feelings too full of mystery to be account- 
ed for. It is like some grand and awful strain 
of music, that makes one shed tears, shiver, 
and almost wish to die. At these times the 
wilderness is filled with noiseless voices, which 
can be heard by the heart alone— while every 
breeze that sweeps through it becomes spiritual- 
ized, and seems fraught with the mystic lan- 
guage of the elements. 
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LETTER XL 

Talbot Settlement— Its founder— Distribation of lands— First 
occupants of a new settlonent — Slow improvement — Condi- 
tion of the inhaUtants of the Talbot Settlement — Emigrants 
from the Highlands of Scotland — Their clannish ness — State of 
society in the Settlement — ^Natural depravity of man — State 
of mind during a residence in the Settlement — Phydognomy 
of the material world. 

The Talbot Settlement, to which I now pro- 
pose to direct your attention, commences about 
thirty miles beyond Long Point, and forms the 
only monument of the colonizing exertions of 
an individual, that Upper Canada exhibits. This 
settlement is interesting in a double point of 
view, both as it shews how much can be accom- 
plished by the well-directed energies of an enter- 
prising person, and as it is the land of promise to 
which emigrants, native Americans, and Cana* 
dians, are daily flocking in vast numbers. The 
excellence of the soil, the condensed population, 
and the superiority of climate, which characterize 
this settlement, all combine to render it more 
agreeable, and better suited to the lower orders 
of Europeans, than any other part of the Pro- 
vince. 
This settlement owes it origin and present 
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magnitude to the exertions o£ Colonel Talbot, a 
person of birth and fortune, who, in the year 180S, 
took up his residence in the wilderness, for the 
sole purpose of forming a colony around him. He 
enoounta^ed all those difficulties that invanaUy 
occur under dmilar droimstanees^ and was like- 
wise strenuously opposed by some o€ the miiridns 
of the Provincial goveriimait ; however, he has 
accomplished his object ; for that tract of country, 
which, ten or twelve years ago, hardly knew the 
foot of man, now swarms with thousands of ac- 
tive settlers. 

The Talbot Settlement lies parallel to the 
shore of Lake Erie, and consirts of two grfeat 
roads, which extend setenty or eighty miles^ he^ 
sides back settlements. The object in givitig H 
stlch a longitudinal form Was, that la rocid mi^t 
be opened to the head of Lake Erie, and this 
has consequently beeii efiected, mudi to the ad- 
vantage of the Province in generisd. The trt*t 
of cduntry in which the settlement Hes^ witt 
placed by government under the superintendcaio^ 
and manageitieht of Colonel Talbot^ and no <me 
can obtain land there without applying to hinl; 
At first, lots, containing two hundred acres, were 
given tb emigrants ; but, when both roads were 
planted through their livrhole extent, the quc^tity 
was reduced to one hundred acres. The settler 
is obliged to dear ten acres of land, to I^M a 
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bouse cf wrtain dunemiaiiSi and to epea one 
half of tbe voad in front of his farm, witliin th^ 
4»paoe of three yeaars;«-Hregulations equally bene- 
ficial to the country in general, and advantageous 
to tbe occupier cxf tbe lot 

The first view of a new settlemait excites 
^^eafiing emotionfi. It is delightful to see forests 
ifanishing away hefoare the industry <^ man ; to 
behold the sddtude of the wilderness changed 
into a theatre of animation and activity ; and to 
antidiMite the blessings whkoh a bountiM soil 
will lavish upon those who have first ventured 
to intobit its bosom. A new field seems to be 
qpened fw human happiness ; and the more so, as 
those who pe<^le it are supposed^ by the casual 
observer^ to have been the victims of poverty 
and misfcMrtune while in their native land. But 
a ddiberate inspection will destroy all thase Ar- 
cadian ideas and agreeable impressions. He 
Whoe^camines a new settlement in detail, wiU 
find most of its inhabitants sunk low in degrada« 
tion, ignorance, and profligacy, and altogetha* 
insa^ilde of the advantages whidi distinguish 
tbeir conditionw A lawless and unprincipled 
rabUe^ consisting of the refuse c^ mankind, re« 
cebdy emandpated fixHn the subordinaticm thi^ 
exists in an advanced state of society, and all 
equal in pc^nt of right and possession, compose, 
of course, a demooracy of the most revolting 
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kind. No individual possesses more influence 
than another ; and were any one, whose qualifica- 
tions and pretensions entitled him to take the 
lead, to assume a supericnity, or make any at- 
tempt at improvement, he would be strenuously 
(^posed by all the others* Thus, the whole in- 
habitants of a new settlement march sluggishly 
forward at the same pace, and if one advances in 
the least degree before the others, he is imme- 
diately pulled back to the ranks. 

That this has hitherto been the case, in most 
settlements, can be proved by a reference to facts. 
The farmers of the Niagara district, many of 
whom have been thirty or forty years in the coim- 
try, and now possess fine unencumbered farms, are 
in no respect superior to the inhabitants of the 
Talbot Settiement. They are equally ignorant, 
equally unpolished, and one would suppose, from 
their mode of life, that they were equally poor. 
Their minds have made no advance, and their 
ideas have not expanded in proportion to the in- 
crease of their means. Is it then to be supposed, 
that the people, who now fill the new settiements 
of Upper Canada, and carry with them similar 
ideas and prejudices, will make greater progress 
in improvement, than persons of the same de- 
scription have done before them ? 

Few of the farms in the more improved parts 
of the Province retain their original owners, who 

7 
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have generally been bought out by pec^le of si* 
mUar habits, but greater wealth ; and new settle* 
ments have hitherto almost invariably changed 
their inhabitants, within ten or twelve years after 
their commencement It is to be hoped, diat 
this will be the fate of the Talbot Settlem^it^ 
and that its present occupants will henceforth 
gradually disappear, and be succeeded by a po- 
pulation of a superior kind. That this will be 
the case seems highly probable ; for emigrants of 
some capital now begin to make their appearance 
in the Province, and most of them wiU of course 
rather purchase partially improved farms at a 
moderate rate, than expose themselves to the 
hardships and difficulties that attend the clear- 
ing and cultivation of waste land. The advan- 
tages which the Talbot Settlement presents, will 
induce many persons of this description to take 
up their residence in it, more especially, as a 
large number of the farms will soon be offer- 
ed for sale, at a low price, by their present pos- 
sessors. 

The Talbot Settlement exhibits more visibly 
than any other part of the Province, these ad- 
vantages, and that amelioration of circumstances, 
which Upper Canada affords to the peasantry 
who emigate from Europe. Nine-tenths of the 
inhabitants were extremely poor when they com- 
menced their labours, but a few years' toil and 
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penevctimce has {4aoed than beyond the r^ach 
of want All of ihem have rude houses «ud 
bams, also cx>w8 and oxen, and umum^rsdile hogk 
Some of the weaitiiiar settlers feed she^ but on 
most lots the quantity of clewed land is so smalli 
that tliey eannot afford to lay much of it outon 
pasture. Most of ^ settlers might live muc^ 
more comfortably than they do 9Jb present;, if 
they exerted themselves, ot had any ideas <rf 
neatness and propriety; but t^y follow the ha^ 
Ints and cuirt;<»ns <^ the peasantry of the United 
States and of Scotland, and, consequently, are 
ofiSsndvely dirty, gross, and indolent, in all their 
domestic arrangements. However, these, it is to 
be hoped, are temporary evils, md do not at^all 
afifect the conclusio»3 that a view of this settle* 
ment must force upon evay unprgudioed mind. 
It is evident, that the advantages to be derived 
from emigration to Upper Canada, are not alto^ 
gether chimerical, as has been too generally sup- 
posed; but that, in so for as ccmcems tJbe lower 
classes of Europeans, they are equally num€^rotti 
and impmiant, as some c£ our most sangidne 
speculators have represented them to be^ No 
pecson, indeed, will pretend to say, that the #et« 
tiers, whose conditkm I have described, are in a 
way to grow rich; but most of them even now en- 
joy abundant means of sub^stenoe, with the ear^ 
nest of inceeasii^ ocnnforts ; and what sftate of 
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timg$ c$n be wore idHiring bndflemible tiban 
this to fhe tinhspfpy petiuttiy of Europe? 

Uteat mtcoSben of emigitonti^ from the Higlw 
fands of Scotland, have tetelj taken hmds in the 
upper part ^f the Talhit Setdenent The«e 
people, wttii Ae elaniU$kne$i w peoaHar to 
tbem, keep together as mueh as posinble ; aod^ 
at one itime, thejr actuidly pnxpoaed, among 
themselves, to petition the govemmr to set apart 
a township, into which none but Scotch were to 
be admitted. Were tiiis arrangem^it to take 
place, it woold be diffienit to say whidi pM:ty 
was &e ^dncr, Ae habits e{ both bang equally 
imceiith and dboQOxious. However, the Scetdi^ 
netwidistanding tbehr disiike to an Amaican 
and Clanadian nei^iboarhood, do not fail to ac* 
quire some of those ideas and prineiples that we 
indigenous to this side of the Atlantic* They 
som heffn to acttam some conception of the ad« 
VMttages of equality, to con^cter themadkes as 
gendemen, and become independent ; which, in 
HatA Amerrca, means to sit at meals with one's 
hat en; never to submit to be treated as an in^ 
feribr; and to use the same kind of manners to<* 
wards aU men. 

I resided many mondis in the Talbot Settle^ 
menty and during that time enjoyed abundant 
opportunities of aeqnirii^ a knowledge of its in* 
faabitante, who fivm a democracy, such as, I be- 
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Beve, is hardly to be met with in any other part 
of the world. The difference in pmnt of wealth, 
which exists among them, is as yet too trifling 
to create any distincticms of rank, or to give one 
man more influence than another; therefore, the 
utmost harmony prevails in the colony, and the 
intercourse of its people is diaracterised by po- 
liteness, respect, and even ceremony. Th^ are 
hospitable, and, upon the whole, extremely wil- 
Img to assist each other m cases of difficulty. — 
But the most extraordinary thing of all is, the 
liberality which they ex^dse towards emigrants, 
in immediately admitting them to live on an 
equality with themselves ; for any po(»r starving 
peasant, who comes into the settlement, will meet 
with nearly the same respect as the wealthiest 
person in it, captains of militia excepted. The 
Scotdi and English emigrants are frequently, at 
first, a good deal puzzled with the consida'ation 
with which they are treated, and, when they 
hear themselves addressed by the titles, sir, mas- 
ter, or gentleman^ a variety of new ideas b^in 
to illuminate their minds. I have often observ- 
ed some old Highland crone apparently revolv- 
ing these things within himself, twitching his 
bonnet fi*om one side of his weather-beaten brow 
to the other, and looking curiously around, as if 
suspicious that the peo{de were quizzifig him. 
However, those who are at first most sceptical 
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about the reality of their neidy-aoquired import- 
ance, generally become most obtrusive and assum- 
ing in the end ; and it is a ranarkable circum* 
stance, that, in Upper Canada, the ne plus ultra 
of vanity, impudence, and rascality, is thought to 
be comprised under the epithet Scotch Yankey. 
A ddiberate iniq)ection of a new settlement 
cannot fail to sink mankind lower in the estima- 
tion of the observer, than, perhaps, they ever were 
before. Human beings are there seen in a state 
of natural and inexcusable depravity, that can 
neither be palliated nor accounted for in any way, 
except by referring its origin to those evil pro- 
pensities which appear to be inherent in all men, 
and which can be destroyed or counteracted only 
by the influence of reason, religion, and edu- 
cation. The apologists of the human race vainly 
tell us, that men are rendered vicious by artifi- 
cial means, and that they are excited to evil by 
those miseries, disappointments, and oppressions, 
which are inseparable from an advanced and 
cultivated state of society. K we examine the 
wilds of North America, we will find men plao- 
edi beyond the reach of want, enjoying unbound^ 
ed liberty, all equal in power and property, and 
independent of each other. Such a combination 
of happy circumstances would seem well adapted 
to extinguish and repress evU habits and vicious 
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prc^l»ttities; 1m^ it ins no effeot ^ D^ )mA 
whatever, for i^ inhabitants of 4^ b^HjQtifiil 
wilderness ace as depoav^ m tli^ir laeiorils, mim 
degraded in their ideas, as the reliise pofi})^^ 
of a hige city. It will be fi^und, that the hw^ 
daasesare ne^er either virtuoias, imp^j, m re* 
speetable, unless they live in a ^te <^ sub^ttfiia- 
tion, and depend In some degree upon thw Stt^ 
periors for occupation and aub^enee^ 

The time I liv^d in ike Talbot Settl$^^BA 
comprehended, I believe, sonie of tfie haf^^dt 
days I have ever passed in the oouirse pf xny l|fe« 
My enjoymeots were v^ indeed derived j&oe^ 
or at all ccHineoted with, tl^ place wtieve I ms^ 
ed, it being destitute of every thing tha^ fxm^ 
render existence ^reeabk. Although I ^ipent 
my hours enturdy by mysdU^, somel^ir^s s^mofh 
ly seeing or speaking to any perao^ for diys 
together, I never knew what languor or weari- 
ness was. My mind gradually expand^ .aa 
ks dep^idence upon itself became mor^e nec^a* 
sary. My imaginaticm brightened^'-^HOdy p^<« 
captions (^ the great and beautilidii]b6rea$ed«;Wi«l 
a non-intercourse wxthithe world aee^iiedf l^ <^ 
vesting the soul of that mist in whidi the ^oly 
business of life never fails to involve it, to enable 
me to see, feel, and believe ihings I had never 
participated in before; in the same way as soli* 
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tude «nd abstinence are thou^ to operate in 
rendering men more capable of holding commu- 
nicaticm with superior beings. 

While in this state (^ mind» I recdlect eeeing 
Plutarch's Lives in ^e house of a farrn^, and 
borrowing them. The impressions I received, 
while perusing this book amidst the awful sdi- 
tude c^ the forest, never will be effaced from my 
heart The pictures of moral grandeur which it 
presented to my mind were in strict consonance 
with the magnibQcence of the material world that 
surrounded me; and being in some measure ab- 
stracted from human society, my estimate of that 
intellectual mightiness, which diaracterized the 
great spirits of ancient times, was not affected 
or disturbed by an intrusive sense of the dege- 
neracy of modem days. 

I had likewise one number of IKiackwood's 
Edinburgh Magazine, as a companion of my so- 
litude, which afforded me many moments of de- 
light This work, among other things, ccmtained 
Cdieridge's H3rmn to Mont Blanc : what could be 
more adapted to my frame of mind than this 
grand melody, this sublime efi^on ! The trees, 
the sky, the rocks, and the rushing waters, express 
comparatively little when viewed in the vicinity 
of a dty , but they assume a far deeper character, 
if surveyed frcmi the depths of the wilderness. 

M 
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There» eray cft^ject aoquicei new liueameiitB, 
4nd a spiritual cbwact^ appears in evay feature 
of the material worlds althcmgh we cimnot he&r 
nature sp0ak, nor understand the fijj/mpathies 
that parrade her different paitB. 
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LETTER XII. 

Journey to the head of Lake Erie— Picturesque group at a ta« 
vem^ and characteristic9--River Thames — Interesting scene 
ijipon it — Debwate village and hotel— The Long Wood»— A 
snow-storm theiB — Scoie in an Indian wigwam— Alarming 
accident and subsequent difficulties — Singular means of extri- 
cation — Assisted by an Indian — His hospitality — Ward's ta- 
vern — Interesting adventure at midnight — Settlement upon 
the bank of the Thames— Its present state — Mineral oil—- 
Quack doctor and patient— rTown of Chatham-**Lake St 
Clair-^Frencfa Canadians — Climate and fruit upon the De- 
troit river — Sandwich and Amherstburgh — North-west coun- 
try — Lakes Huron and Superior. 

I SHALL now draw my travelling details to- 
wards a conclusion, by presenting you with a 
sketch of the journey I made from Talbot Road 
to the head of Lake Erie, and to the most west- 
erly settlement in Upper Canada. 

My path lay along one of the cross-roads of 
the Talbot Settlement, and I amused myself with 
observing how gradually the marks of civiliza- 
tion receded from my view. During the early 
stages of my journey, houses, cleared land, fences, 
cattle, and bams, met my eye on every side ; but, 
as I advanced, the dwellings diminished into mi- 
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seraUe hovels, the woods became oonti^ous to 
the road, the domestic animals disappeared, and 
the fields were encambered with &llen timber; 
the changing aspect of the country tiius mark- 
ing the space of time that had elapsed since the 
inhabitants first commenced their agricultural 
labours. 

About sunset I stopp^ at a house to. feed my 
horse. Havmg given dinctioais to the landlord, 
I entered the outer apartitoent; and found a mix- 
ed assemblage of persons seated round the fire. 
On one side sat several Scotch Highlanders 
Simoking tobacco, muttering Ga^(^ and survey* 
ing witii suspicious soiitiny the rest of the coxn- 
pany ; opposite them were three Indians in full 
hunting costume ; and a couple of New England. 
Americans, with some children belonging to the 
house, completed the group. The New £ng- 
landers talked volubly about politics, recounted 
many incredible stories of their own prowess, 
and intermingled the whole with oaths and im- 
pious expressions. The Scotch eyed them with 
a scowl of vacant curiosity, often shrugging 
their shoulders and sullenly shaking their heads. 
The attention of the Indians was directed to a 
miniature wind-mill, which a child attempted to 
turn by the blasts of an old pair of bellows. I 
now had an opportunity at once of contemplat- 
ing three different descriptions of human beings. 
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and of esthnating what had been the influ^iee 
ef drcumstances upon thdr respective chatae^ 
ten. The Scotch peasants had been degraded 
by a Kfe of poverty, servitude, and igncnance. 
Their ambitious propensities had never been de^ 
veloped, nor Imd their ideas ever strayed beyond 
the circumscribed limits of their homes. They 
knew nbthing of the world ; but their natural 
cunning, stupidity, and selfishness, formed the 
impregnate guardians of their own interests. 
The New Englanders, on the other hand, unac* 
customed to subordination, stood much higher 
in their own estimation. They had ventured to 
think independently upon most subjects, and as- 
sumed the character of men of the world. They 
were not fettered by vulgar associations like the 
Scotch, and ware shrewd in proporticwi ; but in 
ecmsequence of their want of education, and their 
h&Jkg independent of the enlightened part of 
society, they were destitute of any sort of prin- 
dple either moral or reli^ous. The Indians 
possessed a sort <^ n^ative superiority over both 
parties, having no absolute vices, and being ex* 
alted by those virtues that generally belong to 
tiie savage. Though untutored, they were not 
in a state of debasement, and they seemed more 
entitled to respect than either the Scotch or Ame- 
ricans. 
It was nearly dark when I remounted my 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



182 

hone. The moon hid iirieed ftriseti^ hot, in 
ocmsequmcie of the doudmess of the sky, I de- 
Hved but little benefit frmn hdr %ht I still 
had eight miles to ride before I reached the side 
of the river Thames, where I intended to remain 
during the night When I had prooeeded about 
half way, I inadvertently left the main road, 
while the increasing narrowness and intricacy of 
the path I then followed soon conTinced mefiiat I 
had tak^ a wrong course; however, upon hear- 
ing the souhd of voices, I continued to advance, 
and soon found mysdf on the bank of the 
TfaamesL A vivid glare of light illumined every 
object around, but, as there was a little turn 
in the course of the river, I could not at first 
discover whence the radiance proceeded; in a 
few moments, however, a large raft, in which 
were five Indians and a Uazing fire of hickory 
bark, appeared floating down the stream. Two 
of the Indians held torches in their hands, and a 
couple of dogs sat in a small canoe liiat lay along« 
side. A column of smoke rose firom the fir^ 
which, extending itself into ruddy volumes, ho^ 
vered above the raft like a canopy, as it slowly 
glided down the refulgent current of the Thames, 
and rivetted my eyes. My attention was soon 
dmwn to the opposite shore by a young deer, 
which had sprung from the thicket, and stood 
stedfkstly gazing upon the savages in an atti- 
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tuda of befoitifiil astcmiilmient In a moEiient' 
tbree rifl^ were leveiled at it They vrete dis- 
cliarged, aiid it dropped down. The Indians 
raised a triumphant shout, and waved their 
tcfdies^ while a copple of them jumped into the 
canoe, and, aeccHnpanied by the dogs, paddled 
rap^ly to the shoca But vfben they landed, tbe 
deer, which had merely been wounded sprung 
upon its legs again, and rushed into the forest 
The dogs being diespatehed to turn it, barked 
moesi^ntly; the Indians on shore shouted and 
whistled to eneoun^e tiian, and those upon the; 
raft oalled loudly to their companions in tones of 
ai^r and impatience. The dogs aoon siicceed- 
ed in getting a-head of the deer, and driving it 
to the shore, but it immediately plunged into 
tihe i^ver, and, having swam towards a little bay 
that lay in the shade, it disappeared, to the great 
disappointment <^ the hunters. The raft had 
njow floated far below the point at which the In- 
dians had landed with the canoe, so that they has- 
tily embarked, (md paddled down the stream to- 
wards it. When they reached their ctrnipanioos, 
they were taken on board, and the whole party 
moved down the river, illumining the woods, 
and decoying thdr inhabitants into destruction* 
This kind of hunting is practised, I believe, by 
the North American Indians only. The bright- 
ness, of th^ fire allures tlie deer, and severs^ other 
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t^ey are so much exposed to the shots of the 
hunters, that they very rarely escape. 

Having retraced my steps until I gained the 
main road, I soon reached a place cidled Dc^- 
ware, where I intended to remain duripg the 
night; and whidi has some chum to the imme c£ 
a village, as there is a saw-mill near it, and a 
few houses within view of each other. Here I 
enjoyed all the comforts that are usually to be 
met with in Canadian hotels; and, after supping 
on bread and hemlock tea, and supplying my horse 
with buck wheat and wild hay, I went to bed at 
an early hour, that I might next morning be 
tiie better able to accomplish a journey through 
what are called the Lonff Woods. The road 
lies through thirty-seven miles of uninterrupted 
forests, and there is only one human habitation 
in the course of all that distance. The road being 
very indifferent, the traveller cannot in one day 
proceed beyond the house allud^ to, which is 
twenty-four miles from Delaware. 

In the morning I was ferried over the Thames 
on a raft It was now the end of December, 
and a drifting snow-storm threatened to make 
my journey a very unpleasant one, nay I even 
felt a little intimidated, for I had heard stories of 
persons perishing in the Long Woods, ixom cold 
and exhaustion. After I had crossed the river, I 
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pttMed serend imseiabte huts, whidi ate occasion* 
ally occupied by a few Delaware Indians, who 
exhibit some faint traits of civilization in th^ 
mode of life ; and these were the last vestiges of 
human agency that met my eyes during the 
day. The road was, in many places, extremely 
bad, and I frequaitly dismounted and walked, 
tliat I might relieve my horse, and, at the same 
time, keep myself warm by the exerdse. When 
about nine miles beyond Delaware, I came to 
the r^nains of a large Indian wigwam, and, as 
the snow fell thickly, I went into it, and shelter* 
ed myself under the bark. Although it was 
mid-day, not the faintest nor most distant mur- 
mur could be heard. The flakes of snow fell 
in noiseless succession among the boughs of the 
leafless woods that encompassed me. The sky 
was sombre, while the weather had a calmness 
that amounted to solemnity. Several fragments 
of Indian utensils, and likewise the skull of a 
deer, lay near me, while the blackness of one spot 
of ground shewed where a fire had once been. 
It seemed almost inconceivable, that human be- 
ings should be permanent ihhabitants of this 
wilderness, — that domestic ties and afiections 
should often brighten the gloom of such a soli- 
tude, — and that those leading passions, which agi- 
tate the hearts of all men, should be elicited and 
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hroiiglitinto action amidrt the appaUing^ lonrii- 
ness and d^ressing monotony of tbe boundless 
forest. The decaying vestiges of husoan exists 
ence, which the wigwam exhibited, made the 
scene a{^)ear mcare desert and aS^sting than it 
would otherwise have done. 
, Tbe tract of oountry called tbe Long Woods 
comprehends about one hundred and mnety 
thousand acres of land^ whidi will soc^ be sur- 
veyed into townships and lots, and laid opesi for 
the location of actual settl^B. Tl^ soil appears 
to be extremely good, but rather lighter than 
that of the Talbot Settlement ; and the timber 
which grows upon it, tlK>ugh not heavy, is 
of the best and most useful kinds. Notwith- 
standing the remote situation of the Long 
Woods, many hundreds o£ people are now waitr 
ing for an opportunity to occupy lands in tfa^oa ; 
so that this wilderness, at present so obnoxious 
to the generality of travell«*s, will probably be- 
come, in the course of a few years, one of the 
most populous and best cultivated tracts in the 
western part (rfthe Province. 

In the afternoon the stcn'm abated, and the 
clouds forsook the sky. I had travelled during 
the greater part of the day at a very slow p^e ; 
for such was the badness of the road, that I more 
frequently walked than rode ; and the way seem- 
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^ weftri$ome be)rotld desciiptk>n, as thexe vnt^ 
no means by which I could ascertain how far I 
had still to go. 

About sun-set I etoie to the edge of a creek, 
the bridge over which had fallen into sudh disre- 
pair that it was sdtogether impassable ; however, 
n hrge tree lay across the stream, and t atten^pt^ 
ed to lead my horse along this ; but its height 
above the water terrified him so much, that he 
stiurted violently back, pulled the bridle from 
my hand, and galk^ped off. You may easily 
omceivethe consternation I felt atthia acddent; 
for I knew that if he took to the woods, I would 
inevitably lose him for ever, along with my 
portmanteau, which contained many things of Va« 
lue; however, I had sufficient presence c^ mind 
to follow him cautiously, lest my sudden 24)pear- 
ance should again alarm him* I walked about 
a quarter of a mile in a state of distressing an* 
xiety, and then, on reaching a turn of the road, 
perceived my runaway browzing the shrubs at a 
little distance. By making a short dreuit through 
the woods I got a head of him unparceived, and 
caught hold of the bridle again without much 
difficulty. But my troubles were not at an end, 
for I soon perceived that my portmahteau was 
amissing ; and aware that it must have been torn 
off while my horse was passing through the 
woods contiguous to the road, I tied him to a 
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tree» and went in seardi of it. In my anxiety 
to recover what was lost I neglected to msark 
the course in which I wandered, and when I had 
the good-fortune to meet with my portmanteau^ 
I found myself completely bewildered, and con* 
tinned vainly looking for the road during, I 
suppose, half an hour; in the course of 'whk^h 
time I thrice unexpectedly returned to one par^ 
ticular spot. It is impossible to describe tiie 
sensations I felt on conceiving that I had entire- 
ly lost it My mind became as it were a perfect 
blank — ^the faculties of observation and discri- 
mination seemed to be effaced— and my me- 
mory lost all recollection. I stood still in a state 
of quiet despair, and knew not what might 
have been the consequence, had not one re- 
source occurred to me, the successful issue of 
which perhaps saved my life. I had be^n ac- 
customed to call my horse from the pasture by 
whistling to him in a particular way, and I now 
put this in practice. He immediately answered 
me by neighing, while I advanced in the direc- 
tion of the sound, and after repeating this kind 
of conversation several times, I enjoyed the de« 
light and satisfaction of finding myself once mwe 
by the faithful animal's side. 

However, I still had the stream to cross, and 
the tree that lay over it was much too narrow to 
admit a horse with safety. Having looked 
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around in all directions, widiout perceiving any 
pos^bility o{ passing without plunging into tli^ 
water, I seated myself en a log that I might 
consider what was to be done. In a little time 
I observed a light twinkling in tlje woods upon 
the oppo^te si^. I called loudly, again and 
again,' and at last a tall figure appeared at a dis« 
tance, as if reconnoitring, which proved to be an 
Indian. When he advanced, I rejoiced to find, 
by his salutation, that he understood English ; 
and no socmer had I explained the nature of my 
difiBculties, than he cried, '^ Stop, my fi'iend, be 
patient, I vnll assist you.** He accordmgly be- 
gan to cut away, with his tomahawk, the ice 
^at projected from the edges of the stream ; and 
having done this on both sides, he told me there 
was no depth of water, and I of course imme^ 
diately forded the creek. 

Percdving that I was cold, he hospitably con- 
ducted me to his wigwam, which stood con- 
tiguous to the road, and was rendered comfort- 
able by a blazing fire in front. In the interior 
I found a woman making leggings, and ornament- 
ing them in the Indian style. At the request of 
her husband I seated myself beside her, and en- 
tared into conversaticm with him, in the course 
of which he gave me a great deal of information 
respecting himself, and I gratified him by being 
equally commimicative. The Indian w^wam. 
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w camp, U cma^nieted duefly of lxirk» «ad is 
open in ftoat, tfi&t ite immtes may ^t or lie with 
thdr feet iK> the fire. I found th^ one extreme* 
ly comfortable^ exie^ wten the wind blew the 
smoke in my faoe; and I beheve I would h*Ye 
requested p^missioii <€ its owners to pass th^ 
night with th^n» had not a regard lor my heme 
induced me to proceed to the half*way house. 

When I had become sufficiaitly warm, I 
mounted my horse, having still six miles to 
ride ; but the moon now shone brightly, and tte 
road became much better, to that I soon reached 
Ward's tavern, which is twenty«foUr miles dis« 
tant from any house on the one side, and fifteen 
<Hi the other. It was indeed delightfiil to expe-i 
rience the oomfc^ts of a dieerful fire and a good 
meal, and to enjoy the attendance of human be* 
ings, after a long and dreary dayls journey in the 
tenantless wilderness. A person may, fiom 
choice, live weeks without seeing any of his 
species^ and still feel indlfierent about meeting 
with them; but 1^ who is placed, even for a 
few hours, out of the reach and assistance of 
man, will anxiously wish f<nr his society, and 
hail his prei^nce with delight Mr Ward, who 
keeps the tavern in the Long Woods, is very 
attentive to his guests, any one of whom may 
obtain an ewtra portion of civility merdy by 
being communicative. He has a book, in whidi 
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he rdquesti sdl trayellers to write thdr nftmei^ 
places of idx)de» and destinations, and likewise to 
add any remarks that their journey through the 
I^ong Woods may have suggested. Compara^ 
tiTely few pemons have as yet enrolled them* 
selves in this book» and the miyoiity of these 
were appaifently somewhat puzzled when they 
attempted to comply with the first requisition-* 
that of simply writing their own names. The 
only interesting memorandum that I could dis* 
cover, was one wMdi depcmed that the writer of 
it had been attacked foy the cholic while in the 
Liong Woods, and that, on reaching Mr Ward's^ 
he had taken some chicken soup, which, by the 
fadp of God, hid much relieved him ! 

When it was midnight, I walked out, «id 
strolled in the woods contiguous to the house* 
A ^oriotts moon had now ascended to the sum* 
mit of the arch of heaven, and poured a perpen- 
dicular flood of light upon the silent world be- 
low* The stairy hosts sparkled brightly when 
they emeiged above the horizon, but gradually 
faded into tmnkling points as they rose in the 
sky. The motionless trees stretched their majes- 
tic boughs towards a cloudless firmament, and 
the rustling of a witiiered leaf, or the distant 
howl of the wolf, akme broke upon my ear. I 
was suddenly roused from a delicious reverie, by 
observing a dmrk object moving slowly and eau- 
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tioudy among the trees. At firsts I fiEuned it 
was a bear, but a near^ in^eetion discovered an 
Indian on all fours. For a mom^it I felt vok- 
willing to throw mysdf in his way, l^t he should 
be meditating somci sinister dedgn against me; 
however, on his waving his hand, and putting 
bis finger on his lips, I approached him> aii4 
notwithstanding his injunction to silenoe, Loquir- 
ed what he did there. ** Me watch to see the deer 
kneel," replied he ; '^ This is Christmas night, and 
all the deer fall upon their knees to the Great 
Spirit, and look up." The solemnity of the scenes 
and the grandeur of the idea, alike contributed 
to fill me with awe. It was afifecting to &Qd 
traces of the Ciuistian £uth existing in such a 
pkce, even in the form of such a tradition. 

Next mcmiing I left Ward's, and having pass- 
ed through fifteen miles of forest, came again to 
the banks of the riva: Thames, and found roys^ 
in a populous settlement. The course of the 
Thames is beautifiil and meandering ; its waten 
are delightfully transparent ; and it can be navi- 
gated by large vessels thirty miles above its mouth. 
It is above forty-five leagues in length, has a^ifko- 
derate current, and is, on an average, about eight 
hundred feet in breadth. It is plentifully stocked 
with excellent fish, and the lands that lie conti- 
guous to its banks are, generally speaking of the 
finest quality. Both sides of the liver have been 
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settled, and under cultivation, during more tiiah 
ttiirty years; however, the uninquiring travdler 
would suppoise that they had but recendy known 
tile presence of man. Tliere is indeed a good 
deal of deared land on some of the farms; but 
misa^ftble log-huts, ill-ploughed fiel&, shadding 
bfims, and unpruned ordiards, are to be seen 
ev^ where, disfiguring the face c£ the country^ 
imd shewing too accurately the character of those 
who inhabit it. This settlement, I was inform- 
ed, had undergcme little change or advance wi11i« 
in the last ten years,, and, consequently, it hat 
reached the highest pitdi of improvement it will 
probably ever attain while in the hands of its 
present occupants. The Canadians, in addition 
to their indolence, igncmmce, and want of ambi- 
tbn» are very bad farmers. They have no idea 
ci the saving of labour that results from forcing 
knd^ by means of high cultivation, to yield the 
ha^l^ possible quantity of produce. Their ob* 
ject is, to have a great deal of land under im- 
prowment, as they call it; and, consequently, 
they go on cutting down the woods on their 
lots, and regularly transferring the cropa to the 
soil last deared, until ti^ think they have suf*. 
ficimitly extended the bounds of their fiurms. 
They then sow different parts of their lands pro-, 
miscuously, without imy attention to nicety in 
tiie tillage, or any regard to rotation of crops. 
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There is hardly a dean or a wdl-ploiighed field 
in the western part of the Provmce ; nor has any 
ringle Bxste there, I b^eve, ever yielded heady 
as much produce as it might be made to do un- 
Atr proper management 

Atone of the houses where I stopped to feed my 
hwse, they showed me a specimen <rf mineral 
dl, that is found in considerable quantities up< 
on the surface of the Thames. It flows from an 
aperture m the bank of the river, and three car 
fimr pints can be skimmed off the water daify*. 
It very much resembles pretoleum^ being of 
thick consistence and black colour, and having a 
strong penetrating odour. The people employ 
it medidnalLy ; and I was told, that its external 
application proved highly beneficial in' oases of 
eramp, rheumatism, and other complaints c^ a si-» 
milar kind. 

In this house there was a woman afflicted witib 
acute rheumatism. She had tried the min^Tal 
oil without receiving any benefit &bm it, and 
consequentiy had been induced to ptit hersdf 
into the hands of one of the doctors of the aei* 
tlonent. This gentleman happened to make 
his daily visit when I was present, and entered 
the room, carrying a pair of lai^ saddle-bags^ 
in whidi phials and gallipots were heard datter* 
mg against each other in a most formid^e mail- 
nor. He did not deign to take off his hat, but 
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advancod to Im patient, and shook I»nd^ say- 
ing, " How d'ye do, my good lady, how d'ye 
do ?" — *^ Oh, doctor," cried the patient, ** I was 
wishing to see you — ^very bad — I don't calculate 
upon ever getting smart agsdn." — ** Hoity, toity/ 
returned the doctor, ^^ you look a thundering 
^bt better than you did yesterday."^ — '' Better I" 
exdaimed the sick woman, '' np, doctc^, I am 
no better* — I'm going to die in your hands."— 
^^ My dear good lady," cried the doctor, " I'll 
bet a pint of spirits I'll raise you in five day% 
snd make you so spry^ tbat you'll dance upon 
this floor."--" Oh," said the woman, *' if I had 
but the ro(^ doctor that used to attend our fami* 
ly at Gnmecticut ; he was a dreadful skeelfyl 
man " Here they were interrupted by the en- 
trance of her husband, who was a clumsy, ere* 
dulous4ooking person. " Good morning to you, 
doctor," said he, ^'what's the word?"— ** No- 
l^ng new at strange, sir," returned the doctor, 
^ Well now, doctor," continued the husband, 
** 1k>w do you find that there woman ? — ^no better, 
X conclude ?— I guess as how it would be as wdl 
to let you understand plainly, that if you can't 
do her never no good, I wouldn't wish to be 
run into no expenses — ^pretty low times, doctor — 
money's out of the question. Now, sir, can yoi^ 
xaise that there woman ?" — " Yeef, my good sir," 
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cried the doctor confidently, '* yes I csm — I of- 
fered to bet a pint with her this moment, and 
III make it a quart if you please, my demr 
friend.'* — ** But, doctor, are you up to the natw 
of her ailm^it ?* inquired the husband. " Ob, 
perfectly," said the other, *' nothing more sim-^ 
pie ; it arises entirely from obstru^ion and cwi- 
stitutional idiosyncrasy, and is seated under the 
muscular fascia. Some casual excitement has in* 
creased the action of the absorbent v^sels so 
much, that they have drawn the blood from the 
difl^ent parts of the body, and occasioned the 
pain and debility that is now present." — '* W^l 
now, doctor," cried the husband, " I sw^ you 
talk like a lawyer, and I begin to have hopes 
that you'll be pretty considerably apt to raise my 
woman." The doctor now opened his saddle* 
bags, and, having set forth many small par^ 
eels and dirty flmk upon the taUe, be^ui to 
eompoiihd several recipes for his patient, who^ 
when she saw him employed in this way, put 
out her head between the curtains of the bed, 
and cried, " Doctor, don't forget to leave som^ 
thing for the debilitation." When he had fkiiiA- 
ed, he packed up his labomtory, and ordered 
that isometiiing he had left should be infused in 
a pint of whisky, and that a taUe^poonfril of 
the fluid should be taken three times a day. — 
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" Will that raise irie ^k r'* said the woman ; 
** I guess I h^ as well take it four times a day.** 
As the doctor was mounting bis horse, I heard 
Ae f^mer say, " Doctor, don't be afeard about 
your pay^ I'll see you satisfied; money, you 
kiK>w's, out of the question, but Pve plenty of 
good buck-wheat." 
' About twelve miles above the mouth of Uie 
Thames I pasi^ a spot called the town of<^hat-* 
ham. It contains only one house and a sort of 
church ; but a portion of the land there has been 
surveyed into building-lots, and these being now 
offered for sale, have given the place a daim to 
the appellation of a town. There are many 
towils like Chatham in Upper Canada, and al- 
most all of them have originated from the spe- 
culations of scheming individuals. When a man 
wishes to dispose of a piece of land, or to render 
ime part of his property valuable by Ringing 
settlers up(Hi the other, he surveys a few acres 
into building-lots.' These he advertises for sale 
at a high price, and people immediately feel an- 
xious to purchase them, conceiving that their si^ 
toaficm must be very eligible indeed, otherwise 
they would not have been selected for the site of 
a town. The extravagant hopes and expecta- 
tions that often fill the minds of speculators such 

* Soon. 
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as I allude to, would make the most enthiudastic 
castle-builder smile. Often, while surveying 
these embryo towns, have I be^i shetvn particu« 
lar spots of ground that were to be reserved fw 
universities, hospitals, churches, &c. altbcmgh not 
even a hovel had yet been erected within the pre- 
dncts of the anticipated city. AU these chime- 
ras and erroneous conceptions have been ihtroduc- 
ed by people from the United States. There, villa- 
ges and towns start into existence almost instantft^ 
neously ; and when any place is peculiarly caicu^ 
lated by nature to be a theatre for the eiiergies, en« 
terprise, and associated labours of man, it is im- 
mediately occupied by an active and industrious 
population, and soon attains that degree of im- 
portance to which its advantages entitlleitt But 
in Upper Canada things are very different ; for 
the Province at present affords so few excite- 
ments to individual exertion, and sudi unpro- 
mising prospects, that all plans to promote its 
aggrandisement and prosperity, whether lationd 
or chimerical, are alike doomed to famgiiiish for 
want of supporters. 

The river Thames discharges its^ by a wide 
mouth into Lake St Clair, the sides of which are 
still uncultivated, there being only a few strag* 
gling houses upon them. Lake St Clair forms 
an intermediate body of water between Lakes 
Huron and Erie. It has nothing at all singular 
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or intaT^ting about it^ imd is nearly of a circular 
duBpe, being thirty miles wide, and ninety in 
cinmm&i^nce. 

Tlie Detix^t river, whidi ecaanects Lal^ St 
Clair and Lake Erie, is forty miles long, and di* 
Tides that part of Canada which it traverses, from 
thd United States. Its banks are in many places 
tfadbkly peopled, and in a high state of cultiva* 
tion, and on the British side the settlemait is 
entirely ccmfined to them. The inhabitents herd 
are chiefly French Canadians, who began to oc* 
cupy the country when Canada was still imder 
the juiiadietion of France. They still retain that 
amenity of manners which distinguishes them 
fiom Hie peasantry of most countries ; and this 
qualify appears to particular advantage, when 
contrasted with the rudeness and bai^arism of 
the boors who people the other parts of the Pro* 
Tuice. The houses are so numerous and so dose 
together upon the banks of the Detroit river, 
that there is the appearance of a succesdon of 
vfflages for more than ten miles. The farms are 
very narrow in front, and extend a great way 
back. The lots were laid out in this awkward 
and inconvenient form, that their respective oc- 
cupants might be able to render one another as- 
sistance when attacked by the Indians, who were 
at one time very numerous and troublesome in 
this part of the country. 
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The banks of tteDtfatitihreriaii OieJBilaa 
of Upper Canada, in «o fiur as r^iords the pm- 
duction of fruit Apples, pears, pliMEns, peadi^ 
gn^es^ and nectarines, attain the highest d^^ree 
of perfection there, and exceed in size, beaii^t 
and flavour, those nosed in any other part of the 
Province* Cider abounds at the tidde of the 
meanest peasant, and there is scarcely a farm lliat; 
has not a fruitful orchard attadied to it This 
fineness of the fruit is one consequence of the 
amelioration of dimate, which takes place in Uk^ 
vicinity of the Detroit river and Ldce St Clait . 
The seasons there are much milder andrjttore «»- 
rene than they are a few hundred miles below; 
and the weather is likewise drier and less va- 
riable. Comparatively little snow falls doling 
the winter,, though the cold is often suiQIci^itly 
intense to freeze over the Detroit rivet so 
strongly, that persons, horses, and ev^ loaded 
sleighs, cross it with ease and safety. In summer 
the country presents a forest of blossoms, which 
exhale the most delidpus odours ; a doud sddom 
obscures the sky; while the lakes and nv&ts, 
which extend in every direction, communicate a 
reviving freshness to the air, and moderate the 
warmth of a dazzling sun ; while the clearness 
and elasticity of the atmosphere render it equal* 
ly healthy and exhilarating. 

About twenty miles down the Detroit river 
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.stands tibe v^^ of 8ttid#ich, yfA&A edntiim 
thirty or f<»r^y houses^ and ti neat diordbiw Be- 
low ^s the soil becomes rather inferior in quali* 
ty, b^ing soix^what cold and swampy. The sefe^ 
tiement is likewise partial and dreumscribed, and 
a tract of land six miles in kngtb, which belcmgs 
to the Huron Indians, does not contain a single 
inhabitant A littte above the mouth of the 
Detroit river, and head of Lake Erie, is the 
town of Amherstbui^, which forms the most 
Westeiiy settlement in the Upper Province. The 
population of this place amounts to more than a 
ftousand souls, a {HX>portion of whom are mer* 
dimts, who derive support in the way of trade 
from the farmers residing upon the shores of 
Lake Erie. Many of the inhabitants of Am* 
l^rstlmrgh are perscms o£ weahb and respectabi- 
lity, and the drde which they collectively com- 
pose is a more refined and agreeable <»ie than is 
to be met with in any other village in the Pro- 
vince, 

The mouth <^ the Detroit river, in whicb 
there are sevaral islands, forms a safe and com- 
modious harbour. The river itsdf is navigable 
for Ves^ls of any size ; and a chain of water-com- 
munication extends westward without interrup- 
tion to the head of Lake Superior, which is more 
than a thousand miles distant from Lake Erie. 
The cMntry north-west of Amherstburgh being 
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mitigiiy uranhalntdd^ except bj tifftes of wandMv 
ing Indians, is but little known; howev^> it 
woujbd appear that many parts of it are wdl 
iidapted for agriculture. The land bf^dcring 
iipoQ the river St Qair, which fbnm the com- 
mumcaticm between Lakes Huron and Lake 
St Clair, is of excellent quality, and will «oon be 
surveyed into townships, and given to aetual set* 
tiers, under the usual restrictions. But the soil 
on the north side of Lake Huron is, generally 
speaking, rocky and unproduettve ; and the dir 
n^ite there bears little resemblance to (iiat of t^he 
more easterly parts of Upper Csfnada, b^ng odd, 
humid, and tempestuous ; but the amelico^ation 
which would probably take plaee, were 1iief(»'ests 
cut down, might ]:ender diis extensive tract of 
i^untry more fertile, and more soitaUe for the 
i^idence of man, than it is at present. Lake 
Michigan does not lie within <iie British terri*^ 
tories ; and the shores of Lake Superior have been 
so partially explored, that it is difficult, and in- 
deed useless, to ascertain whether or not they are 
cdculated for settlement, and capdUe of sup- 
porting a large population. 

He who has journeyed from the mouth of the 
nv^ St Lawrence to Amh^rstburgh (a distance 
of Mteen hundred tniles), will find the latter a 
ma^^ent and interesting point of observation. 
He wUl be irreristibly led to contrast the tract 
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of country he has traversed with those mighty re- 
gions that stretch towards the north-west— wild^ 
boundless, and unexplored, — ^regions beside which 
Lower and Upper Cimada, with all their im- 
provements, dwindle into insignificance, and ap- 
pear alone worthy of a transient regard. Thi$ 
wilderness contains within itself all those things 
which are (NiiiMuily requisite for the foundation 
atid prosperity of a great empire. Lakes md 
navigable rivers every where afibrd the means rf 
internal commerce ; while the wide-spreading fo- 
rests will furnish materials for the construction of 
ships, which may hereafter traverse Lakss Huron 
and Superior, and ride in those bays and inlets 
whidi emboss their shores, and whidi are mt pie* 
sent the reswt osily of wat^^fowi 
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Departure from Sandwich — Dangers of the bordage — Violent 
snow-storm-^La Valleys tavern — Company there— Evcning*« 

' amoiaMiii'-p-Scene on Lake St Clair— £fbot8 of intoideittbNi' 
^*-Skigb-riding. on the ioe<— Dangers thai attend it— Ctn*.-, 
dian sldeft— American economy-^A new Catboliq prohilntiqa 
•^Arnold's mills-— Cottage there^ and inmates — A walk in the 
woods — The upper part of the Talbot Settlement — Scarcity 
of money there— Amusing rencontre and conrersatlon— ^ 

' Dealh-bedsocne-^Condiision of the journey. 

Att£E lemaimng ten days at Amherstbtiigb«nclr 
Sandwich, I prepared to set out for Uie IMinsi 
Settlement again. I bad suffered so mudi from 
odd during my journey upwards, that I dreaded 
returning on horseback, and accordingly leaving 
my horse at the former town, secured a seat in a 
sleigh that was travelling towards my place of 
destinati<Hi. The severity of the weather had 
frozen the Detroit river a few days aft^ I 
reached Amherstfowgh, but a thaw soon coming 
on, destroyed the ice so completely, that no part 
q£ it remained except a narrow strip along the 
diore, such as the Canadians call a hordage. 
The snow began to fall, for the first time that 
sea^n, on the morning on which we left Sand- 
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wich ; but the quantity upon the ground being 
too snudl to render the roads fit for a sleigh, we 
i^ere obliged to travel upon the ice, mueh again^ 
our inclination, as it was very narrow and full of 
large cracks and holes, 

The snow soon began to drift so much, that 
the driver could scarcely see which way the 
horses* heads were, and consequently was unaUe 
to &void the various dangers that environed us. 
We trusted entirely to chance, and momentarily 
expected that we would be dragged over the 
brink of the ice and precipitated into the river, 
which was at least twelve or fifteen feet de^. 
At last a large rock stopped our progress. The 
space between it and the hi^ bank of the river 
was too narrow to admit the passage of a sleigh, 
ai^ the ice beyond it did not appear to be strong 
chough to bear us. As the storm continued 
to increase, we now resolved to abandon the 
bardage ditogetha*, and to travel along the high- 
way, bare and unfit for a sleigh as it was. We 
gained the road with much difficulty, andimme^ 
diately getting out of the sleigh, walked behind 
it, that we might relieve the horses. 

I was not long able to keep up with my fel* 
low-travellers, and soon lost sight of them. The 
wind blew violently and irregularly, and some- 
times rairing up large quantities of the diy 
snow that had fidlen, wlmled it aloft in clouds 
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tb«t tf nv^opad cnray thing in a miuiky obiciiiily* 
la sqme pktoea the road wat $o bare that the 
durt oould be seen; and in otiber^ iosmenie 
drilta (several feet de^ lay across it» and oonoedU 
ed the track. I twice foupd myscdf on the ed^ 
of the steep bank <^ the river, and at anoth^ time 
discovered that I had struck across a fiekU and 
was retradng my steps to Sandwich. I uncoils 
soiously passed several houses in which I would 
gladly have taken shelter^ but the showers oi 
snow that loaded the air prevented me from see* 
ing them. I did not meet with a single human 
being, except one man, who, notwithstiuading the 
badness of the ioe, and the tempestuous weaybbs; 
was driving furiously along tihe hordagt in a 
<»ie»horse sleigh. When viewed through 1^ 
changing and hazy medium of the snow^drtftat 
he and the animal that preceded him appeared 
to be of gigantic size, and to move for warda with 
superhuman velocity* I watched their ^^ogpress 
£>r a time» Imt they soon disappeared ao^t <die 
mazm of the drifting storm* 

My feUow-travellers had informed me befi»« vre 
parted, that they intended to stc^ at a iAVfaai on 
Xiake St Clair. Fearing lest the weather ^H4ild 
grow w(^se, I did not allow mysdf to rest until) 
I reached the house and joined them, aftw a 
walk of seven mi)es» and oi more than four hour^! 
duration* I felt imxpressibly fi^gued, and en* 
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^yedtlie good five to whidh I was ocmdnctod bf 
the host, fully as mudi as I did that at Ward's 
tETcni, aftar my jotiniey through the Long 
Woods. At the same tiq[ie I could not hot vt* 
fleet, that if the snowosform, whidi I enoounteied 
'vdiile travdling there^ had becom® as violent as 
the one I had just escaped from, I would inevtt* 
aUy have perished from cold and exhaortion. 

The day fi^owii^, being that on which the 
quarter sessions took place at Sandwich, the 
tavern was crowded with people who had beeft 
pnrvehted from pursuing their journey thither 
by the vioknce of the st(»m. The puUic room 
eontained a wcmderfiil medley ci persons* They 
were drinking, talking, fflnoking, swearing, and 
letting promiscuously; and the melting of tte 
mow, winch they had brought into the apart** 
ment upon their shoes, had deluged the whole 
floor. As the scene was inexpressibly disagree* 
able, I requested the landlord to conduct me to 
another apartment He willmgly eonsented, and 
ushered me into a room wh^re Ms w^ and se* 
veral other females sat at woik. They were 
ail Frendiwomen, and my limited powers of 
crarversation in that language prevented me from 
addressing my self to any of them ; but my hostess^ 
nevertheless, seemed to understand my feelings^ 
for she soon set about preparing supper, wfakh 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



208 

waapttticiiiarfy aooeptaUe to me^ as I faad^tastod 
nothing but snow since morning. 

Shortly fkfiber the table eqwpi^ was veomred^ 
two ^la entered the apartmttit^ carrying. a smaM 
tub of beautiful apples between themu 1%^ 
placed it in tiie midst of us, and every one par^ 
took liberally of the dessert whidi it contamed; 
and I easily discovered, from tl^exqpiisite flavour 
of the apples, that they bad bean produced upcm 
the banks of the Detroit river. The landlocd^ 
La Valle^ now entered with a French news- 
paper in his hand, and having, seated faimarif 
«iM)ng the seamstresses, began to read aitides of 
foreign intelligence. His femoie audit(n*s listen** 
ed with undivided attention until he had got 
through a paragraph, and then they all broke 
silmuae at once, and ocHnmented with much pto-t 
lixity upon what it contained. The noose of 
tlwir tongues was so distracting, tlmt, before La 
VaUed lKidfinished'(»ie page of the:newspiq>er, I: 
bcgam to stti|)ect that I. had not.mudh improved 
my situation, by exchanging the bar-room for 
Madam^s parlour. 

About ten at night I went put to asdevtain the. 
state of the weatlier. It had ceased snowing^ 
Imt the wind w^s s^ very high. The heavens 
were covered with large fleeces , <^ brokai' 
dte^ids, and the stars fl«died through them aa 
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The frozen snrfitce rf Lake St Clair stretched in 
dhill Mid dreary extent towards the horizon, and 
exhibited a motifHdess md unvaried expanse, ex* 
oept when a gust of wind whkled a wreath of snow 
hrto the air, and swept it toftw&td in eddying 
eakim&SL The leafless trees creaked and groan-^ 
ed under^ tiie Mast, and thef crashing of houghs, 
yielding to its viotence, broke upon die ear at 
itregular iirterVals. 

The sc^ie, though sublime, created a shudder- 
ing sensatien, so thsi^ I gladly returned to Hhe 
bouse, and followed my host to the chamber inr 
whfich I was to sleep. The French Canafiany 
keep themselYes extremely comfortaMe within 
doc^ having a smaK ^ove in every room, and 
efyetk ^ large one in the hall or entry. The tavemt!r 
occupied by them are the best places of a similar 
description that a traveller c£m resort to during 
winter ; for they will alwajrs afford him the lux- 
liry of a warm sleeping apartment, whatever be 
tiieir deficiencies in other respects. 

F^gued as I was, I enjc^ed but litfle slecjp 
Id consequ^iee of the noise made by the troop of 
Bacdianals who caroused in Ihe ^sfftment imme- 
£atdy under mine, and continued their oi^es 
during the whole ni^. Next moming the 
public room of the tavern presented a locking 
^ectaele; bottles, glasses, benches, and drunk 
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men, being scattei^ pranuBcuouidy upon the 
ftx>i^- All sorts of peopk are detestable when 
under the influence of ardent spirits, but the 
Americans particularly so. It is scHuetimes edn- 
tended, that a slight degree of intoxicatkm makes 
diffident and reserved persons more agreeaUe 
than they naturally are, by rendering them free 
and communicative; but the mauvais hcnUe 
being totally unknown among the lower orders 
of the Americans, they do not require any 9tu 
mulm to induce them to exhibit their powers 
and propensities. Therefore, the influence <^ 
liquor only serves to draw forUi their natund 
coarseness, insolence, and rankness of feelings 
and to make them as it ware caricfiU;ur^ of them- 
selves. Whoever wishes to attain a j ust concep- 
tion of the enormity whidi the human charac- 
ter assumes when undiecked by restraint, unre- 
fined by education, an4 unmodelled by depend- 
ence, should spetid an hour in tl^ bar-room of 
some low tavern in Upper Canada, when a party 
of ccmimon farmers are drinking together. 

We set out immediately after break^sist^ and 
drove along the ice upon Lake Clmr, keeping 
near the side, however, lest any accident should 
hi^pen. But there was in reality little to appre- 
hend; £>r in noany places, at least thirty yards 
from the i^or^ we saw that the ice rested on the 
bed of the Lake, every drop of wat^ having 
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been literally frosen up« The cxild was, intone 
b^(»id what I had ever bef(»re experienced^; idad 
we f^t ite utmost. severity, being exposed torn 
sisrong wind, which swept over many miks of 
ice before it reached us. . 

L^e St Clair aeemed frozen as &r as the eye 
oould discern, and, I su^ose, is frequently in tins 
state the whcfe way aoross at the. end of a severe 
vrinter, its depth not being vei^ great, and its 
breadth only thirty miles. EveA Lake !^e some- 
times presents (me continucms expanse df ice to* 
wards the horizon, which must be at least fifteeii 
miles distant. frmn. the spectator, when he stands 
on the top of. a bank nearly one hundred feet 
high. If there is a surfi^e of ice to an.^ual de- 
tent cm each.side, which: we may reasonably sup- 
pose to be die case, it is not difficult to believe 
timt.this Lake may. sometimes be fix>s!en over 
^tirely, as the water is not more than one bun* 
dred leet deep in almost, any part of it. 

It is highly perilous for inexperienced persons 
to travel. upoja the iQe,.eyen during the most in- 
tense, frdst. Besides the cracks and flaws tiiat 
^re to be avoided, there are places called air^ 
hoks,, which give way the moment a cariole is 
driven uptm them ; and whai this takes place, the 
passengers often find . great difficulty in saving 
their own lives, mudi more those of the horses. 
Feeble who are in the habit of travelling much 
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ofxtt the k^ ugQaUy carry haltas W^ 
Hut purpose of cboldtig the hories», ftfaoiild aa 
mcddmt of this kind happm. The tigfattiess of 
ttie rope closet the windpipe^ and pwveuts the 
water fix)m rushing into the lungs of die anioialy 
while the air thejr contain renders its body so 
bouyant, that it floats upon the surftos^ and ia 
casUy dragged out Howerefi consideiaUe jodg* 
uenfc is required to ensure Hit suooessfiil ezecu^ 
tion of this phn^ as peo^ sometimes pull the 
noose so tigh^ that they literally hang the no- 
mal they expected to saye (tata drowning. 

A litde befi»!e sunset, We readied the mouth 
a£ the river Thames^ which was comj^etely 
fiosen over« A man infonned us» that a sld^ 
had ftUen through the ice the preceding n^ht; 
however^ we weie oU^;ed to continue our jour- 
ney upon the bordage, the mow having drifted 
so mudi, that the roads were neariy impassable. 
I su£fered great uneasmess lest the ice dbould 
give way ; fyt it cracked incessaiiidy unda llie 
cttiole ; but my fellow4ravellers said, this proved 
^NSt ibB etret^gth might be depended upon* 
The night was doudless and beautifully dear, 
and tihe stars gave so mu<^ light that I could 
have Mad a book without any di£k»lQr« The 
ddes in Canada, durbog winter, are peoihttiy 
tam^arent and daaalhig. The brilMtticyoftibe 
difftient constefiaticms, and the disthietness of 
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the galaxy, tnake n stranger almost believe he 
has he^ removed to a new hemisphere, mi 
brought ne^er to the heavens than he ever was 
before, l^hie skies are generally supposed to 
have an itifluaice upon <he character of those 
who live under them ; however, the Inbibitanttf 
of Upper Canada omnot be produced as an 
evidence of the correctness of <hls prevalent opt* 
nion. 

About nine o^dock we stopped for the night 
M; a email tavern on the bank of the river; and 
I was delighted to get once more upon terra 
firma, beside a comfortable stove, notwithstand* 
ing my love of star-gazing. We were soon pro- 
vided with supper, which proted better tiiBfi 
the mean appearance of the house had led me 
to expect. One dt my f^w-tmvdl^ps dedSn- 
ed sitting down at table, as he had a supply 
of provisicms with him, but the other tried to 
persuade him to join in our repast. Upon this 
he began to walk thoughtfully about the room, 
and then threw himself along a bench, resting 
his head upon his hand with an air oi iJbstrac^ 
tion fbt some minutes. At last he started up, 
and med out, with an oath, that he would sup 
with us, and that he minded expense as little as 
any man 1 The lower tjrders of the Americaits 
are extremely pareimonious in those things that 
regard their personal comfort. Tliey never spend 
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money with a good graoe, unlets it be for Ae 
purpose of gratifying their yanity, or increasing 
Aeir importance. They will pay for tiiie liquor 
which their companions, or even totel stranger^ 
have drank at a tavern, that they may pcove 
tiheir wedth, and receive applause fcnr their sdf* 
ish generosity. Upon the same princijde they 
will thr6w away large sums in the purchase of 
fine bridles or glittering watch-chains, and then 
endeavour to make up for such useless extrava- 
gance, by starving th^Bselves and their horses for 
weeks together. But, in general, they would ra- 
ther want a meal than pay the expense of one^ 
because the gratificati<m of the cravings of vanity 
does not accompany or follow the relief of the 
cravings of hunger. 

The woman who kept the tavera was a French 
Canadian, and had several daughters. Two of 
them remained in the roohi while we were at 
table : I overheard thdr convo^tion, whidi 
was carried on in a very desponding tone, and 
related to some restrictions that th$ir Cathcdic 
priest had lately enforced with respect to danc^ 
ing. It appeared from what they said, that balls 
had formerly been of frequent occurrence in the 
settlement ; but that the priest, anxious about the 
spiritual welfare of his parishioners, had issued 
an order prohibiting the amusement altogether. 
However, notwithstanding this, dances occasion- 
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ally took place at private houses in a quiet way. 
The holy fiither, when informed that such was 
tiie case, determkied to put down the evil in an 
effectual manner, and accordingly sait for the 
musicians, and told th^n, that if they ccmtinued 
to exercise thdr art at balls, they would f(»feit 
every dbance of happiness in the next world, and 
be the means of drawing many souls into thel 
vortex of destruction. But fearing lest the pro- 
fits of their occupation should tempt them to sin 
agahi, he proniis^ to pay them out of his own 
pocket all the money they might lose by strictly 
adhering to his injunctions. He likewise denied 
the rites of the church to all persons who persist- 
ed m dancing. These prdiibitory measures had 
thrown a gloom upon the spirits of half the 
young Canacfians in the settlement; and the 
pn^riety of them was canvassed in a very so- 
phistical manner by my hostess' two daughters. 

Next morning we pursued our journey ; and 
to my great satisfaction kept upon the high-4X)ad,^ 
the snow being now so well beaten, that a sleigh 
went forward very smoothly. On reaching a 
place called Arnold's Mills, my fellow-travellers 
informed me that circumstances had induced 
them to change their route, and that they could 
not carry me any nearer to my place of destina- 
tion, and would therefore set me down at the 
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tot boose W9 Qvne ta Tbis ioUX&fieaK mm 
equally unpleBsmit and unexpeetod ; but I fooni 
Vky^lf oblifed tp agree to whet they propoa^ 
and aocyndingly took lefi?e of them at ^ gate 
ef a cottage that 9tood near the roadf^de. 

On coitering the houses I wai attanUhed to 
$nd it$ interior diara^tensed by a neatneas ytry 
imcommon in the dwdlings of the peaaantry of 
Upper Canada. Its inmates wiUiogly dHUiratad 
to let me remain wUh them until I s^iould fiad 
an opportunity of proceedii^ to the TaUiot 
Settlement ; so I aoQoiidin^y seated myidf at 
the fire, and began to lode over a pared of boc^ 
that lay upcm a table. Among them I finmd 
Mackenzie's No¥el$,Tfaomson'8 Seasons^ Cowper's 
PoemG^ Persian Talesi and several works of a «f 
milar d?scrii^(Hi» aqd likewise a Love Diotkm* 
ary, the phritseology and definitiom of wlmb 
were better oaleulated for the meridian of Bond* 
street w St Jamest" than for that of Uppa: Ca* 
nada» AU tbis evinced that a degree ^ refipo* 
ment, not indigenous to the oountry» existed in 
some of the members of the family. ^Qar a Ut«* 
tie time a girl of intenestitig appearance ent^r^ 
the room, and having seated herself at the win* 
dow, hegfim to read with much attention. She 
bad im air of lat^uor and «msiety» ;and I femark? 
ed that the old w<Nnai} who kept the boMse, alt 
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ways addietted her in a tety respectful siid iat* 
feotioiiate mann^. 

I watched anxiouslj the whcde day, in hopei 

of seeing some cariole that would convey me to 

Talbot Setttemeni^ from the n&tneot part of whidi 

I was stiU seventeen miles distant When it be* 

cune dark I walked to the nearest ftrm^hoose, to 

inquire of its owner, if he knew by what mean^ 

I could get forward to my |dace of diestinatiom 

On my return back, and when within a few 

yards of the cottage, I heard footsteps behind 

loeu I looked rounds and saw a young man 

dresssed in a white gown, hurrying alct^ the 

road. He soon made up with me, atnl having 

caught hold <^ my arm, stared wildly in my 

fiiec^ and uttered some unintelligible sounds. I 

was diocked at his appearanee, and pushed him 

ftwn me, when he ran <^ wi& a maniacal laugh. 

Ou raM^iing the cottage^ I tdd the old woman 

what a diasgreeable .interruption I had met widi 

in the oouise of my walk, and ptoceeded to de^* 

aoibe the being whom I had eneountered* She 

looked distmssed, ai^ cried, *^ I know lum wdl» 

for he is my son. He never has been gifted 

with aentt since he was bom***-but I don't love 

him tlm less for that" The young man entered 

die room soon after, and his motherbegan to csr 

mss Um, and ishoost seemed to i^oke in bis 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



818 

idiotism. l%e exhibition of mmteirml teiktenie^ 
and maniacal delight which ensued^ was sudi a 
fevolting spectacle, that I immediatdy left the 
apartment 

As theve appeared to be no chance of any 
deigh going towards the Talbot Settlement, I 
Ksolred to set out for it next morning on £o(A. 
This was rather an arduous undertaking. The 
load lay through seventeen miles of uninhabit* 
ed forest; it was bad and but little frequent- 
ed, which was the more unfortunate as I had 
to carry a portmanteau on my back However, 
after taking a good break&st, and receiving ^ 
rections about my route, I b^an my journey. 
Just as I struck into the woods a man accosted 
me, and requested permission to bear me com- 
pany, as he was going the same way. We found 
the snow very deep in the middle of the road, 
and not at all beat down, only two sleighs hav- 
ing passed since it had fkllen. The roughness ci 
the ground underneath rendered our walk in- 
expressibly tedious and fittiguing ; however, my 
oompwiion contrived to beguile the time, by 
tdling stories of the murders that had been ccnn- 
mitted by the Indians, during the last Amariean 
war, on the vary road where we th^i travelled. 
About sunset, we heard the axes ringing in Tat 
hot Settlement, and never was any sound more 
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d€lightM to my ears. However, I had stffl two 
miles more to walk before I reaebed the house 
where I mtended to sleep, and I accK>iiiplished 
these with the utmost difficulty. 

I thought my fatigues almost repaid by the 
pleasures of a good fire ; and it was well I did so^ 
for the house afi^H^ded scarcely any other com^ 
forts. Its inhabitants had reoently con^ to the 
settlement, and were of course very poor. They 
presented me with bread, pork, and tea without 
sugar, and made a bed for me on the floor* 
There was, however, no appearance of wretched-* 
ness or despondency in tl^ house, its owner and 
his wife being cheerful, and sanguine about what 
the future would produce. I have always ob* 
sffved, diat the new settlers in Upper Canada 
are perfectly happy and contented in the midrt 
of their severest hardships; and with reason, for a 
moment's observation must convince tiiem that 
posperity and abundance will, sooner or later, be 
the result of their labours and exertions. , 

Next morning, brfore commencing my jour- 
ney, 1 wished to reward tl^ hospitality of my 
entertainers, but they positively declined ac- 
cepting any thing. The part of the settlemait 
through which I now passed, having been re^ 
cently peopled, had as yet undergone little cul* 
tivation or improvemrat ; and the axe and hoe 
were the only i^cultucal utensils its inhabitants 
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When one sees the disorder that prevails upon 
a newly-deared fiurm, and estimates the quantity 
of labour which will be requisite to put thii^ 
in a proper itatd, he feels artanished that its oc- 
cupant is not disheartened at ike number of ob- 
jects whidi demand his industry and attentiQik 
However, it fortunately happens that all the in- 
habitants of a recent settlement have, in gene- 
ral, equal difficulties to contend with, and every 
one thus becomes satisfied wilh his lot, and it 
encouraged to exertion by pa*ceiving that he is 
getting on as fast as his neighbours. 

Having walked four miles, I stopped and 
breakfasted. While thus engaged, two collect- 
ors entered the house, and requested its owner 
to pay his taxes, ndiieh amounted to twdve or 
fourteen shillings. However, he tc^ them he 
was unable to comply with their demands at pre- 
sent, as he had not the sum specified in his pos- 
session, but wcmld endeavour to raise it imme- 
diately by diflposing of some gndn. I was 
rather i^tonished to discover sudi a scardty cf 
money in a settlem^it that was cootinnally re- 
ceiving an influx of emigrants, though I did not 
feel any surprise at a man m Upper Canada not 
being able to pay his assessment, triflii^ as it 
always is. In the Niagara district, which is the 
richest part of the Fiovmoe, I have known &xm- 
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enis who possessed large quantities of ptoduce 
and live stocky find it necessary to sell part c^ 
^eir property for half its real Talue, that they 
might be able to obtain enough of speeie to an** 
9wer the demands of the tax^gatberar. Thia 
scarcity of money induces many persons to give 
Mse returns^ and government is, consequently, 
defrauded to a considerable amount every year ; 
tiyt the asseissors are not very strict in the per- 
forniance of their duty. 

When I got up from the breakfast table^ I foui^ 
tibat I could scarcely stand. The severe strain- 
ing of the musdes, which the depth of the snow 
and roughness of the roads had occasioned, was 
liie cause of this delnlity* I requested my landlord 
to hire a hwse for me if possible, and after some 
delay he procured one, and I a^dn set out td« 
wards home. I had not proceeded far, when a 
mean4ooking fellow, shabbily mounted, came up 
with me, and made 9ome observation about the 
weather. I repHed carelessly, and rode on in 
oience ; but he still kept dose by my side^ and I 
at last spurred my horse into a trot, that I might 
get rid of him. He Hkewise qiuckened his pace, 
and then said, '^ Well ih)W, muter^ I vow that's 
just tbout as smart a thing to trot as ever I 
oame across. WiU you sell the critur ?" 
*• No> I camioU-4ie is not my owh." 
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^ 01i» as for that, it may be w it may iH>t be ; 
Ibut I like the critmr ooi^derably, and should be 
glad if you would kt me have him. K you'll 
make a trade, TU give you a good boot I would 
willingly give this excdlent English watch, which 
is as good as cash, and the thing I now ride, in 
exdiange for your oritur ; by which means both, 
of us would be satisfied." 

^ I have already told you that the animal does 
not belong to me.'* 

*• Well, now, I guess he don't; but when you first 
smd so, I concluded you was only running me, 
to see how high I would come up. Well, mis^. 
ter , I see as how we can't make a trade— ^God 
Almighty never intended that oritur for me — ^I 
suppose you've been up the Lake^was you at 
the Rondeau ?" 

^ No, I did not pass that way." 

'* Wdl, I've just been in that part; fi>r I had 
a notion of taking a lot there, and coming on it 
in the spring — ^but I'm off that plan now, &x I'll 
be damned if there's any land or conntay up there, 
at all." 

** How can that be?" 

^ Why, because it's all covered with water — 
I would rather swing the axe for a whole year 
in the back woods of Kentucky, than make my 
pitch any where in this here Guiada«-*but, mis- 
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ter, you don't seem to my much — ^we States 
people complain that you old country folks, 
when you fiill m with a gentleman on the road, 
don't behave as cley^ and free to him as you 
might." 

'^ And the old coimtry people complain that 
you Americans behave too free — good morn- 
ing." 

While stopping to feed my horse, I was fOTC- 
ed, by particular circumstances, to witness a 
distressing scene which took place at a farm- 
house. Its inmates consisted of a £simily who 
had recently emigrated from Scotland, and the 
mother wad dying in childbed. Supported by 
pillows, she reclined on a mattress in the middle 
of the floor, but had bepome nearly speedileiM. 
The eldest daughter knelt behind the ooudi, and 
tried to conceal her tears by pulling her hair 
over her eyes, but loud and frequent sobs ren- 
dered her anguish too apparent. The husband 
walked hurriedly about the room in silent grief, 
and his countenance shewed that his schtow was 
darkened by the disconsolate feeling of being 
in a foreign. country. I am confident he felt, at 
the moment, that he could have home his afflic- 
tion better had it assailed him while he was in 
Us native land; all the assodations connected with 
which were undoubtedly recalled by tiie pre- 
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0eiioe of fl 8cm who bad oi^ amred tbepieeediBg 
day. This young man had been left m Soothnd 
by his parents, who were unwilling that he 
should venture to Canada, until they had asoer* 
tained what prospects the country offered to 
persons of his description. But whenerer they 
got settled on their land, they wrote him, re- 
questing that he would come out to them imme* 
diately* In consequence of tjiis, he set sail for 
America, and just readied his Other's house in 
time to witness the death of his mother* He 
looked at her with an expressicm of wild asto* 
nishment, and seemed too mudi shod^ed and be« 
wildered to understand the nature of his situa^ 
tion« It was a ^oomy wintar day, but the fire 
had been allowed to go nearly ont^*-the ftxmi* 
ture of the room lay in confusion over the floor 
---several half-dressed children scrambled upon 
the hearth-*-and every thing was characteristic 
of a house of moomii^ and a chamb^ dT death. 
The afflicted group brought to ray reeoltecticii 
tiie death->bed scene I hud witnessed oa the 
diore of Lake Erie ; and I could not help goo^ 
trasting the meduiess, resignation,, and unob* 
trusive sorrow now dii^yed hy the Scottish 
peasants^ with the heartless and noisy giitf 
which the C4inadians bad exhiMted on a similar 
occasion. 
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AQ;er a little time I left the fium-house and 
pursued my journey. The road was so bad and 
hilly, that I did not travel much faster than I 
could have done had I been on foot, and in pos- 
session of my natural pedestrian powers. How- 
ever, I reached Port Talbot that evening, and 
next day arrived at my place of residence. 

I have now, my dear friend, conducted you 
from one extremity of the Province to the other, 
and detailed almost every thing important or in- 
teresting that fell under my observation. The 
traveller cannot expect to meet with much vari- 
ety in a country that is but recently peopled. 
The impenetrable forest, the hovels of a rising 
settlement, the dreary swamp, and the wander- 
ing Indian, alone diversify a large part of Upper 
Canada, and produce few entertaining adven- 
tures, or few i^npressions worthy of record. He 
who takes a general survey of Upper Canada 
will, indeed, find abundant room for interest- 
ing speculation, whether he considers the physi- 
cal improvements of which the country is emi- 
nently susceptible, or anticipates the grandeur 
and importance it must eventually attain ; but 
it would be vain and useless to indulge in views 
of this kind, until the prosperity of the Province 
is established upon more sure foundations than it 
is at present, and an increase of wealth and po- 

p 
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pulation secuf^ to it the meras oi carrying into 
eStd those plans and arrangemaits that would 
elicit its capabilities, rendei- it flourishing, and 
wake it, in some degree, benefidal to die parent 
{Mate* 
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LETTER XIV. 

Climate of Upper Canada— Winter — Sleigh-riding — Degree of 
cold — Spring— Summer — Autumn— Indian summer — Im- 
provement of climate from cultivation — Wild fruita— Soil 
and productions — Price of lands — Expense of clearing jthem 
•—.Rate of labour— P|ice$ pf grain and cattle— Ta^i^es-i-Scarcity 
of money^Manner of paying labourers — Different classes of 
emigrants— Peasants and mechanics — Advantages Upper Ca- 
nada affords them — ^What descriptions of them succeed best — 
Directions about embarkation— £xpense of the voyage to 
Quebec— Plan to be pursued on arriving there— Manner of 
travelling up the country— St^ to be taken at York — 
Terms upon which government grants lands — Fees upon 
grants — ^Where the emigrant should choose his lands — Things 
to be attended to in selecting a lot — Plan to be folIo\f ed by 
poor emigrants — Different modes of settling — Their compara- 
tive advantages— Importance of arriving early in the season 
—Manner of building a bouse^ and expense— Stock necessary 
for a new settler— Provisions, and expense of them — Art of 
chopping soon acquired — Different modes of clearing land — 
Expense paid by the first crop — Profits of the second — Bam 
to be erected—Oarden to be made — Manner in which settlers 
assist each otbn^— Their mutual advantages— Different ways 
of disposing ci surplus produce-N-Occupations during winter 
— Hauling firewood— Shooting — Mode of life — Articles of 
diet — Substantial comforts — Advantage of emigrating to Up- 
per Canada— Proofe of this— Fineness of the country— Second 
class of emigrants— Inducements that the Province offers 
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them— Oljectioiia and inocmveiiieiioeft— femignuits poaaefliiiig' 
capital — Different ways of emjdoyiDg it — Profits of specula-* 
tioDS in land. 

I HATE now concluded the narrative of my wan- 
derings ; but a few subjects connected with the 
Province still remsdn to be considered ; and these 
will prove both important and interesting to 
persons who have any intention of emigrating 
to Upper Canada. 

The nature of the climate is a consideration of 
the greatest consequence to all those who propose 
to remove to a foreign country, and deservedly 
so; for a malignant atmosphere exerts an influ- 
ence over the mind and body which it is impossi- 
ble to evade. But he who takes up his residence 
in Upper Canada runs no risk of sufiering in 
this way. The climate, in the westerly parts of 
the Province particularly, is alike healthful and 
agreeable. In winter, the thermometer occa- 
sionally stands several d^rees below zero ; but 
this intense cold seldom continues more than 
three or four days at a time» and is by no means 
unpleasant. The temperature, during January 
and February, may, in the generality of seasons, 
average 15^ Fahrenheit. The snow usually lies 
six or seven weeks, but the time, of course, varies 
according to the quantity that falls. While it 
remains upon the ground, the carriage called a 
sleigh or carioie (which is too generally known 
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to requirie description)^ is exclusively used^ and 
forms a delightful mode of conveyance, one pair 
of horses being able to draw several persons "sixty 
or seventy miles in the course of a day, without 
mudh fatigue. Often, for some weeks in winter, 
the sky continues bright and cloudless, and 
though the air is intensely keen, yet its bracing 
and exhilarating effects enable one to bear the 
cold without any inconvenience. At these times 
Hie public roads are crowded with sleighs ; and 
file farmer conveying his produce to market, the 
wood-cutter hauling wood, the quack doctor, the 
merchant driving for pleasure, and the jogging 
traveller, all meet the eye in varying succession. 
When the winter is moderate and steady, 
with plenty of snow, it is the most agreeable 
season in the year; however, it is sometimes 
subject to vidssitudes which render it the most 
unpleasant. I have seen storms of thunder and 
lightning in the month of February, the thermo- 
meter having stood at zero only a few days be- 
fore ; and have also known hail, rain, and snow 
occur successively in the course of half an hour. 
The changes of temperature are sometimes in- 
conceivably sudden and extraordinary ; but they 
affect the Canadians very slightly ; for they are 
always prepared for them, and their constitutions 
are not so barometrical as those of EngUsh peo- 
pte. The wintCT season is extremely healthy, 
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sickness of any description behsgalmost unknowa 
either among the natives or fooreigncsrs* 

Spring comimenees in M^cb ; )>ut the etriy 
part of this seascm i^ seldoxn i^e^aUe^ being 
dampa, tanpestupus^ and rainy^ and ooQasi<?iiaUy 
very coldi The roads likewise become sto ba4 
that it is hardly possible to go out of do(»9«^^ 
Towards the end of Apil the ^romKl becomes 
dry^ v^etatipn commcnoes^ ftnd tfoe fi^$ af- 
ford a little pasture to the cattle^ In May the 
earth h covered with verdtire i and if the w€$>t^ 
is g^inl.and wann» the buds q{ the trees expand 
with ai^onishing rapidity^ while the fbrests exhi- 
bit an innumerable, variety of hues^ all r^feplaEi- 
dently blight and, exquisitely pure. 

In June, the oit^hards are in ftdl bk>w^ atad a 
transparent itno^here tod doudless iky pre- 
vail from the ri^i^ to the settitig of the sUh. 
During July and August, howeVer, the heat be^ 
oomes so intensei that it is unpleasant to kaV^ 
the house, or take the least exercise; atid musi- 
quetoes abound wherever there are woods^ whicfe 
prove a torment to those who are exposed to 
their attadcs. The heat in the course of 1^ 
summer has several times be^oi found to exceed 
100*^ Fahrenheit in the shade, but it usudlly 
averages from 82^ to 90^ 

The autumns of Upper Canada very much re* 
semUe those of Britain. October is usually;, a 
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delightful dry mmth, with mild days ihd dear 
frosty nights* The €?arly part of Noyember is 
generally characterised by a peculiar state of Hie 
weather, whieh the Cwadians term Indian ium^ 
tner. The atmosphere has a hasinesa and smok* 
Iness wbiqfa makes distant objects appear indis? 
titict and undefined^ and a halo often encirdes 
jtbe sun. At the same time» a genial Warmth 
prevails^ and there is seldom any wind The Ini> 
dian summer is so dehghtfid, thsU^ one would aA« 
most suppose the oountty where it takes {dace 
to be transported for a season to some.cdestM 
clkn€l^ where th0 elements ever existed iri har- 
moay and acted in unison. It is extremely di& 
ficutt to explain the cause of tiie reguhc occur* 
rence of this kind of weather ; for scarcely a 
year passes, in the autumn of which there are not 
some days .of Indian summer. It derives its 
name from the vulgar imd prevailing iu>tioQ, 
that the haziness of the weather is produced by 
the smoke which arises from the burning of the 
long grass, that covers the imm^is6 prairies bor^ 
deidng on the Missouri and Mississippi It is 
tru€|, that these prairie^ are annually set on fire 
by the Indians ; but that the conflagration affects 
the cUmate and atmosphere g( Canada is an idea 
too absurd to require refutation. 

The climate of Upper Canada has not yet ^ 
attained that salubrity and purity Which will 
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eventiHt% diaractefize it Thkk forests cov» 
nine-tenths of the inhabited parts of the Pro- 
vince, and these, by preventing the evaporation 
of water from the surface of the earth, produce 
marshes, swamps, and cc^ections of water which, 
in their turn, generate mists, chilly winds, and 
agues. When the woods are cleared away, the 
air, although perhaps colder, will be even moce 
dry than it is at present. The lakes will then 
attract the clouds towards their sur&ce, and 
Upper Canada will seldom be exposed to heavy 
&lls of raui, or violent storms of snow. 

I have already mentioned, that the s(»l and 
climate of the Province are very favourable to 
the growth of fruit. The cultivation of <»- 
chards, however, has hitharto been almost en- 
tirely neglected The kinds of fruit most com* 
mon i^n the country are not well chosen, and 
they appear to degenerate from want of care and 
attention. Wild grapes grow abundantly in the 
f(»ests, and would, I believe, by poper culture, 
become equal in size and flavour to the garden 
grape, and also fit for making wine. Hickory 
nuts, walnuts, butter-nuts, plums, wild straw- 
berries, cranberries, &c. are found in profusion al- 
most every where, and might all, of cour^, be 
improved in value and quality by suitable culti- 
vation. 

The soil of Upper Canada is in general excel- 
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lent^ and likewise of easy cultivaticm. Wheat is 
the grain that is raised in greatest quantity. A 
bushel and a half of seed are generally allowed 
for an acre, and the return averages from twenty- 
five to thirty-five bushels. Buck-wheat is also 
cultivated to a considerable extent, and an acre 
jrields about fifteen bushels. Rye succeeds weU, 
the crop being generally twenty bushels an acre. 
Oats are very indiflferent, and much inferior to 
those raised in Europe, being small and light in 
the grain, and comparatively not mitritious. An 
acre yields on an average from thirty to forty 
bushels. Barley is but little known in Upper 
Canada; however, it would appear that the 
seasons are rather too warm and dry to be favour- 
able to its growth. Indian com is much culti- 
vated in the western parts of the Province, and 
yields largely, if it is not injured or destroyed by 
late firosts. Potatoes succeed well in most soils, 
but are much inferior in quality to those pro- 
duced in Britain. Turnips also form a profit- 
able crop, and are used to feed live stock during 
winter; but the vegetable best adapted for this 
purpose is the squash or gourd, which affords 
an abundant crop, is mudi Uked by the cattle, 
and never communicates any unpleasant flavour 
to the milk of the cows, as turnips invariably do. 
But while examining this general estimate of 
the returns made by different crops, it must be 
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recollected^ that io Uf^ier Canada the land it 
acarcdy ever made to produce nearly as much a$ 
it would do^ were it under judicioua cultiTation^ 
The Canadian farmers have no ^stem in their 
agricultural operations^ ot in the manag^nent of 
their lands, and they prepare the soil for the re- 
c^ticui of the seed very imperfectly. These dr« 
cumstances are generally the result of igmxanc^ 
hut often arise from a wmt of capital^ and a di& 
ficulty of procuring labourers to assist th^oEi in 
ihe business of the faroL Were an ^ilightene^ 
English farmer to subject a portion of the beat 
lands in Uppar Canada to the British system of 
agriculture^ making of course those deviaticms 
which the climate^ soil^ and other circumstances 
might render necessary, he would raise crops iHr 
finitely superior, alike in quantity and quali^, 
to those that are genarally yielded at f»retent 
throughout the Province. 

In Uppea: Canada, waste land varies in vakie 
accwding to its utuation. Near vilk^^ and 
populous parts of the country, its jj^oe is &bm 
^4 to £8 an aare ; however, when it lies reaciot^ 
frcHn any settlement, and has no particular local 
advantages, it may sometimes be purchased in 
tracts at the rate of two or three shillings an 
acre. Cultivated land sells much hig^w, parti- 
cularly when bought in small quantities, its 
price being then sometimes £30 or £30 per aor^. 
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A fkrm cantaiiiiiig twd hundred aaresi thirty* <tf 
"vrhich are uilder cultivation^ and a k>g-hoi;fise and 
bam» may be purchased for JCSflO in the TaUbot 
Settlement, where the majority of British emi- 
grants now take up their residenoe« A farm df 
aimilar extent, situated any where upon .the fron- 
tier, between Niagara yiUage and Fort Erie, 
eould not he bought {Or leas than eight of nine 
hundred pounds. In the back settlements, fiums 
are always for ^le at prices much lower thab any 
I haTe mentioned; but the disadvantages inci- 
dental to thdr situation render them not very de- 
sirable for any person. In many of the viflages 
of Upper Canada^ lots containing half an acre 
sell for £50 or £60, and the lands in their imme- 
diate vicinity often bear a proportionably high 
value. 

Waste land may be ecmipletely cleared and 
faiced at the rate of £4 per acre ; however, if 
the^quantity is large, and the work contracted 
for^ the cost will not be so great Farm-labouram, 
if hired by the day, receive from thr&e shillings 
to Ibur and sixpence, exclusive of board. A 
man's wages are &B per month, besides bom*d; 
but if he is hired by the yetur, he reoeives less in 
proportion. Women servants can hardly be pro^ 
cured, and they generally receive eighteen shil- 
lings or a guinte a month. A moderately good 
horse costs £90 oi £dd; a yoke o£ oxen the 
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same sum; a good cow from £5 to £7; a sheep 
4s. 6d. ; a large sow £2; and otho* domestic 
animals in proportion. Wheat averages As. 6d. 
a bushel ; rye 4s. ; oats Is. lOd. ; buck*wheat 3s. ; 
Indian com 3s. ; potatoes 2s. ; apples 2s. 6d. ; 
hay, per. ton, £2. When farms are rented,. it is 
generally upon shares. The tenant is furnished 
with horses, oxen, and agricultural utensils by the 
owner, who receives one-third or one-half of the 
whole produce, as may have been agreed upon. 
This system is tderably equitable, it being for 
the interest of both parties that as much land as 
possible should be laid down in crop. 

In Upper Canada, the taxes are so trifling that 
they scarcely deserve notice. All rateable pro- 
perty, such as live-stock, houses, &c. is subject to 
a tax of one penny upon the pound, ad valorem. 
Cultivated land pays one penny an acre, and 
waste land one farthing. Every male is obliged 
to work three days annually upon the public 
roads, or employ a substitute, or pay the sum of 
thirteen shillings and sixpence to the path-master, 
being the wages of a labouring man for three 
days. Heads (rf families, and persons who keep 
teams, are liable to a greater proportion of statute 
labour. However, notwithstanding these regu- 
lations, the roads throughout the Province in 
general are in very bad repair, the path-masters 
not being sufficiently strict in exacting the ap- 
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vidual. 

From what I have stated, it will be seen that 
the necessaries of life can be obtained at a small 
expense in Upper Canada; but that labour iB 
very high, and quite out of proportion to most 
otli^r things^ This drcumstance arises from the 
scarcity of labourers, and from their wages being 
in a great measure nominal. Money is so diffi- 
cult to procure, that almost all the farmers are. 
Obliged to pay those they hire with grain of some 
kind, which being unsaleable, those who receive 
it are obliged to barter it away with loss for any 
thing else they may require. He who has a 
little money at command in Upper Canada will 
possess many advantages. He will get his work 
done at a cheaper rate than other people who 
have none ; and, in making purchases, will often 
obtain a large discount from the seller. A third 
cause of the high wages of labourers is the exor- 
bitant rate at which all merchandize of British 
manufacture is sold in Upper Canada, the retail 
prices of such being, on an av^age, one hundred 
and fifty per cent, higher than thiey are ip Britain. 
The different articles of wearing apparel cost 
n&Boiy twice as much as they do on the other 
side of the Athmtic, and are of very inferior 
quality. 

The pers(His who may be inclined to emigrate 
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to Upper Canada are of thfee dkSatmt deserip^ 
tions, viz. the poor peasant or day-labour» ; the 
man of small income and in<»^eMing famity ; the 
man possesang some capital, and Trish^ to ecn- 
ploy it to advantage. 

VerBons g£ the first elass never would xsqpe^t if 
they em^rated to Uppelr Canada, fin^ they could 
hardly fail to improve their dreumstmces asid 
oonditHHi. I have already motioned tlie in^ 
diicements when describing the Talbot Settle- 
ment, and I repeat, that the poc»€St individua}, 
if he acts prudently and is industrious, and ha^ 
a oommcm share of good fortune, will be aUe to 
acquire an independence in the space of four or 
five years. He will then have plenty to eat and 
drink, a warm house to reside in, andJio taxes to 
pay ; and this state of things surely forms a de- 
UghtfUl contrast with those hard^ips and priva^ 
tions which are at present the lot of the labour* 
ing population of Great Britain. 

It is evident that some descriptions of emi- 
grants win succeed better m Uppar Canada tiyui 
others. Those who have been accustomed to a 
counhy life, and to country labour, are^ of course, 
more fitted to cultivate land, and endure tlie 
hardships at first attendwt upon a residenqe in 
the woods, than artisans or manufacturers, whoee 
constitutions and habits of life are somewhat mir 
favourable to the successful pursuit of agri<;ultin*e. 
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Bttt eveiy indiTiduid "who, to youUi and heallii, 
joins perseverance and industry^ will eventiiaUy 
prosper. Mechanics cannot fail to do well in 
Upper Canada ; for, whai not employed in clear- 
ing landi^ they will find it easy to gain a little 
mmiey by working at their profes^ns; uid 
they likewise have the advantage of being able 
to improve their dwelling-honses and repair their 
fiurming utaisils^ at no expense. Weavers^ be- 
mg ignorant c£ country afiairs, and unaceustom* 
ed to bodily exertion, make but indifiSsrent settlers 
at first, and theirtrade is 6£ no use to them whati 
ever in the woods. Married persons are always 
more comfinrtabl^, and succeed sooner, in Cana* 
da^ than single men ; for a wife and family, so 
fiur fimn being a burden there, always prove 
sources of wealtli. The wife of a new settler 
liaa many domestic duties to perform ; and chil- 
dren, if at all grown up, are useful in various 
ways. 

]Bmigrants ought to embark in vessels bound 
ftr Quebec or Montreal. If they sail for New 
York, th^ will have to pay a duty of 80 per 
cent upon thdr luggage when they arrive at that 
port ; and, as there is very littie water-carriage 
betwe^i it and Canada, the route will prove a 
most expensive one, particularly to people who 
carry many articles sJong with them. Those 
who have money to spar^, should lay in a quan- 
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tity of wearing apparel before leaving this eoon- 
tty, as all articles <^ the kind cost very high in 
Uppar Canada. A stock of broad-cbtii, cotton, 
shoes, bedding, &c. can be carried out at a trifling 
expense, and will prove advantageous to the 
settler. But no one should take household furni- 
ture with him ; and if he cannot sell what he has 
in this country, he ought to leave it behind him. 
The conveyance of tables, chairs, &c. into the 
back- woods costs £eu: more Hmn their value; be^ 
sides eveiy thing that is necessary fw the interior 
of a log-hut can be procured in the settlements. 
Good furniture is not at all fit for the rude abodes 
that must at first be occupied by those who have 
newly emigrated. 

A passage to Quebec or Montreal can now be 
procured for about £.7» provisions included. 
Half-price is usually paid for children. Nothing 
is charged for luggage, unless the quantity is very 
great. Those emigrants who have but a small 
sum of money should convert it into guineas or 
dollars, British bank-notes and silver not being 
current in Canada. If the amount is larg^ it 
should be lodged in the hands of a friend in this 
country, and such arrangements made as wiU en- 
able its owner to obtain the sum he wants, by. 
drawing a bill upon his correspondent at home. 

There are offices, both at Quebec and M<»it- 
real, where personi^ by paying a small fee^ may 
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expense of a grants and the means of proceeding 
to the Upper Prorince. Emigrants should go 
ixy these whenever they get on shore, and make 
audi inquiries as they may think necessary, and 
then immediately ^t out for York. It is highly 
injudicious to waste any time in Quebec or M<Hit- 
r^ as living is very expensive in both cities, 
and as nothing but general inf(»rmation can be 
obtained in them, the people knowing as little 
about the exact nature of the different ]ot$ of 
land that are open to settlers, as we do in this 
country. Every man should see not only the 
settlement, but the farm which he proposes to 
select as his place of residence, before he comes to 
any decision; and, therefore, his object is to 
hasten up the country as fast as possiUe, York 
being the centre of all transacticms connected 
with land business. Several steam-boats ply 
every day between Quebec and Montreal, and 
steerage passengers are charged 15s. On reach- 
» ing Montreal, the emigrant should secure a place 
for himself and his luggage in the batteatia^, 
which are open boats, that are rowed up the St 
Lawrence, and usually arrive at Kingston in six 
or seven days. Those who go by them must 
carry provisions for their own use. The whole 
expense will be about £l, 8s. for each person. 

Q 
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A steam-boat leares Kingston once a week finr 
York, and the steerage &re is 15s. 

When the emigrant reaches York, he dK>u]d 
go to the Land Office there^ where he will be in- 
fotmed concerning the steps that must be taken, 
before he can be entitled to a grant It is unne« 
oessary to detail these farther than by stating 
that the chief object of them is, to make the ap« 
plicant prove himself a British subject 

Government gives fifty acres of land to any 
British subject free of cost; but, if he wishes to 
have a larger quantity, he must pay fees toa cer- 
tain amount In Canada, fifty acres are con- 
sidered as a very small farm, and, therefore the 
emigrant should procure at least twice as mud^ 
if he can afford to do so ; however, he will not 
easily obtain more than one hundred acres, un- 
less he proves himself possessed of the means of 
soon bringing a larger quantity under cultivation. 
All lands are bestowed under certain regulations 
and restrictions. The settier must dear fii^ 
acres upon each himdred granted to him, open a « 
road in front of his lot, and build a log-house of 
certain dimensions. These settling-duties, if 
performed within eighteen months after the lo« 
cation-ticket has been issued, entitie him to a 
deed from government, which makes the lot his 
fcH: ever; and are so far from being severe or un- 
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reasomibl^ ibat he will find it neoessary to per** 
form them in less than the time specified, if he 
propose to obtain a subsistence fix>m the cultiva- 
tion of his farm. The following is a list of the 
fees on grants of land exceeding fifty acres :-^ 



100 acres 


. 


£5 14 1 


200 


. 


16 17 6 


300 


- 


24 11 7 


400 


M 


82 5 8 


500 


• 


89 19 9 


600 


m 


47 18 10 


700 


- 


SS 17 11 


800 


. 


63 2 


900 


- 


70 16 


1000 


- 


78 10 2 


1100 


- 


86 4 8 


1200 


. 


93 18 4 



The emigrant must now visit the settlement, 
or place, where he feels most inclined to take up 
his residence. Diflerent persons will, of course, 
recommend different spots. But that tract of 
land which extends firom the mouth of the 
Niagara river to the head of Lake Erie, com- 
iHnes a greater number of advantages than any 
other portion of the Province; and the emigrant 
will do well to choose his lot in some part of it 
He may perhaps be told, that it lies too far fix>m 
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a market ; but this it quite a temporary defect^ 
and is fuD J oounterbalanoed by the ridmess of 
aoil, oomparatiye lightness of timber, fine wata- 
communications, and superiority of dimate, which 
characterize its whole extent. Anotfter, Lo^ 
Point, Talbot Road, &c. are situated in this fer- 
tile region, which contains many other settle- 
ments equally beautiful and inviting. 

Should the emigrant have a wife and family, 
he ought, if possible, to leave them at York ; as 
it would be unnecessary, expensive, and incon- 
venient, for them to accompany him in his search, 
and as he must return to that place aft^ he has 
chosen his location, that he may get it confirmed 
by government. 

The people in new settlements are very will- 
ing to show the vacant land near them to stran- 
gers, firom the desire they have of acquiring neigh- 
bours; and, therefore, the emigrant must ask 
some person to walk over the different lots with 
him, and point out their boundaries. The diief 
ol^ects to be ocmsidered in making a selection 
are, the goodness of the land, its dryness, the ex- 
istence of a spring of water upon it, its vicinity 
to a roa^t a navigable river, a mill, a running 
stream, a market, and an extensive and in- 
creasing neighbourhood. It is veiy seldom 
that a lot possessing all these advantages can 
be obtained, and the emigrant ought theref<»e 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



S45 

to fix upon fhe one that combines th6 most 
important of them. At all evaits, be must not 
dioose barren or swampy land, whatever fitTour* 
aUe circumstances may characterize its situation. 
Good roads, markets, a large ndghbourhood* aod 
mills, will make their i^pearance almost any 
where in the course of time; but a piece of poor 
wet ground will nevex produce Plough to render 
tiiem of any value to its possessor. 

Whenever the emigrant has obtained from go* 
vemment a location-ticket, which is a sort of oer« 
tificate that empowers him to take possesion of 
the portion of land he has selected, he ought to 
commence operations immediately. But it some* 
times happens, timt emigrants ate too pow to 
purchase the provisions, stock, and farming uteiw 
sils that n^w settlers require, when commenc* 
ing their labours. Persons so dtuated most 
hire themselves out, until they gain enou^ to 
make a beginning. They will be paid for their 
« woric in money, grain, cattle, or provisions; ail 
which articles wUl prove equally useful and rt^ 
lualde to them. They wiU, at the same time, be 
acquiring a knowledge of the mannars and cus- 
toms of the country, tl^ nature of the seasons, 
the noode of farming, and various other desirable 
particulars. The female part of the fitmily may 
engage themselves a$ household servants, whose 
wages are always paid in money, and thus add a 
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good deal to the general stock. Many, who aie 
now independent settlers, came to the Province 
in absolute poverty ; but, by pursuing the plan 
above described, were soon enabled to commence 
working upon their own lands, and to raise them- 
selves beyond the reach of want. 

Some people choose to clear a few acres, and 
crop them, before they build a house, or go to 
reside upon their lots. Others erect a habitation 
first of all, and move into it at once with their 
families. The first plan is most congenial to the 
feelings of British emigrants ; for the partial cul- 
tivation that has been effected, diminishes tiie 
wildness of the surrounding forests, and things 
are usually more comfortable and orderly within 
doors, than they can be when the settler takes up 
his residence on his land before any trees have been 
cut down. But the expense of supporting a family, 
while clearing operations are going forward, is 
great, unless the idle members engage themselves 
as servants ; ^nd the work, particularly if hired 
persons are employed, does not proceed so fast as 
it would do, were the principal residing upon his 
lot, and superintending the business himself. 
Therefore, all setders who have little money 
ought to set themselves down in the woods at 
once, and boldly commence chopping. This plan 
may subject them to a few hardships, but it will 
assuredly be for their advantage in the end. 
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'^ Much of the immediate success of a settler de- 
pends upon the time of his arrival in the coun- 
tiy« Should he not reach Quebec till the 
autumn, winter will be almost commencing be- 
fore he arrives at York, and the badness of the 
roads, and inclemency of the weather, will then 
make it difficult for him to travel to the new 
jsettlements, and survey the lands that are open 
for location. Even were he able to fix upon a 
lot, and build a house before vnnter set in, he 
could not dear any land till spring, on account 
of the deepness of the snow and severe cold; 
while he would all the time be at the expense of 
supporting himself and his family in idleness. — 
But if the emigrant rej^ches York in the month of 
July, he will find sufiicient time to choose a 
good lot, erect a habitation, clear several acres of 
ground, and sow it with wheat or Indian corn, 
previous to the commencement of winter ; thus 
getting the start, by a whole year, of him who 
arrives late in the autumn, and who would only 
be preparing his land for seed, when the other 
was reaping his first crop. 

I shall now suppose that the emigrant has 
made all necessary arrangements for the occupa- 
tion of his land. His first object then is to get 
a house built If his lot lies in a settlement, his 
neighbours will assist him in doing this without 
being ptdd ; but if far back in the woods, he must 
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hire peq^e to work fbr faiiii« The usinl dimai- 
AoM of a hoaae are dgbteen feet by Astenu 
The iroof is covered with bark or sfamgles, and 
the floor with rough hewn ^anks, the iatar* 
stices between the logs that'ootnpose the wails be- 
ing filled up with pieces of wood and day^. StxmeB 
sate used for the back ofUbe fire-plaoe» and a boi- 
kiw cone cf coarse basket^wotk does the office at 
a chimney. The whole cost of a habitatk>n of 
this kind will not exceed lAQ, supposli^ ihe 
labourers had been paid fbr erecting it; batasaL 
most every person can have mudi of the work 
done gratUf the expense will not perhaps a^ 
mount to more than £5 or £6. 

Whenever the house is coin{deted» the emi-^ 
grant ought to bring his fitmily, cattle, provi<^ 
sions, and farming utensils, upon the lot He 
should, if posdble, have a couple of oxen, a oow» 
two {dgs, a harrow, and «i axe. The cost of 
the whole will be about L.S8. But many set- 
tlers commence their labours without any cattle 
or implements at ^ contriving to borrow wl»l 
they want from their neighbours, and retunni^ 
the obligation in work. If the emigrant'is loca- 
tion lies in a settlement, he will find it advan* 
tageous to purdmse his p-ovisions diere, particu^ 
hu'ly if there is much land-carriage between it and 
the nearest market. Flour and pork are the only 
artides of subsistence which can be conve^imdy 
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transported into the woods. The pnoe of a 
barrd of flour, containing 186 lbs., is £l, 10; 
and of a barrel of pork, holding 200 lbs., about 
£S. It is easy to calculate how long a barrel of 
each artide will support any given number of per-> 
sons. A cow always proves a valuable animal 
to a new settler, her milk b^ng convertible into 
many agreeable varieties of diet He will find 
pigs a very |HrofitaMe kind of stock, as they pick 
up abundant subsidence in the woods, require 
little attentim), and multiply very fast 

The emigrant will use the axe rather awkward- 
ly» and suffer a good deal of fatigue, when he 
first commences chopping. However, a few 
months' practice will render him tolerably expert 
It is quite a mistake to suppose that a man never 
proves a good or successful settler, unless he has 
been aceostomeid from his in&ncy to cut down 
trees. The Americans and Canadians doubtless 
excel all other people in the use of the axe ; but 
they do not work so steadily as Englii^men and 
Sootehm^, and^ seldom have much advantage 
over th^n in tiie end. This is daily exempli- 
fied in the new settiements of Upper Canada. 

The dearing of land overgrown with timber is 
an operation so tedious and laborious, that differ- 
ent plans have been devised for abridging it, and 
fisr obtaining a crop fix>m the ground before it is 
completed. The easiest and most economkal 
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tystan is that named Gird&ng. The land is 
first cleared of brushwood and small timber, 
and then a ring of bark is cut from the lower 
part of every tree; and, if this is done in the 
autumn, the trees will be dead and destitute of 
foliage the ensuing sptiog ; at whidi time the 
land is sown, without receiving any culture 
whatever except a little haitowing. This plan 
evidently possesses no advantage except that of 
enabling the settler to supply hb immediate 
Wants, at the expense of comparatively little time 
and labour. The crops obtained in this way are 
of course scapty, and of inferior quality. The 
dead trees must be cut down and removed at 
last ; and being liable to fall during high winds,^ 
the lives of both labourers and cattie are en- 
dangered. 

After the trees have been felled, the most suit- 
able kinds are split into rails for fences, and the 
remainder, being cut into logs twelve feet long, 
are hauled together into large piles, and burnt 
The land cleared in this manner is sown with 
wheat, and harrowed two or three times, and in 
general an abundant crop rewards the toils of the 
owner. 

After the felling, dividing, and burning of the 
timber have been accomplished^ the stomps still 
remain, disfiguring the fields, and \mpedmg the 
effectual operation of the plough and harrow. 
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The immediate lemoval of the roots of the trees 
is impracticable, and they are therefore always 
allowed to fall into decay, to which state they are 
generally reduced in the space of eight or nine 
years. Pine stumps, however, seem scarcely sus- 
ceptible of decomposition, as they frequently show 
no symptoms of it after half a century has elapsed. 

Notwithstanding the quantity of labour ne- 
cessary in clearing a piece of land, the first crop 
seldom fails to afford a return, more than stifii- 
dent to repay all that has been expended. The 
clearing, fendng, sowing, harrowing, and har- 
vesting an acre of waste land will cost about 
£5, 5s. The produce is usually about twenty- 
five bushels of wheat, which on an average are 
worth £6. After the land has been in crop, its 
cultivation becomes much less expensive. The 
cost of putting in a second crop (ploughing be- 
ing then necessary), will not exceed £2 per acre, 
while the produce will amount to perhaps thirty, 
five or forty bushels ; thus affording a dear profit 
of from £4, 15s. to £6, 10s. after £l, 10s. has 
been deducted for harvesting and threshing. 

In Upper Canada grain is always put under 
cover instead of being made into stacks ; and 
therefore the farmer must build a barn, which 
^t first is usually ^formed of logs, in the same 
way as a dwelling-house ; however, it does not 
cost nearly so much, no inside work being 
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neceissary. But wh^i he becomes wealthier, and 
is rxxixe at leisure, he may erect a frame-bam, so 
called because it is ccmstructed of joiner^s work, 
and covered with boards. Such buildings are 
ccHnmonly made fifty feet Icmg and fc^ty wide^ 
and cost about £60. The £umer ought to pay 
little attention to his dwdling-house, until he has 
[Mxmded a safe depository for his grras, and a 
warm shed to shelter his cattle. In Upper Ca- 
nada, a nciiserable hovel is often seen in the midst 
df fruitful fields and fine ordiards, forming a sin- 
gular contrast with tlie handsome bam, whidi its 
owner has wisely spent his first gains in erect- 
ing. 

When the emigrant has found himself com* 
fortably established upcm his lot, and surmount- 
ed his first difficulties, he ought to make a small 
kitchen-garden. This is a convenience whidi 
few Canadian farmers care to possess. They in 
general suppose that it requires a great deal of 
lime and attention, but most erroneously ; fc»r the 
soil is so productive, that all useful vegetables 
grow without much culture. Every settler 
idiould likewise endeavour to raise a good stock 
of poultry. The first cost of them wiU be small^ 
and the refuse from his bam will be sufficieiit 
to support any number he may require. They 
must be put into a house every night, otherwise 
the foxes will very soon carry them all away. 
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The emigrant will sometimes require assist- 
ance in the business d the farm, particularly if 
he has no family* Those whom he hires to 
work for him will generally be c<mtented to re- 
ceive two-thirds» or perhaps the whole, of thdr 
wages in grain. This makes payment very 
easy to the £irmer, as the nominal value of his 
produce is usually equal to double the sum it 
has cost him to raise it ; but if he has neigh* 
hours, he will often be able to get his work done 
iwrithout any direct outlay, it being customary 
for the inhabitants of a new settlement mutually 
to help each other, by accepting labour in return 
for labour. There is thus no outlay on either sid^ 
every one affording another a degree of assistance 
equal to what he has received from him. A 
man, perhaps, borrows a waggon for a day from 
his neighbour, and repays him by lending his 
oxen for an equal length of time. A new settle* 
ment is sometimes twenty or thirty miles dis^ 
tant from a mill, and the roads are generally 
so bad, that the person who carries grain to 
it waits till it is ground, although he should 
be detained several days. When this is the 
ci^e, each individual, by turns, conveys to the 
mill the gndn of three or four of his neighbours, 
and thus the great waste of labour, which would 
be occasioned were every one to take his own 
produce there separately^ is avoided. From 
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these sim{de facts the advantage of living in a 
settlement must be very evident 

Wheal the farmer is able to raise a larger 
quantity of produce than is required for the 
suppc»:t of his family, there are several ways in 
which he may dispose of the surplus. In many 
new settlements the influx of emigrants is so 
great, as to produce a demand for grain mcK 
than equal to the supply. In Talbot Road, the 
average pice of wheat has of late years been 
4s. 6d. per bushel, while in most other parts of the 
country it was selling for 3s. and 3s. 6d. ; shew- 
ing evidently, that the farmer will sometimes 
find the best market at his own door. But should 
there be no demand of this kind, he may carry 
his produce to the merchants. They will give 
him in exchange, broad-cloth, implements of 
husbandry, groceries, and every sort of article 
that is necessary for his family, and, perhaps^ 
even money, at particular times. He will like* 
wise often have it in his power to barter wheat 
for live stock of different kinds, and can Imrdly 
fail to increase his means, although withcmt a 
regular market for his surplus produce, if he gets 
initiated into the system of traffic prevalent in 
the country. 

In Upper Canada the winter is the farmer^s 
idle season, the depth of the snow, and the seve- 
rity of the cold, alike putting a stop to agricul- 
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tural operations. But still there are several 
things which require attention, and particularly 
the live stock, which ought to be regularly fed. 
The farmer must, indeed, be careful in this re- 
spect, both in summer and in winter. As there 
is no grass in the woods, and as new settles 
cannot raise fodder for thdr cattle immediately, 
they are obliged to buy either hay or straw, or 
pumpkins, to feed them, or to cut down trees for 
them to browse up(»i. Oxen and young cows 
thrive well enough on the tender shoots of the 
birch, maple, &c. ; but sheep must have hay or 
turnips, and ought to be secured from the wolves 
every night Every littler should, in the course 
of the winter, haul a quantity of fire- wood suffi- 
cient to supply him the whole year ; and tite good- 
ness of the roads will enable him todo this with- 
out much difficulty. When the weather is bad 
he may employ his time within doors, in improv 
ing the interior of his dwelling-house, or amus- 
ing himself by the fire, which can always be 
made a warm and dieerful one, from the pro- 
fusion of fuel that the peorest person has con- 
tinually at command. Those who delight in field- 
sports may go into the woods in search of deer, 
which usually abound in the vicinity of new set- 
tlaoients. In Canada, the privilege of shooting 
them, and all other game, belongs equally to the 
lord and the peasant. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



256 

The emigraQt mu«t not expect to liye vay oom-* 
fortably at first Pwk^lxead^ and what vegetaUes 
lie may rais^ will form the chief part of his d&ei 
ftrperiiaps two years. To these articles, however, 
he may occasionally add vmson, if he is a toler* 
ahle sportsmm. The various kinds of gcain 
which farmers raise, aiable them to enj/oj a gfcst 
many sorts of bread that are not known in Bri- 
tain. Buck^wheat, rye, and Indian com, make 
exodlent cakes ; and they have sevaral Ways of 
using flour, besides that of baking it into loaves. 
All the above-mentioned articles, ccmjimied with 
▼egetaUes, poultry, and milk, whidi eveiy aetder 
can have in the course of time without mudi 
tremble <m* expense, afford sufficient materials fov 
the support of an abundant and comfortaMe ta* 
Ue. In Upper Canada, the people live mudi 
better than perscms of a similar dass in Bri- 
tain ; and to have proof of this, it is only neces* 
sary to visit almost any hut in the bade woods. 
The interior of it seldmn ftils to dis[day many 
substantial comforts, sudi as immense loaves of 
beautiful bread, entire pigs hanging round tiie 
diimney, dried venison, trendiers of milk, and 
begs of Indi«i com. Many of the farmen in* 
deed live in a coarse and dirty manner ; but this 
arises horn their own ignorance^ not from a want 
of those things that are essential to comfiMrt mid 
neatness. 
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i hafve iK^ir detailed, m the sbcniest manner, 
Hbe auooessiye steps which emigrants of the low^ 
et class must take, in order to establish themselves 
in Upper Canada, and given a general owtHne of 
the difficuhies thejr have to eontend with, and of 
the counterbdiancing advantages^ The haiddUps 
wbidi poor settlers most at first eBoounter are 
soDoetimes ratiier severe and trying to thdr pa^ 
ti^ice; but if tiiey are active and industrious, 
they wiU beoome tolerably comfertaUe, and eb* 
tain a sort of rude indep«!idence» in the eourse of 
three or four years; being then aUe to raise 
eiKMij^ of every kind of produce for thek own 
censumption, and l&kemse sufficient to purdiase 
aH the necessaries of life. But were the priva- 
tions whidi emigrants ma^ endme, on first tak- 
ing up hmds, infinitdy greater than they reallff 
Bxe^ I believe few, who were well acquainted 
with tile tine stote of tlnngs^ would l^sitate m 
INreferting Upper Canada to Great Britain, inai»- 
mttcb as most people would iBther puvdbase ease 
and abundance at the expense of a few fetofs* 
hard labom**, than remam exposed to^ poverty and 
its attendant miseries duriog their whole Uves, 
ai^ is the lot of the hoik of the Biitii^ peasantry. 
All the foregoing details are founded upon ae- 
iual observation ; suid the estimate I have giv^m, 
of the advantages which poor people derive from 
emigrating to Upper Canada, is deduieed from a 

R 
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personal inspectioii of new settlements. My op- 
portunities of ascertaining the correctness o£ idl 
the particulars I have advanced upon this sub- 
ject, have been equally various and satis&dory. 
I resided eight months in tlie most populous and 
extensive new settlement in the Province, and 
daUy witnessed the increasing prosperity of thou* 
sands of peofde, most of whom had be^i forced 
from their native land by absolute poverty. No 
one who emigrates to Upper Canada, with ra* 
tional view«, will be disappointed. The countiy 
is beoHning more agreeable every day, and only 
requires a large population to render it equal in 
point of beauty, comfort, and convenience^ to 
any part of the earth. The deli^tful asylum 
which it affords to the poor and unfortunate of 
every dass, is a drcumstance that has hitherto 
been little known or appreciated, and one whic^ 
is of particular impcxrtance at the present tim^ 
when agricultural and commerdal embarrass- 
ments hiftve reduced so many individuals to a 
^te of destituti<m and misery. 

The second dass of emigrants, vis. men of 
unall income and increaang fionily, will find 
Upper Canada, in many respects, an advantage- 
ous place of residence. When I say this, I of 
course include those perscms only who do not de- 
rive their incomes fimn the exatdse of any pro- 
fession, and who have no obvious means of im- 
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proving their circumstances. Half.p83r officers, 
annuitants, &c. are in this situation. An indivi- 
dual of this class may do wdl in Clipper Canada, 
if he possesses a farm, and raises aiough (^ all 
kinds of produce to supply his own wtats« 
With £250 a-year, and fifty or sixty acres of 
land, he might, by proper mah^ement, sui^x>rt 
a large family in comfort and abundance ; but he 
would not augment his income by fiirtning ex- 
tensively, unless he engaged in the business y riic- 
tically, and were assisted by his diildren; the 
price of labour being so high, and that oi pro- 
duce so low, that the agriculturist cannot de- 
rive much profit fi-om the returns made by tte 
soil, if he employs hired men to work it Re- 
spectable femilies suffer a good deal <^ inconve- . 
nience fi'om a difiiculty of obtaining household 
servants, most of whom are both negligent and 
unprindpled, and conceive themselves insulted if 
the person who proposes to hire them makes any 
inquiry about their characters. Some will not 
engage themselves, unless they are allowed to sit 
at table with the master and mistress of the 
house. Emigrants sometimes bring servants 
from Britain ; but such seldom remain long with 
them after their arrival in Canada, their ideas 
and prospects being directed into new channelst, 
by the system of independence and equality 
which prevails in the country. The women are 
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soon laarmd^ and the men become landholders. 
Some peoj^e bind thdr domestics by indentures, 
to continue with th^n for a certain time; but 
this fdan seldom answers well» as persons so ar- 
ticled are £^ to grow msolent and troublesome, 
v^ienever their bondage becomes disagreeable to 
them. The chief objection which men with 
Wge families will have to Upper Canada is, that 
it does not a£ford them the means of educating 
their children. Schools, at which the essential 
branches are taught, exist in the most secluded 
parts of the Province ; but there is no seminary 
on a liberal scale, except at York and Kingston. 
However, the gaierosity which the Pro^dal 
government displays in the endowment of schools, 
and the encoun^ment which the inhabUants 
give to respectable teachers, will soon render the 
means of education as accessible im Upper Ca- 
nada, as they are in the country parts of Great 
Britain. 

To the man of capital. Upper Canada, I am 
sorry to say, c^rs few inducem^its. The Pro- 
vince indeed requires the presence of suc^i per- 
sons, and the cireulidicni of their capital, ixHxe 
dian any thing ebe ; but the benefit of a country 
will, of course, always be a secondary considera- 
tkm^ with' every one, when individual interest is 
concamed, smd therefore it cannot be expected 
that peiBons of wealth should as yet emigrate to 
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Upper Canada. There are a good many ways of 
employing capital, but few which wUi ensure 
such a speedy return, as would in general be con- 
sidered necessary. The mercantile business is 
already overdone. Merchants swarm in every 
part cf the Province, and have, in a great mea- 
stire,l)eenthe means of redudng pnbKe credit to 
its preseit low cfbb. Fanning is not profitable 
VoT tlie reasons already stated, Mid likewise, be- 
cauise Hhere is at present no steady market for 
agricultural produce. Those who could afford 
to wait many years for the interest of money kid 
out, might speculate advantageously in lands. 
Large and excellent tracts may, at pres^fit, be 
purchased for half the sum they are really worth. 
These belong to individuals who are neither re- 
sident in the Province, nor at all connected with 
it, and who would gladly sell possessions in which 
they take no interest, and of which they do not 
know the value. Some people may suppose, that 
if such properties were in the market, the Cana- 
dians would buy them up, but they are prevent- 
ed from doing so by a want of capital. The man 
who bought eight or ten thousand pounds worth 
of land, would derive no revenue fiom it for per- 
haps as many years. The persons to whom he 
sold it out in small portions, at a very advanced 
rate, probably would not be able to pay any part 
of the price, until they had cleared and frequent- 
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ly cropped it, and thus gained something by their 
labours ; but the speculator would secure himself 
all the time, by not granting a deed to any set- 
tler, until he had paid the amount of his pur- 
chase. When money did be^ to flow in, he 
would receive a return not only equal to the in- 
terest of the cajHtal he had laid out, but triple or 
quadruple the amount of the capital itsdf. The 
man who buys lands at two or three shillings an 
acre, and sells it agdn at ten or fifteen, makes a 
fcHrtunate speculation, although twenty years 
should intervene between the date of his making 
the purchase, and that of his receiving the profits 
it has produced. 
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LETTER XV. 

Emigratioa a serious step— Ideas of different people upon the 
' subject— Attractions of Upper Canada— Happiness of its po-' 
pulatlon— State of society in tke Province— FavouiUble to 
personal importance.-— Amusements— Field-sports — Eques-, 
trian pleasures — ^Horticulture — Balls and cards — Character 
of the Canadians — Beauty of the ladies — Emigration recom- 
mended to a certain class of persons — A consolatory hint to 
tlie ambitious— Conclusion. 

Th£ drcumstances I have concisely stated in 
my last letter, may enable you to form sonie es* 
timate of the advantages that are to be derived 
from emigrating to Upper Canada, which is a 
step no one ought to take without reflection and , 
serious consideration. A traveller, in describing 
a country, may easily communicate, to the pub- 
lic a correct idea of the expense of living in it, 
the value of property, the prospects of success 
which different kinds of settlers have, and vari- 
ous other details connected with ways and means ; 
but he will find it difficult to give his readers a 
just conception of those things that would exclu- 
sively affect the minds, tastes, and prejudices o£ 
people of knowledge and education. 
However, there are men who feel indifferent 
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about what part of the world they recade in, ptK 
vided they can obtain the necessarieg and sab^ 
stantial comforts of life easily and economically, 
and whose impresidons respecting the advantages 
of emigrating to any country are altc^ether re- 
gulated by the price of provisions, and the rate 
of labour there. Sudb persons' may, of eomse^ 
obtain all tibe satisfaction and infbcoDatiDn iliey 
can reqmre, ftom the pages g£ a iourst 

Upper Canada, though destitute of those ad- 
vantages which high agricultural improvem^it 
and a dense population never fail to bestow, is 
still, in many respects, a delightful place of re- 
sidei»ce ; and the inhabitants often lemwk, tl^it 
those who have sp^t many years of their liv^ 
in the Province, very frequently retuxn to it when 
opportunily offers. There is^ a .fieedmn, an in- 
dependenci^ and a joyou&n^, ccmneoted with 
tiie country, which dazzle those who have visit* 
ed it into a forgrtfulness of its d^ects, 4aid ^3d 
dieir moat ^miliar rennniscences withan exhiyUurv 
atieg brightness. There, bc^^gary, want, aod 
woe^ never meet the eye. No care- worn anxious 
countenances, or famished forms, aretobe^sem 
among its inhabitants. Poverty assumes a jnildar 
aiqpect than it does in !E^urope, and the inmates 
of tibe most miserable hovel are always able to 
satisfy the cravings of nature, and to defaid 
themselves from the winds of heaven* The as* 
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pM(;<)f acowitry aait a people sift<^i« I ha^ 
dcMori he ^ ati^t^ar fiiiend, kindeed wewmig 
ddightftd to one^ who^ Hbe tiie^ has beett 
ymnmxk with tiie fiymsting awi heaUildds (hxv ^ 
a kifge city; wbo kas visited tiiofle afleys frheM 
atermig bomaB m reU die dness takes orefiige^ and 
witnessed tlie de p r a vit y, iadi» wemoxsM, and «e^ 
pininga^ wktck poreilty gives With ta anongtthe 
uneducated part of iiiaiikiiid« Tfaoa^ Upp^ 
Canada may be infeiaor to the cU WQilfl^ 
Ma pe e ts , ahe has stittl one snperiative a d vanl age 
over it, wlnoh ds, that a man may iMHaivd throti^ 
hw vmons settleinents i^ain and again, and never 
Imve his mind agitated, nor his feeHngs harassed 
by the veioe of misery, or the monnvfs of dis^ 
ocmtent 

Anotiier drcomstanoe tends to make iEnriK 
peans partiai to Upper Canada. They find 
tiiemselves of muck more impcnrtance Hiere than 
tsbey would beat honw; for theeimle of society 
is so liniited,a]id the number ef respectable peopte 
in the Fvovinoe so smafi, that almost every person 
is aUetoobtainsomenofice and attention. Tfaeve 
is likewise no aristocraqr, and consequently na 
man can assome a higher station m society than 
anolber, except upon the scoee of superior intefieot 
ar greater wealth; the latter of which u of oomse 
lather c^bener recognised as a ground of clistino- 
tion ^n ant former. A person of respectabifify 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



266 

atoncefimls a plaoe in the best company the 
Ftov]iioe«ffi>id8; aiid ndther amUtion, Jealoi^fy 
nor envy, is excited among indivkUii^ thete 
being notldng greater to aspire to. lliis ststeof 
tilings is &vourable to the exigence of genetiA 
httmony and good-will^ but rather liostilip tolte 
cultivation and wlvancement of manners. 

l^e man who resides in Uppa* Canada .musti 
in a great measure, depaid upon hiposdtf' for re- 
oreatioii and amusement, tiie small portion of 
society which the Province affords being so s^at* 
tered, that the peof^ who compose it cannot 
meet together, and minister to eadi other^s plea- 
sures, so c^n as would be desirable. However, 
the forests and waters are, at all. times open 
those who enjoy the sports of the field. Hunting, 
of course^ cannot be practised on account of the 
woods; but there is exodilent partiidge, dud^ 
s(nd' snipe shooting, at different seasons of the 
j&it; and many of the streams abound with good 
fish of various kinds. . Those who love eiijues- 
trian exercises, and take deligfat in rearing h(»*s^ 
will be able to indulge in these amusements at 
comparatively litUe expense. It costs v^y little 
to keep a horse in Upper Canada ; and one may 
ride, work, qr drive him in a gig, without hav- 
ing a tax-gatherer at his elbow twice a year, 
as is the case in Britain. The climate and 
soil c^ the westCTU parts of the Province are well 
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adapted for the culture of floweis md fine finuts ; 
and he who loves gardaning may.sp^od his Idmie 
hoars, in a way very agreeable to himself, and 
useM to the public ; fw the Cani^ans have as yet 
paid very little attention to any oi ^ brandies 
of horticultural science. 

During winter, liie amusements I have just 
mentioned cannot be resented to ; but thai they 
are less necessary, as the state of the roads per- 
mits a free communication between all parts q£ 
ihe country, and as a social intercourse takes 
place unong its inhabitants. When the snow is 
on the ground, a great deal of visiting goes on, 
and haliis, pic-nics, and card parties, very frequent- 
ly occur. The Canadians, in genial, partite 
largely of the sanguine temperament, as they are 
lively, indined to hospitality, and extremely fond 
of pleasure. The dimate they live under is ii^ 
deed well ads^ted to excite constitutional gayety, 
the atmosphere of Upp^ Canada not* bding 
overcast by those depressii^ and dreary mists 
that often prevail fa* days together in Great 
Britain. Some of the Canadian ladies are ex- 
tremely pretty; but their diief attraietions lie in 
the naiveU of their manners, and in thdr beauti- 
fully dark and sparkling eyes. They lose their 
teeth and good ICbks eight or ten years sooner 
than the females of Euro|>e; but I am unable to 
account for this eariy constituti(Hial failure. 
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ITo cmiduite, I wciuld ray, tint the otm ^riio 
ki!ftmdof acoUBtiy ItfiB^wbohyves to be exempt 
fi^(Mn the Testnctiom in^esed by fiishion and 
ceremony, asid whose widies seldom stray be^ 
yond the timits of his liome and dddaesdc ^AkH^ 
might live very comfortaUy ^md very lnqpfiily m 
Upper Canada ; and wiien I si^ this, I also in- 
clude people of edtuartocm and small indepm^nt 
incoite, who, whatevw be tbdrindinatioBs, can- 
not possibly ai^md to indulge in the luxuries aond 
pleasures of a town life. To sudh, the Ftoviaee 
cannot fail to be an agreeable iplaoe of vesidente. 
For, since persons of small fortune cannot par- 
take of the recreations, or mingle in the sodety 
which a large city afibrds^ they will lose notiun|^ 
by removing to Upper Canacb^ and thek in- 
comes will be mudi augmented by such a dimigfe 
of residence. There, they will not Ikid theiA- 
adives thrown in the shade by tiie false preteib- 
aions of persons of si^rior rank, nor see ike 
avenues to distinction dosed, and their ambitbus 
efforts defeated, by the influence of a prewming 
aristocracy. I stron^y suspect tibat all paimis 
c£ taste, feeling, and judgment, mentaUy ac- 
knowledge tlie justness ci the jpnnc^xfe c^atain- 
ed in those words which Milton bas put in the 
mouth of tlie fallen arch-angel, 

" Beiler to reign in hell than serve in heaven ;" 
and, consequently, one thing that must render 
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U[^r Canada an agreeable place of residence to 
people of a certain class and of certain ideas is, 
that no person there can, upon any just ground, 
^ lord it over" another, or daim precedence upon 
the plea of rank or extrinsic dignity. 

But, my dear friend, I must now conclude my 
lucubrations ; for the interest I take in the beau- 
tiful country I have been describing has seduced 
me into a prolixity which, I fear, will be pardon- 
ed by those only who have visited it, and felt its 
fiusdnations. No man of any sensibiUty could 
view Canada with indifference, or leave it with- 
out a sensation approaching to regret. And 
to his farewell, he would join a fervent wish, that 
♦the progress of its prosperity might never be re- 
tarded, nor its tranquiUity disturbed, by the de- 
vastating effects of hostile invasion. 
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LETTER XVI. 

Lewiston— •Hatred between the Canadians and Americans-— De* 
, parture from Lewiston-^tate of the farmers near it — Con- 
Tcrsation at a tarem — Cambria post-office — ^Driyer^s account 
of himself — Story of the methodist priest — Sangfroid of the 
Americans exemplified — An American breakfast — Rochester 
— Genesee Falls— Clyde Bridge — Grand Canal — ^B^auties of 
Canandaguia — Oeneya— Reflections — ^Waterloo village — An 
American hotel — Cayuga Bridge— Arrival at Auburn — Table 
d^hote there — Specimens of new phraseology— Village describ- 
ed — States prison — Divine service there — Criminals— Their 
behaviour— Shopkeeper at Weed's port — Canal track-boat — 
Conversation with the captain — Town of Utica — Cotton ma- 
nu&ctory near it — ^An American stage-coach — Scenery on the 
Mohawk — ^A female traveller — ^Albany — State legislature^ 
and De Witt Clinton — North River steam-boat — R^^d^tions 
oh board — Dinner — High lands of the Hudson — ^A disap- 
pointment — ^Arrival at New York. 

In the middle of June, 18S0, 1 bade adieu to the 
beautiful and happy shores of Upper Canada, 
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and was conveyed across the Niagara river to 
Lewiston. A mail-coach leaves this place £or 
Rochester three times a week ; but the proprietors 
having made some alteration in their usual ar- 
rangements, I was detained a day and ahalf ; and 
the village and its environs consequently em- 
ployed a greater share of my time and attenticm 
thim their beauty or importance demanded, or I 
would otherwise have been willing to bestow 
upon them. 

Lewiston occupies a large flat upon the bank 
of the Niagara river, and condsts, like most other 
American villages^ of a single street, w]liich is 
about poe mile in lengtlu The houses are megn, 
and the people poor ; fw the neighbouring coun- 
try being thinly inhabited, the place derives lit- 
tle adv^tage from trade. At the conclusion of 
the last American war, the legislature of New 
York State, desinms that there should be a town 
of importance ha:^, and du^ the frontier near it 
should become populous, promised, as an induce- 
ment to the purchase and cultivation of lands, 
that they would, grant a lot c^ one ucre, within 
the limits of the prc^ed;ed city, to every indivi- 
dual, when he had cleared a certain quantity of 
ground upon the Niagara river, and paid the 
price of it to government. But the offer of this 
douceur does not sqppear to have had the andci* 
pated effect, as t^e greater part of the frontier 
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in the vicinity of Lewiston remains unbought 
and uncultivated. 

. Although the Americans and Canadians upon 
jthe Niagara frontier, are not a quarter of a mile 
distant from each other, the difierence that ex- 
ists between them, in pcnnt of character and ideas^ 
is as perceptiUe as the line of demarcation which 
divides the two countries. 

I entered Amedca with prepossessions some- 
ivhat unfavourable. Having resided in Canada 
ibr a considerable time, I had usually heard the 
people <rf the United States mentioned with dis- 
like and reprobation. Though I did not imbibe 
all the prejudices of the Canadians, I supposed 
they had a more justifiable foundation than that 
of mere personal animosity, whicli has arisen 
between the two nations in consequence of poli- 
tical and commercial circumstances. 

During the rebellion, many loyalists abandon- 
ed the United States, and retired to Canada, 
where they received lands, as a reward for their 
adher^ice to the British government. The aver- 
sion, with which they regarded the revolutionists, 
never decayed, and was, of course, communicated ^ 
to their descendants, who now form a consider- 
aWe part of the population of Upper Canada. — 
The Americans returned their hostility with 
vehemence ; and the two nations became so com- 
pletely estranged from each other, that the long 
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peace which followed the rebellion had little ef- 
fect in restoring harmony between them. How- 
ever, the invasion of Canada in 1812 removed all 
chance of reconciliation, and made both parties 
more personal, and more inveterate, in their dis- 
like. And, as the social and moral condition of 
the two countries is growing more dissimilar 
every day, the aversion, with which their inha- 
bitants regard each other, is not likely to dimi- 
nish. 

I departed from Lewiston before sun-rise, in 
a small waggon drawn by one horse. The driver, 
who was one of the stage proprietors, informed 
me, that, as the mail-coach did not arrive the 
preceding night, as had been expected, he found 
it necessary to carry me forward in a humbler 
style ; but observed, by way of consolation, that 
we would go like a lark. Indeed, at first we 
went almost as swiftly as a lark, though rather 
less smoothly. 

After a few miles hard driving, we came up to 
a man on foot, carrying a large saw over his 
shoulder ; and my attendant immediately request- 
edi him to ride with us, at the same time ofiering 
a seat on his knee, as the bench in the waggon 
was too short to admit three persons. When 
all was adjusted, we pursued our journey, and 
my fellow-travellers entered into conversation 
about the value of the farms along the road, and 
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the circumstances of their possessors. There was 
scarcely a tract of land in sight which they did 
not criticise, and pronounce to be under mort- 
gage. To these details, they added sketches of 
the characters of the various individuals whose 
afifairs they commented upon, and summed up the 
whole with accounts of the methods such per- 
sons had occasionally employed, to defraud their 
creditors, and evade public justice. Thus, in 
the course of an hour, I had many opportunities 
of hearing the local scandals of the new country 
into which I had entered. 

The circumstances I learned from the conver- 
sation of these men, whose veradty I had no 
reason to doubt, astonished me a good deal. It 
appeared that seven or eight farmers in a 
dozen were insolvent ; though the aspect of their 
lands, and an estimate of the advantages they 
had enjoyed in the course of their agricultural 
labours, rendered the thing, at first view, almost 
incredible. But I soon discovered that their 
embarrassments had not been brought about by 
general causes affecting thp prosperity of the 
cotmtry, but were the consequences of their own 
imprudence, idleness, and extravagance. In the 
northern parts of the United States all trade is 
carried on by means of barter, the farmers pay- 
ing the merchants with grain, or produce of some 
kind. It is evident that, when this is the case. 
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a man may be entirely ifeeeired with regard to Ms 
means of liquidating the demands agsdnst him. 
When he engages in any new extraraganee, he 
resolves to bring an additional quantity of land 
under cultivation, and also flatters himself with' 
the prospect of high prices and great crops. But, 
on the arrival of spring, he finds that he is tm- 
able to clear and isow more ground than usual ; 
and, perhaps, an unfavourable autumn, and de* 
pressed state of the market, afterwards increase 
his embarrassments. Thus he sinks into a state of 
insolvency, and is forced to mortgage his farm to 
save himself from suit and imprisonment. 

About six in the morning we drove up to a 
small house, which appeared to be a sort of 
tavern. The landlord was at the door ready to 
receive us, and the following conversation took 
place: 

Landlord. Good morning, gentlemen. 

Driver. Good morning, mister. 

L. Very warm, but pretty considerabk of air 
stirring. 

D. I guess so. Can we get any thing to 
drink? 

L. Well, I suppose you can. What liquw 
would you please to have? 

D. Brandy, I guess. 

L. We've got nothing in the house but whis- 
ky, sir. 
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D. Let ua have souie th0n~4iy Qodi I'U treat ; 
but Where's Bill? 

L. QefM-ed out, I guess. 

D. What an almi^ty shame J and Where's 
Wsfamfly? 

X. Cleaied out too, mister. 

D. 'Turnat^ t well, I vow one feels pretty 
daitmed cteap, when a fi^w dears out without 
paying scores. 

Xr. By tibe Hfe he doeih^lxit here^s success to 
Bill (drinfdng), though be owes me finr a pair of 
shoes. 

D. Bill owes me eight dollars and fifty*seven 
cents and a half. 

L. Cash? 

2>. Ho, good morning to you ! no, no, I'U be 
satisfied with three hundred rails and some 
leather {a pause). Bill knows what he's abdut; 
did he dear out slick ? 

Jr. Yes, mister, right off; but I guess he's 
still in the hneh, atod I swear I could find him.if 
I had a mind. 

D. Bill will steer southward. 

L. I guess he will — ^howsomever, here's suc- 
cess to Bill, and damn the shoes. 

We now continuied our journey, and, while 
passing through a long piece of woods, my com- 
panion began to blow his horn ; for we were ap^ 
fnroaching Cambria post-office, and his object 
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WBSf^ to warn than to have the nmil ready for 
him. We soon approached this post-town, and 
found that it contained a small house, and a gr^t 
nmny musquetoes. When we stopped, the post- 
master made his appearance ; but, instead of ask- 
ing for the mail-bag, quietly re-entered the house, 
and soon returned with a ^ass t>f sphrits in his 
hand, which he presaited to my companion. Hav- 
ing then inquked who I was, and why we tra- 
velled in a wsLgg<m instead of the stage, he took 
tibe n^-bag, and, aftar opening sundry padkx^ 
shook it violently over the dusty road, tiU ooe 
thiee-cpmered ^ter dropi out, the address of 
which we left him attempting in vain to de» 
cipher. 

About nine o'dock, we stopped at my cc»npa- 
nion's house, and I was immediately provided 
with breakfast. The house was li^e and well- 
built, and stood in the midst of shrubbery, 
having upwards of eighty acres of cultivated 
land behind it, part of whidi afibrded pasture 
to a flock of beautiful sheep. Eighteen or tw«ty 
fine cattle lay indolently rcMmd a bam full of 
fodder, and dozens of pigs and poultry occupied 
a yard in front of the house. After we had got 
into the waggon again, my host gave an account 
of himsdf Any American will willingly gnti- 
fy a sl3Wiger in this way ; and if the truth is un- 
favourable to him, he will intent falsehoods, ra- 
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tfaer tiian not play the egotist This man in* 
formed me^ that he had begun life with nothing, 
but now possessed die farm abeady described, 
and eight tiiousand dollars, besides what was 
owing him. ^' Although I drive the mail," said 
he,» " I guess Tm not obliged to, for I have a 
£trm where I can take my ease, and tigger about 
independent of any one. Some of you English, 
I know, would feel pretty damned small when 
driving a stage; Imt in America we are all 
equal, when our employments are honest ones — 
and why not? for we cannot choose our station, 
bowsomever mudi we may try to. Aye, man 
iqppoints, and God disappdnts. Had things 
turned out different, I might have been president 
dF the States, and Jem Monroe coach-driver.'* 
I assented to the justness of his remarks; and 
oould not hdp thinking, that such opinions must 
be a great source of happiness to the lower classes 
of the American people. Among them, when a 
man rises in tiie world, he neither abandons his 
ninuil habits, manners, and companions, nor feels 
afraid lest his behaviour should betray the rank 
of life in which he formerly was. He does not 
toimait himsdif with forming plans for the sup- 
port c^ his newly^aequired importmice^ nor finds 
it necessary to intrigue for admisdon into circles 
immediately above him ; but is satisfied if his 
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wealth gaiM him a little additional oonsequaAoe 
in the bar-room^ and increases his influeiu^ at 
township meetuigs or county eleetkois. 

It now became exc^sively hat^ tiie dust ftew 
m suffocating clouds^ and myriads of musqu^oes 
attacked us with unrdenting fury. We had just 
altered upon a very long cross-way, and the 
horse could not go beyond a walk far upwaa?& 
of an hour. This cross-way, wliidi deserves the 
attention of the laraveller on account of its strengA 
and uniformity, extends three mifes, and was oon^ 
structed durii^ the last American war, for the 
purpose of improving the communication be« 
tween the frontier and interior of the coimtry, at 
the expense of four thousand ddlars. 

About noon we stopped at a house to give our 
horse some water. As we alighted, our driver 
told me that I would see some methodists, bsxA 
said he intended ^^ quizzing the damned crea^ 
tures.'* Presently two women made their ap« 
pearance, and one c£ tliem inquired anxk)udy 
about her husband, who had gone to Letviston 
some days before to preach the goispeL Tim 
driver informed her in return, tiiat a person, an- 
swering the description sl^ ^ve^ had slept at 
his house a few nights ago, and seemed very se* 
rious, frequently telling thiem that he would not 
be pemntted to work mudi longer in the vine- 
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yatd. Eikrly next morning he departed, mA 
they soon after heard, that he had been drowned 
in crossing the Niagara river. 

All this was delivered with the utmost gravi- 
ty ; but the narrator did not meet with the im- 
plicit credit he expected ; for the mistress of the 
house immediately came into the a^oining 
apartment, where I had remained and heard aU 
that was passing, and questioned me in the fol- 
lowing formidable manner : " Well now, 'squire, 
ha'n't you heard nothing of no methodist pnest 
never being drowned at the ferry over agen 
Lewiston ?'* I said I had not. '' Ha'n't you r re- 
iterated she, putting her hands upon her sides^ 
" Indeed I have not " — ^* There now,** cried she, 
after a pause, ** I guess as how I sees how it is, that 
that there man, who's never no gentleman, has 
been trying to wcMrk me, by telling me <mi things 
that ha'n't never had no existence.'* After some 
time, the driver retracted all that he had said, and 
dispelled the anxiety of the two ladies, who were 
so polite as to treat him to a glass of bitters, not- 
withstanding the panic he had maliciously occa« 
«ioned. When we had proceeded on our jour- 
ney again, he said, " Why, 'squire, I guess you 
d<Mi't ^em to laugh at the fun I set a-going." I 
told him there was no fun in making people mi- 
serable. ^ Hcnty toity," cried he, ** they are 
methodists you know — ^I wouldn't have given 
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them to undarstand that I lied at all, hadn't tiie 
priest's wife tcM me, that her hushand always 
declared that I showed myself a gentleman in 
the way I treated him, whenever he stopped at 
my house. Now, sir, when a man calls me a 
gentleman, I always wish to use him like^one — 
and so you see as how I let the pig out of the 
bag." 

After driving about ten miles, we stopped at 
a small village, and waited until the stage-coach 
arrived fix>m Rochester. The two drivers then 
agreed, that it should return with me to that 
place, and that the passengers it had contained 
should be carried on to Lewiston in tlie waggon. 
This arrangement hemg made, three people, with 
their baggage, were crammed into the latter 
vehicle, exposed to a burning noon-day sun and 
clouds of dust They submitted without a mur- 
mur; and this inddent exemplified that pas- 
siveness which characterizes the Americans, when 
things of small moment occur. They bear tl^ 
petty miseries and disagreeable accidents of hu- 
man life with a most philosophical sangjroid, 
and scom to betray any sensibUity to trifles^ that 
slightly affect their personal comfort 

I now took my seat in the stage, and travelled 
till late in the afternoon. Next morning we 
started at four o'clock, and after a drive of eight- 
teen miles, reached ^ pretty little village called 
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Farming. Here I stopped to breakfast; but, as 
this meal was rather long in making its appear- 
anee, and as I betrayed some symptoms of im- 
patience, my hostess sent me out to the back- 
yard to look at her pigs, telling me that every 
thing would be ready before I returned to the 
house. She was as good as her word ; for T had 
made but few observations on the inmates of the 
stye, when she called me in. The table afforded 
the most wonderful variety I ever had before 
me, when breakfasting alone. There were ham, 
veal, fish, eggs, toast, cucumbers, cheese, pre- 
served apples, gingerbread, short-cake, salad, 
and coffee , and also several other small dishes, 
of which I neither knew the nature, nor did I 
venture to attack them. 

About mid-day I arrived at the village of Bx>- 
chester, which is eighty-five miles distant fix)m 
Lewiston, and lies upon the bank of the Gen- 
nesee river. It contains about three thousand 
inhabitants, and has the neatest appearance im- 
aginable, almost all the houses being regularly 
built and painted white. The streets, which are 
spacious, present a succession of well-fiimished 
shops, and the bustle which continually pervades 
them, gives the whole place an air of activity 
and commerce. This town was begun to be built 
only about five years ago, and its present magni- 
tude and importance appeaf astonishing even to 
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the people of the United States^ among ^hom 
▼iUages increase more rapidly than in any other 
partofthe worid. Rochester owes its prosperity 
diiefly to the fine water power which it com- 
mands. Besides the Gennesee met, there are 
many smaller streams in the immediate Tidnily 
of the town^ that aie admirably adapted for 
driving machinery. Griit-mills, saw-mills, eard- 
ing-machines and manufactories^ &a are always 
in operaticm here ; and I was shewn a very in- 
genious and newly-invented apparatus for making 
nails, together with Tsrious other pieces incurious 
mechanism, which I had neither time nor incUoa^ 
tion to inspect minutely. 

In the afternoon I tock a ramble through the 
village, and visited the Great Falls of the Gen- 
nesee river, whidi are close by it Their pitch 
is eighty feet ; yet, the quantity of wata: thrown 
ov^ tiiem being small, the effect is not very 
grand cm- imposing, particulariy to one who has 
viewed the Niagara cataracts a few days before. 
They aie unfortunately surrounded with ma- 
chinery ; for the rattling of mills, and the smoke 
of iron founderies, of course, ndther hiomonize 
well with the wUdness of uncultivated nature^ 
nor give any additional interest to a scene where 
they are so manifestly out o£ place. 

I next strolled about two miles <Hit c^ town, 
that I might survey Clyde Bridge, or rather the 
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ruins of it; for half of this magnificat structure 
fell several weeks before I arrived at Rochester. 
The bridge, which was built of wood, and conb- 
fiisted of a single wch^ was thrown across the 
Gennesee river, for the purpose of opening a 
nearar route between Canandaguia and JjevmUxu 
The road I took led me to the edge of the 
difib Ihat confine the Gennesee river. Th»i 
stream roared ninety feet beneath me; md a 
half arch stretdied &r above my head» as it were 
^' suspended in mid air ;" whUe on the opposite 
cl]fi&, heaps of planks, shattered beams, and massy 
aupporters, lay in horrible oonfud<»i, being the 
remains of that part of the stmcture whidb had 
fallen. Nothing can exceed the exquisite beauty, 
tibe degant proportions, and the aerial magnifi- 
cence, of that half of the bridge which is still entire* 
Its comi^cated architecture, the colossal span of 
its arch, its appalling height above the surface of 
the water,^ and the noble scenery around, fill ihe 
mind with astonishment A little way up the 
river, tlie Lesser G^tmesee Falls rush over broken 
rocks ; while the woods, whidi bound the prospect 
on all $^s, and darkly overshadow the hoary 
cliffs, commumcate a wildness to the scene, that 
makes the imaginative spectator alnK)st believe 
that the bridge above him has been raised by the 
spells of a magician, rather than by the hands d* 
man. 
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Clyde Bridge^ when entire, formed a pieee of 
arduteeture which was altogether unrivalled by 
any dung of a siniilar kind in Europe or Ame- 
rica. The span of the ardi was 852 feet; and 
the height of its summit above the surface o£ the 
river 196 feet The bridge itnif was 718 long 
and 80 wide ; and though the whole structure 
contained more <lum ISO^OOO feet of timber, it 
viras completed by twenty workmen in the spmse 
of nine montiis. 

Next morning I proceeded to tihe village crf'Fitts- 
ford, and, while they were preparing l»eak£Eirt for 
me, viralked to the Grand Canal, which passes with- 
in a quarter of a mile of the place. Ha:eIfoimd 
about a dozen labourers actively employed in 
dig^ng and embanking. The country being 
level, and the soil easily worked, tiiey made 
rapid progress in the excavation; the parts of 
it that wexe completed measured forty feet wide, 
and four feet in depth. The workmen told me, 
that they were boarded by the contractor, ai^ re- 
ceived only half a dollar a day ; a wage whidi 
shews how mudi the pice of labour has declined 
in the populous parts of the United States. The 
oommissioners for the Grand Canal divided the 
line into sections of one mile ^adi ; these w^:e 
publicly contracted for, and the pa:son, who 
made the lowest tend^, had, of course, the pre- 
ference. Many of the first contractors realized 

s 
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a gTMt deal of money by tiie business ; but there 
is now so much competition in the pnidiiase of 
the section^, that the persons ^esirons of iDbtahv 
ng them are oUiged to oflbr at 1^ lowest rates 
poMible. 

. About 12 o'dook we reached the viHage of 
Canandagma, which is S9 ndles fh>m Kodiester, 
aand; it is indeed difflcuk for descri^on to dib 
justice to its surpassing beauty and ftasdnating 
^egance. CSanandaguia is a[boat a miie lotig, 
and assists cf one street, bedsides of ^ which j^e 
oriMunented with a tow of krvi^y poplar- trees'; 
behind these are the hoii&M, placed ai a little 
diatanoe ftom each other, »nd generally hsrriiif 
shrubbery and flowep-pU)ts before thenn. One 
CRwally cMiieets the i4^ (^ poverty and mean*- 
ness with thiat of a village ; birt Canandagma pre- 
mats an appearance v«iry diiferetit from any tMng 
of the kind, the worst ludiitations in it bekig 
extMoiely neat and dean, and the best highly 
ekgant and tast^l. . There k a beaatiftil chureh 
St one ^d of the stre^ ; and a handwane Dieet'- 
itig^hcmse, jail, county**foom, academy, and hete^ 
siom the other ^ts of the idllage^ altboughits 
pc^ahticm does not exceed 1800 souls/ It is 
situated upon a cultivated dope, at the bottom 
of wfaidi Ues a lak^ several miles in :ciroimferi> 
ence, and ^kasded with pfttty eottages>aiid rioii 
fi»ests. 
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Smnm. Itt»oi}m»ml»ke^lmpp(mmhem^M 
4w It* o t to t r i tBd mmmkt in £wepc^ wkUk 
Botmeau has immortalised. In panng tfiroqgk 
the Uirfted 6tatM^ the tvaieUer ia partMolwly 
atnwk widi the dcpmee and magnitade «f tlwe 
Killigef; and often feeb iodintd l» aak ithsm 
«he l alwu ring daaiei teiide^ at not A TOBtig^ cf 
.the maMMKaa and p^miy, th«k goMrally diarm- 
4«gi»e tfaaif inhahitanti, b to badlicofqwd. Oi» 

io ba ve been built tt plaeei of mmma le^ovt, fior 
fttmm t£ iofUme mA Mmmi since sp much 

l^agrwd in tbft derignt appeii«ier» and Bgnm§th 
J»nt cf tjbe hionies f^bidi oraipcie tiben^ 

ilfttr we J»d ptaaed tfaiwii^ Gmera» 1 091^ 
«ofc lielp looking hick upon it with a tender A^ 
gMt Tbfe lakf^ which itaretohed itaelf benattlh 
thtivillage in atillwMMid pui%t had neiwr w> 
flerted mmr haA soowst of peaca The Imafei 
that wnmd aroinid» had namr hem invalid hf 
any Ym^Um moie rude than the hmbaMbnao or 
wood-cuttar^ and the fields^ tiicn Roaring wkh 
the tichnass of harwt^ wme annndly peraiitted 
te nim thair cmpa^ and to diatriimte plantjF 
anwi^ a bi^ipy paafile. The loUage lmd» a» 
yet^ known but one generation oi mbafakanta ; 
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Mid BotbiD^ tbat wmf(m0^ ihe pra^edb bad 
hllfa«rtorbMii witnov to tlieopptfeiimii^ mmon^ 
aad inqiyitiM of infliikin^ 
nMt e^^.rtiiwmdr fate jdC giGind io E i popck 
Jk& m^iogfi wtre/jrouqgi Tigoroii^ fari|^ aid 
h^f^Rik Bat bow Img tmi this deHgbkfiit 
state of thiiigt 1i> loat? Would nefetevokitlatit 
<tf <ttffiefi»t kioda speecKly dirtiitb the cabu tbtl 
prafwlod? Was it not to be fetrad ibat tte 
trouUoua acaies o£ the old twmld woqUI iitti# 
WifeefybeMM^d in tdbe iiev; attl ikMltt.ite pieo* 
ple^lookhMik^wittipiaAAil i»g^ to.tbe«itaab 
of tlirar hiBtoiy ? 

We next stopped al ttie ^nttage of Watefeo, 
^ht mile* bejroBd Genera. It happroar^ toht 
Qowtrdey bore, aad tiie fki» was aoi q ta i fd o d 
with jud^;eit Itwyera^ maitmxm^ ttia&ithada 
Hffy gay aod aoioiatad lypqiiipce. The: hotel 
at which I alightecl partioalacly drtw niy atteik* 
tIcHit as it wa$ three atoiks higb» and built of 
hriek. Ask I propoaad te dim he&me we aefe ast 
agMo^ I fXHraflmmcaiad my lAtentiaa to the 
Ifltidkn^ who n Atf t A aae 'Mo tiie baMoomi^ 
whi^ was iwrj lai^afid ooauaodlicRu^ and ftil 
of Foaiibqy knn^ossk Therenmre fiftom ov ti» 
teco chwra in tiie apartmcnl;^ hut I ooiyid not 
fiOQiiffe one for my own acQoiiinliod«tian^ ak 
tiiougfa ftve or m» paraoM oiifejn waresMfaML-p-* 
Bittaaehof tbaat tiriimdualgoorupiad three or 
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lour chain. He sat upcm one/ laid bis k^ up^ 
on anodier^ wkMed round a third, mid» perhaps, 
dewed the poitit from the back of a ^Mrth^— 
However,' those who had'segars in thcsr teetii, 
contented themaetves witli ejecting ^le smoke 
ii their mouths, and blowing it out in yolumes 
when any one pasted* Kone of diem o£lfered to 
ierign me a chahr; but. I suppose the douds ^f 
tobaeeo v^ur, wMchfiBed the room, prev^ited 
tbem fifom 4obs»?ving that I wanted one. 
- flortunatdijr/the landlord soon announeed t^t 
ikoketwisrea&y, s[nd shewed me into an de* 
gant room, fifty-six feet long. * 
. i\tNir miles beybnd Waterloo is Cayuga Lake, 
which' we crossed by means of a wMden bridge^ 
onemSeandaftiilong'inlength. The siq>poirt- 
art of Ibe bridge rest upon tbe'bottom of the 
lake all tbe way tlutmgh, the aveiftige depfih 
€£ water behig six feet. The bridge is wide 
teoiigh to admit a carriage, and likewise fbot- 
paasetogarr; and the whde straeture is so strong 
aiid wiell kii&t together, that, hotwithstailding ita 
vast extait, acanidy any tremour is pei«eptiUe 
when a hetyy^^loaded waggcm passes o^r it. — 
When /vieiilired frcfia one extrstnity, it appears 
graduiitty and beatrttfoUy to coni^i^ into a 
lianew point at die odia^, and, at last; eltid^ the 
0ye in the minuteness of its temiination. 
^ AhcMt six in tibe evenkig we arrired at^^e 
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viDage of Au^m, bxA I idlNii^cHi6d the stage 
^ben^ nitim4mg to go to .UtlcA by way of: the 
GrmdCan^l. Hjaviag seen my portotwteatt di$^ 
posed of, I Altered the tuvem, and dtilire^ f^t 
water might be sent i»to a rcnm* *' Water T 
4»claimed the landlord^ ^^ why, h^re'SiWater wid 
towelaeiKHigh in the bar — ^I guess ^oll the gen^ 
tlemai washes there." I surveyed theW from 
curiosity, and found things in m^ a sta^te^ that 
I would rather have worn the poat of dqst I had 
ri^ved while in the st^e, than, idttempted ah- 
lucticm in it However, after some parl^. aiicl.h(»« 
sitation, my apparently unheardof request was 
gran ted> and soon aft^wards tb9y;rung;a beH to 
awiounee that tea was re^dy. I ijp^iiediat^y 
obeyed the smnmons;: apd, on entering the ppb* 
Ue room^ found eigh^n or twenty pepple aL- 
leady seated at a table, which was abqncMtfitly 
furnished with be^-steaKs, ham, fowls, preserved 
&uit> cake^ qheese, &;c. The h<;)|9tess, who was 
wth^ pietty, stood at one end of. the table> and 
poured out tea^ gvfce^Uy enough, to tbqfse who 
called for it» an4 qeqiskH^y joined in. the ecm- 
v^sation, with the sia»e epise as if sl^bad bew 
qm of the guests. M9st of the p$op}e were ris- 
spectaUe enough in app^annoe, but very plaki 
m Urns manners. ^ A good deal oi detadied un- 
connected oonyenM^ Pfissed. apHing them ; but 
9mm. of it was in sifph estritordinary language. 
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tiMd libund "do ^HSciiltjr in Msffi6ifib6tit^ ^nt 
nprtsskm ipfrftdliinty until ttsL wuft ov^r, wbcn 
I wfote tbem dowa, and shall now give fiie 
leftder Hie fi^wing fipedmens : 

^ Take some beef, 'sqime.«^Nto, I guess not, I 
Amt feel mudi like eating to-nigfat-— 'Squire, i§ 
your dp out^^It will be so rigbt off, ma\un.— - 
My tea is too 8trong.-«-I oondude you're nef« 
vovtSp rir.*-I vow, ma*ani, I cssn^ sleep when I 
take much tea«-«Indeed I fike tea, it makes me 
fedl good.-^I agiee with you, I never feel ao 
spry as wlten IVe got a good raft of tea aboard 
<^ me.-^I ealculate upon ti^ere being some dee^ 
trictty in tea, it makes one feel efe smart-^Aift 
you from Canada latd^, mister? how aM p<^ 
ties tiiere?~-Nothing s&ring m Chat way, i^' 
.^I oondude to go thete very soon, and hope to 
see you ; tfid if I otti rip out your quarters, ¥9k 
give you a damned blow up.-^Well now, I shs3! 
feel {netty ocmiddeiBUy tickled to aee you.-^ 
You didn't stay long at Canandaguia?^^lfo, X 
dined at fiiU jump, and weait right off in ^e 
stage, wMi& carried me idiek to t\A$ phtoe.-^ 
fear that litde shaver (ehfld) is trovMhig on you, 
rir.<---Not at all, ma'ssn, pretty comMenMe df « 
boy, I guess.— Yes, m, <mly three years <M, imd 
knows his lettera^^He was in the oM^atid ^it 
last wedi:.~He must be a/w^iyy smart !! r 

In the rawning I ^tiitdled ChHm|^ ttetowndf 
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Attbimi^ fmd found it evtn mMre ^xtennv^ and 
respecfabte than I had anticipatedr It amtaim 
fl|)«€»ou^ street^ exoellent houses, plenty* of sh<^ 
and dbout 8000 inhabitmts ; and» moreover, ap* 
pears to be a place of conriderable trade. There 
are two churches in it, oot of whkh is extreme- 
ly pret^ in its architecture; and I cannot but 
^ude to the attention whidi the Americans 
invariably bestow upcm buildings for religious 
worship. No place in the State c^ New York, 
tiiat has any pretensions to the name of a village, 
ia destitute of a respectable church and regu- 
larly ordained dergyman. This drcumstance is 
kighiy creditdUe to the Americans, and ought 
to relKite the notibn so commonly entertained, 
that ihef are not a religious people; tor it is not 
veiy probaUe, tibat individuak would furnish 
means for the erectimi of churches, if they had 
no object in view but naticmal policy, or the en- 
joyment of human applause. Auburn is parti-^ 
oularly interesting to the traveler, from its being 
the ate of liie seccmd penitentiary erected in 
the State of New Yc^ This building is ex* 
tciitt^, strong, and of a gloomy appearance 
being composed of dark-coloured stone, and snr- 
loonded with a very high and thick wall The 
town dso ccmtains a court-house, bank, (Minting^ 
office, extoMive bodc-store, &c. and even a soda- 
wi^diop. 7his last appendage of luxury is to 
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befouod ia most Amwicift yU^gte;:^yirJiidb^ I 
believe, in g<eiieral comprisie a (prmter numbi^ iji 
comforts aiod conveiuenoes within their limil«, 
thaA^^u^ of 4ouble thdr magnitude and pcqpii- 
lation in. Great Britain. 

Next day beii^ Sunday, I went to tbe State's 
p^on, that I might bear divine sairioe perfmn- 
ed before the criminals. The paUic are freely 
admitted on these occaisionsi ^nd when I roaohed 
the gate in the wall that surrounds the building, Ji 
foundk eighty <Hr ninety people waiting for entrano?* 
I was a good deal astonished at this circumstano^ 
as it was impossible to siippose thepi all, straogeiBi 
and I thought it argued a degree of depravity m 
the inhabitants of Auburn, to make a practice of 
idly viewing the children c£ guilt, and the out- 
casts of society. In a little tin;ie, the fonale p^urt 
of the crowd was admitt^, and soon after tbe 
males. We ascended many flights of stairs, and 
tiaversed sev^td dreary passagesj, al(mg which 
soldiers were posted with fixed bayonets^ h^ore 
we reached the place of public worship, which 
lies next the roof of the byilding* I bad scajco^ly 
seated myself, when tl^ ci^nking of fetters stru^ 
my ear, and, as thie criminals soon bc^an to en- 
t^ the apartment^ I was whplly oqwpied, for 
some time, in scanning their countenance^^ as they 
passed. They were all dressed in the same gs^h, 
and looked as if they lived well, and met with 
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gentle treatment Their number amounted to 
about two hundred, and I observed eighte^i og 
twenty blacks among them. Wh^i they had 
seated themselves on the bendies assigned them, 
the dergyman gave out a psalm, whidi was sung 
in the worst style possible, and then proceeded 
with the service in the usual manner. It waa 
indeed shocking to hear their fetters clank, duTr 
ing the singing of hymiis, wd in the midst of 
prayers. The sermon was an indifferent one* 
but I must confess I paid but little attention to 
it, being chiefly employed in examining thje faces 
of the criminals, and endeavouring, by phyi^iogr 
nomical means, to ascertain who were the most 
hardened and depraved among th^m. A majo- 
rity of the countenances had a stixpid e3i:pressioni; 
but a few bore the marks of strong passions and 
mental atrocity; and, I believe, a detailed in- 
spection mi^t have enabled me to discover in 
the features of all, ah iridex to their respective 
characters. I shoidd have been glad to have put 
to the test the systems of Spurzhdm aiid Lavater, 
by applying their prihcifdes to the,subj^ts then 
befwe me. It is in jails, penitentiaries, and mad- 
houses alon^ that physiognomy can be studied 
with advantage and ^ect The common multi- 
tude pass so quietly through their tarm of exist- 
ence, and are so seldom the victims of strong and 
ecmstwt passiws, that their omnt^uinces, ppr- 
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pttrAtiv^ Httie scope for the ofatenratiom of tiie 
physittgnomkt 

Atnong tile crhnmals wene ibxee females. 
One was an Indiwi womao, who had mnrdemd 
inef huBbaiid under oireomstances of indeacribdite 
barbarity. The other two were oonfined for 
stealing. They sat i^ a litde di$tance &om the 
nieii^ who apparently paid very Mttk attentkmto 
the words of the dergyman ; indeed, what could 
be expected from a congregaticm consisting al* 
most entirdy of housebreaken» h^way-rob* 
ben, mnrderifts, incendiaries, swindlers, a»d per* 
juted persons? 

Ketxt momkig, there was a large parly at my 
bostess'is toeidcfiist table, in consequmoe erf" its be- 
ing court-day* Judges, lawyers, dient^ pur« 
sciers, and defimdants, all assodated together 
good-humouredly, and without ceremony, $sad 
seemed to vie with each oUier in the use a£ the 
knife 9Xkd fork. The judges had no useless 
pride. They assumed none of the airs of the 
bench while at tabl^ as they and the lawy^is 
treated each other with equal d^;rees of respect 
I must confess, however, diat I ondd net ap- 
prove cf theur manners, which were sloventy and 
cbwnish, and unUke those of pecq^ c^ educEitioii, 
or knowledge of the world. 

Afier breakfast, my host drove me in his 
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WBggqn to a plaoe called Weed's Po^ upcm 
the bank of ^e Grand Canals eight miles ih>m 
Auburn; and facire he left me to wait till the 
tradk-boat made its appearance. I walked for 
some time along the canal ; btit at last becoming 
Mxed, I went Into a smidl shop on the way-side^ 
wMch contained a few dozen candlesticks, seve^ 
ral snuff-boxes» and some pieces of ribbon» &c« 
The owner stood behind the counter, and I 
merely bid him good morning, and seated itty- 
sdf ; for the Americans have a very slight opi- 
nion of a man who uses any ceremony towards 
them. After scmie time, he took down a bottle 
and dusty glass, and asked me if I would drink 
some bitters, but this I dedinei ^' Well now,** 
said he, ** I swear you^e from the old oountty, 
V(|idre»'* I told him that I was. ** I guessed as 
much," returned he, and having given me a very 
significant look, be cautiously put the eork in the 
bottle^ and returned it to its place. There was a 
long pause. ^ Bdike, 'squire,*' said he again, 
" as you a'nt in drinking trim, you may have a 
xmnd to read a \At Here's my brotlier^s Trea- 
tise on the Trinity." He accordingly presented 
me with a small volume, which I read until the 
euia]-boat came up. 

On going aboard t^e boat, I found its accom- 
modBti<ms oi a much meaner description than I 
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expected. It was about thirty feet long, had 
a small cabin fore and aft, and was drawn by 
two hcHTses, at the rate o{ nearly four miles an 
hour. Thewaterin thecanalwas fourftetdeep, 
and toleraUy transparent, but I could not per« 
oeiye that it had any current I soon entered 
into conversation with the capti^, and tl^ fel* 
lowing dialogue passed between us : 

^ Have you any canals like this in Britain?* 

**No; none so extensiye." 

^ Well, now, sir, this is a great thing for our 
country, a*nt it?" 

^ Yes; you owe all this to De Witt Clinton.** 

^ Well, Idon'tknow — somesayyes, and sooEie 
say no, but he had plenty to help him ; however^ 
you, being.a forei^^ier, must judge impartially.'' 

** De Witt Clinton had some assistance c^ 
course, but to him must be ascribed the merit of 
completing the canal.'' 

** I know that's the general idear in Britain. 
You all think De Witt Clinton a great man 
there." 

'' Yes ; we think him the first statemissi m 
America." 

*^ Well, he's consideraUe of a statesman, 
though all dcm't think so now ; but in a conn- 
try like ours, the govanors are cpntmoally 
cfaangkig, and the people alter their (^inions> 
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and are led abeut like a {ng by the nose. How- 
somevCT, De Witt Clinton has done a great deal 
of good, though all don't like him.** 

^ It would appear so by the last election-r^he 
bad a very small majority in his favour.** 
■ " Very small, I guess — ^he bad a pretty hard 
run, and a good many buck-tails to fight with.'' 

*^ What are' buck-tails ?'* 
. ** The name, sir, has it origin from the Tarn* 
inany society, in New Yoik. That sodely is 
named after a celebrated Indian chiefs and the 
members of it parade the streets on the fourth 
of July, with buck-tails hanging behind their 
heads.^' 

•* Why do the Tammany isodety oppose De 
WittCHnton?" 

" God only knows — ^but he has enemies of an- 
other kind; for the lawyers are strongly against 
bim, because he cui*tailed their fees. He cut 
thdr nails so clos6, tiiat their fingers han*t done 
miarting yet.** 

** This curtailment of fees was a great benelSt 
to the country ?'* 

** Aye, to be sure it was ; but you must know 
atkete dre a great many young lawyCTs in the 
State of New York-— a damned dtel too many. 
They are pretty smart fellows, and impose upon 
the farmers and country people, and make them 
believe what they Mke." 
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** Tb«y s^y, that tf he iwntiftues i^ <rf^ mih 
tocracy will be intcodnced, uid %h»lk he und im 
pftrty will gain so oHieb powtr^ titot» hje md 
bye, we will have tUJbe^ aia4 tMie% lil^ tbe pocff 
opjMrewed people of England. DeWittCUnton 
and hM piu^ »r^ thongbt tc^ b« toa food (^ tW 
English. Tbey don't wi^h ti>\gp tp war with 
them* bfeause tbey are akin tQ,t)iem» Hi9 party 
are oaUed damned torm ; and I ha?e oftei^ hmt 
qfiUed so mj^£» \mt I don't cfliR^'' 
. '' I« it notiistooithing that i^eqsph ishould b% 
lieyt sdl tbeae things?" 

*^ Ah, sir, the people of the United States will 
beHeve any Uii^g; md if 09e takes the proper 
way, it is as easy to lead them ifa it ia |olei4 
ringsdox" 

The opuD^y tbirough whiel^ the esmk ^teoda 
1$ £u* from b^g beantiM <^. intere9t]»g4 Nor 
tbiqg bnt wQoda arer to he leei^ e:i:c€|>t in a tm 
places, where cultivation has recaitly been WMr 
W^iem^ and wh<^e in^^ieat vittagfi9 raiae^ their 
unassuming heads. , * 

The land whieh we passed wasi so low and 
awfiq^py in wmy plMeS|» thajt it had bee«i mfiOk 
my to emlw^k the canal on both sides with im^ 
m^me nionnds of ^ath Siome oC these l^xm 
sunk ^^t or ten feet ^uKse they w^e&rst »ad^ 
and others are crumbling away so fai^ thf^t th^ 
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<af thewffttir ia ttofe fwv^ntedby a oovmngaf 
^plttiikA. It \e§Uhai:dL7 be beitei^d, that there «re 
imetefats 80 depiiy ad w waiito^)r to loake sli^^ 
inthcm^topiraut theesciq>eofthe wilw^ But 
it as so, as tihe le|palatu&e ef theJStete of NeHr 
'York has foiwd it necessary to pass a kwftr 
the sarvem punishment of su^xtfendera; mdk 
k to be hoped tbai^iioimof tbt guilty wiU escape 
^ vengeance 

The canaLboat stopped at a small tiUi^ 
catted Syraouae, a fittle after suoaet All &e 
pessen^peissleptonboacd; aiidin themwmi^at 
Aemnf the horsey were again yc&ed. We tmvd- 
ted the whole day without interruption^ and 
Maehed Utica about nine at n%fat 

Utiea is ninety-six miks firom Aubun^ aadd is 
a very octccrive and flkmrishiBg Tillage, eootaia- 
11^ I suppoos^ five tiMUsaad inbahitantiC wifli 
mfflqr spacioas stieets and exeunt buil£ngs^«^ 
The caml passes ilicou^ the middle of it, 
(diough the water had cady been adqutted 
within one mile of the town af tiie time I was 
theiie) and this advantage mwt hereafter render 
Utica aplaoeof no ismall oomaaeiddi importanoa. 

Nextday Ivisitedacotfcon-mioriifiictoiy, thsee 
m^es from the villi^e. The maddnery, wlddk 
ia vcvy^ besoitifiud, and ocenpies four flats of a 
burge building is mewed entivdy by water^^ 

7 
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Tfaa^ are aboat eighty /penou miipl^^^*- 
these consist cl^eflyof woB^eti and ohildareB^ wW 
have a much- more healthftd and happy loek 
than any work people I ever saw in Biilaih rath 
nidactories. Many of the feikUdes were loadisg 
Ihe Bible, and othera sat sewing, during the in^ 
tervals cf leisore whidi their respective ooMpa* 
tions afibarded them. One woman could attend 
tfro looms; and each of thete, on an average^ 
made twenty-five yards of cotton a^day« Tfaair 
W^^ were one cent per yard ; part of whioh was 
paid in gbods, and they provided themaelvea 
with board. The children reeeived 14s., Hkm 
York currency (7s. 7d. sterling), per week, and 
Wwked twelve hotus every dky. Cottcm stfeiff 
was sold at the factory at 16 o^nts per yard (Ud; 
at^iing); the superintendent of wlueh informed 
me, that the conc»!n proved very pxifib^le; and 
Ihiat he found no difficulty whatever in g?t* 
4ing labcMireris;, or, as he ddioatety tarme4 tliemt 
Aelps, upon the terms already n^ntiomfd. 

I iqmtted Utica at two in ihe mcmmig, in the 
mail«coach. In America, the comfort of a stage* 
passrager is mudb more attei^^ to tiian in 
Britain. He is not obliged to^walk through 
dark, and perhaps dirty streets to the maik^ 
fiee^ and to seek for pec^le to convey his bag- 
gage there in the middle of the night; as the 
coach calls at his residence, if within the limita 
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bill five fttllow-^pm^ngcn ; but it continued tic 
d*t%, md they wet-e so silent fof n eon^iderdble 
ttme^ tlHi« I hcSth^ could see thdt fat^es, ndr ^ 
il«it«fifi wbftt soit of cb^MCters they wer^ ; but 
I afterWttds ftufid thflt ^ey w^rd ii lawyef* 
fiom tiie itetr t^ Ohio, t ydung lady, tvho ap- 
ptef6d to be his ni^, 4 stout jolly Irishman, 
tf ninplctoii ftom Lotrer Canada, And ^motbet 
pmton^ 1;^bo8e i^dhieter I eould not disooyer. — 
At five o*ckickw# stopped amd had breakfkst, 
ti^di was a tery good one^ but much too eariy 
to be aciteptible to me» 

The touriti^, fi littld way beyond Utica, is in 
k high stirte of cultivati<H), and the difiereht 
fiknns wliieh cotnpose the t>i*ospect pti^ent as- 
pMte equally various and beautiful The road 
Ivhidsi for a conidderaUe way, along the Mohawk 
river, and, in consequence of this, much delight- 
fiil seeaery meets the eye of a ttlEiveller. Lofty 
cfiffs, cohered with trees^ tower on one side of 
the stream, and are vitidly reflected in its tran« 
qtM wipers ; in the midst of which, clusters of 
romantic rocky islands raise their verdant heads> 
and add indescribable variety to the scene. No« 
thing cttEi be more wild than the appearance of 
tiie M(^wk, the &ddes of it being bordered with 
immi»ise fitgments of brown rock, which have 

u 
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fallen firom the c^£& nhoife^ and ddikly overshadow 
the wallers. Tb$ fields around are level and exten- 
sive, and, when we passed, were covaied with 
crops, the different oabuts of which fcrmed an im- 
meise variegated earp^, enlivened with .{aretty 
villas, nurseries, flodcs of oattl^ aPod oottogea. 

In the. middle of the day, as we were driving 
past a house on the road u.de^ a female aiddenfy 
threw up one of the windows, and bawled <mt, 
." You can't give me a seat in thestage ?'%--** Yei^ 
mistresi^ I gues^ I can,'* cried the driver, pulling 
up his horises. " Well, then, let ua aboard," said 
she, hurrying towards m widi a trunk in Imr 
hand.; "it's most almighty hot.'*-— " I think as 
how you'll feel it hotter whw we get agoing,^' 
xeplied the driver, " there's a raft of fb&s inakie 
to-day .*•—" Ob," returned she, •* I guess oaee 
we're started we'll go as regular as a tea-party.*' 
Having ?^ted herself, she proceeded to. arrange 
her luggage, and seemed particularly anxious to 
preserve from accident a large bottle, which ww 
fastaied on the top of her tmnk. " Wdl now, 
mister,'' said she to me, " don't put your jfeet 
agen my trunk ; for, if you don't take care on 
my bottle, you'll be breaking on't. I've be^i 
sick on this road this fortnight, Dr 8-—— raised 
me last week; he's a dreadful cleyer man, and 
said, if I didn't begin taking on wine, I would 
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nevw:^ sintrtv mid iMs is my'bottk of win^ 
Nowyctt, mriten keep bade your feet, or you'll 
be breaking orft'* 

About ten 1^ night we arrived in the town of 
Albisiy, which is ninety-six miles distant from 
Utiau TbetaTerh atwhich-I lodged thare was the 
best I had yet seen in the course of my travels, 
and things were conducted very much in the 
Engfish style. At the hotels in the United 
States, one does not meet with that obsequious- 
ness and unremitting attrition, which are com- 
monly shewn to strangers by the innkeepers of 
Offlier: countries; but this is surely far from being 
a di^Eidvantege ; for if a man always gets what he 
wants on calling for it, he has reason to congra- 
tulate himself upon being free from the torment 
of seeing a servant in pei'petual attendance. He 
likewise gains by It iii ancrtiier way; ' In Ame- 
rica, travelers are not expected to bestow any 
gn^ityupon the waiters of a tavern, except in the 
large towns ; and, consequently, one is exempted 
from the disagreeaUe and expensive tax which 
custom imposes upon people in England. 

I can say ht^ about Albany, having spent 
iMily one tiight and part of a morning in it. 
The town, although it presents neither an ele- 
gahf nor attractive appearance, looks somewhat 
inteDBsrting from the antiquity of its aspect,^— a 
thing little to be expected in North Atnerica,. 
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tiie QiSes dwra being att c om pM a tfardy oi rwcnft 
origin. Albany is quite a oammetdd town, ssA 
seems to be a place of much btttiiiess ; it is lil»« 
triae the resort of a ntimber of stra n gct s and tra- 
Tdlers dnrii^ the summer aeasoii, in oomseqnmne 
of its Tidnity to the odebmted nnneral. springs 
of Balllton and Saratoga, whidi are amiuBlfy fi»» 
quented by most of the fisudlionables of the Union ; 
and whidi hare become, I am tdd, nearly as 
gay and brilliant as some of the seoond^rate wft^ 
tering-pkoes in England. But the inhabitants 
6f most cities of the Union are so engaged in 
commercial transactions, thatt they cannot easily 
leave their counting-houses, during the most Imsy 
season of the year, or afford to pass the summer 
in idleness, and in the enjoymait o£ eupcmdve 
pleasures. 

Albany is the seat of the le^^siatuie of thd 
State of Kew York ; and though the membeiii 
who compose this body, do not^ I b^e?^ pos- 
sess Tery great abilities, the talents of De Witt 
Clinton, thdr illustrious governor, shed a sjk&^ 
dour over their proceedings, of wlneh they would 
otherwise be destitute. Thli man is dostbtless 
the most profound political eoonomiat in Nottli 
America. The vast scope of his mind, his grand 
views of human society, the magnificence of \n» 
projects, and benefits he has render^ to that part of 
the Unicm over which he presides, rankfaiib bi|^ 
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agthegreatdwraetorsoftheinreseiitday; while 
liis writhags and speedies, at the same time, 
pforehim to be a scholar, an orator, a statesman, 
andanenligfatraied philosopher^ The address- 
es he delivers at the opening of the legiskture, 
are doubtless the finest Uiat are now pr(»K)unced 
on simUar oenoioiis, in any part of the world. 

The powerful talents which He Witt Clinton 
possesses, and the important objects he has effect- 
ed in the course of his administration, have creat- 
ed him many ^^mies. At his last election, the 
tide of of^odtUm ran so strong, that he had only 
a majority of 1100 votes. The leading charges 
brought against him ^ae, ambition and love of 
raonardiy. 

About ten m the momiug I quitted Albany 
in one o£ the North River 8team4x)ats. These 
ateam-boats are very large, bdng dx gt seven 
liund^sd tons burden, and fitted up so as to af- 
ford the faert accommodations possible. I found 
about sixty passengers on board, among whom 
were a number of ladies, and some very genteel- 
looldng people. I did not observe any thing re- 
markable or amusing, exc^t certain regulation^ 
which weve framed and hung up in the cabins, 
stating, that np person was allowed to smoke 
below decks, or to spit pn the fioc^*, or to go to 
bed with boots on, under a penalty of half a dol- 
lar. The piBctice c£ going to bed with boots 
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on ]«, I am. tald, no taioommoa thing in Jane- 
riea. The New Engbuiders, it is said, sonMetimes 
do not eyaa take off their spurs before retirii^ 
to ries^; and a gentkmsn huEm^ousIy inforoned 
me, that he once saw one of these peo{^ conp« 
down to break&st, uneon^ously drawing a pair 
of sheets ^ his heels, the spurs upon which had 
got entangled in the cotton while he was asleep ! 

At ^yen o'clock, we had a luhd^emi c^ ham, 
cold heef» &a ; and, while it lasted, I observed 
ni^ny people caUing loudly and unsuocessftdly 
fm: WflMr, an artide wttich the steward had, ^ 
obvious reasons, ocMitrived to render very scarce. 
About three, the bdl rang to announce dimMr-; 
and then a dreadful hubbub ensued, which rei^er- 
ed it necessary for one to take care of his ^ns. 
Most of the male passenga:^ rushed tumultuous^ 
ly down the cabin stairs, jostling, pushing, and 
squeezing each other ; and, having secured seats, 
they attacked every article indisoriminately ; 
stretched across the table, and helped themselves 
with their own knives and forks ; and, when any 
cme asked for part of a dish,^ they sent him tibe 
plate that contained it. 

The bmiks of the Hudson are covered with 
beautiful farms, and exhibit a good deal of va- 
riety, being sometimes high and rocky, and some^ 
times very low. There are a number of fine- 
looking villages upon them, arid s<»ne tasteful 
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country-seats belonging to the wealthy inhabit- 
ants of New York. In several places, groups 
of rocky islands embellish the river ; and the sce- 
nery is altogether sufficiently interesting to keep 
one on the deck of the steam-boat, during the 
greater part of the voyage. 

At seven in the evening we had tea ; and it 
soon after became dark, which I lamented ex- 
tremely, as we would necessarily pass most of 
the high lands of the Hudson (which I am told 
affi^rd exquisite scenery) during the night. How- 
ever, I determined to get up before sun-rise 
next day, that I might at least see a little of 
those cdebrated high lands, and accordingly 
want to bed about eleven; but the first thing 
that awakened me the following morning was 
the noise of laying the table for breakfast ; so, 
from my unfortunate propensity to slumber, I 
lost aU the shew, in the same way as Gold- 
smiUi's aldaman lost a sight of the coronation ; 
and did not even enjoy the consolation he ex- 
perienced after his disappointment — ^that of hav- 
ing had pleasant dreams. We partook of a no- 
ble breakfast ; and at eight o'clock reached New 
York harbour, having been little more than 
twenty-two hours on our passage-way, although 
the distance run was oqe hundred and seventy- 
six miles. 
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LETTER XVII. 

New York— People on the gtneto^^jpac^^JProMirfiy im^^ 
ed— A feshionable prpnqenffcde— PersoJiiJ ^pppwww of t^ 
ladies— Gentlemen— Nev York hotels— To^fe cfAo^*— Style 
of manners at these— Americans Indifferent to convivial plea- 
•uret^Pfival^ bfjurding-homes— Anniversary of national in* 
d(|)«»d9npe^Feitmtic» of the day^SMoe «ii Bttmirnvf^ 
Quietness of the popu]ajce*^Amu9einents of ^W Y9ldG^Tl|#%* 
tre — Vauxhall Gardens — American m^iseum— Waai-woijf — 
Apollino — Academy of fine arts — Colonel Trumbull— His 
pictures and style of palntlng^Chatham Garden^-Steam-boai. 
cotillion pftrtie»— Amerioan troops— Not respectable — Charac- 
teri^ic anecdote— Militaiy Cdl^|io— American wrvy^rlti Ugh 
«ti|te of diacipline-^BopkseOers' shops—Bfittth 9i^)i0KB m^^ 
in repute in America-Oirculating libn^ies-^A4^alltage8 9f 
New York as a place of residence — Departure from it — Eas^ 
Rirar— First riew of Hiiladelphia — Quakerism-i^Loungers 
in Chesttut-strtet^WeiA's picture— Alnaehonse and hospital 
-^B^apty of the towirH^h^iACtfristiai «f ito iahaMnti. 

I SHALL not attempt any minute descriptian o£ 
New York. The lo9al situation of the town^ tUs^ 
number of churqbes it contains, a li$t <^. tb^ 
principal streets, and other information of 1;^ 
same sort, would be uninteresting to most t^^ 
ers. I shall therefore spwk oply of wk^i foifh 
cems the inhabitants of the city* 
7he first thing that strikes a stranger, on en- 
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ttring New y<Mrk> U the i^pearttnoe <if the peo- 
ple who fill the streets, and the number of Uaoki 
that are te) be «een every where The labouring 
clusses look coiiifi»rtiible and independent ; and 
4ire8S «o well, that one would suppose them to be 
i^peetaUe tradesmen, rather than people who 
hire themselyes by the day. One rarely meets 
with beggars or distressed objects ; nor does he 
s^e any loungers, the gentedest persona having 
119 aif of haste and business about them* Many 
of the blacks carry walking<*can», and parade the 
stvfets arm in arm, bowing most affectedly to 
the regresses, who are often dressed in a style so 
costly^ that it is difficult to conceive how they 
qm procure such finery. 

Broadway is the principal street in the city. It 
\$ nearly two miles long and very irregular; but 
contains many excellent houses, whidi are ocou- 
pded by peraons of wealth and faiEdiioii. Shops of 
almost ev^ kind line Broadway, and display 
all tihat ean please the eye or attract the attention ; 
but within narrow compass, for most of the 
'Vifavehouses are smalL There are likewise many 
Uttie recesses on eaeh side of the street, where 
soda^ water, aerated mead, &c. are retailed in 
gkmlUki ; and th^ tasteful decorations of these 
plaees, the inviting finiits and sweetmeats which 
they inhibit, and the prettiness of the woolen 
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who attend, Mldom fidl to induce passengers to 



Broadway is the fashionable promenade dur- 
ing summer ; and at sunset vast crowds of people 
frequent it, who ccmtinue to walk long aftar dark. 
Here, one may form an estimate of the beauty 
and personal graces of the people of New Yc»rk. 
The ladies do not show a great deal of either, be- 
ing generally without bloom, daric-compleximied, 
and irregular in their features; but many of 
them have expressive black eyes, and figures 
which would be called fine, if their motions and 
attitudes were less stiff and ungracefiil. They 
dress very much in the Frendi styl^ but 
display more extravagance than taste in their 
toilette arrangemaits : I am told they also 
imitate that nation in the frequent use of 
rouge, which, comlnned with the destructive ef- 
fects of a climate very much in extremes, suffi- 
ciently accounts for the premature appeanuice of 
age, which overtakes them before an English- 
woman has come to her prime. The men have 
personal defects similar to those of the womai ; 
and are moreova* too spare in habit, and too 
large-boned, to be elegimt. However, they 
dress well, avoiding the extreme of foppishness, 
and at the same time not neglecting fiishi<Hi. 
None of the American young men have that as- 
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pect of idiotic Cupidity which is frcqu^t among 
the exquisites of Britain ; and though the Ame- 
ricans are far inferior in elegance of manner, they 
surpass them in good sense and energy of mind. 
The principal hotels are situated in Broadway ; 
and, as they differ entirely from British hotels, it 
i& worth while to say something about them. 
The City Hotel is the best and most fashionable 
{dace of resort for travellers. It is a large brick 
building, four storeys high, containing a splendid 
dining saloon, and a magnificent drawing-room, 
each 85 feet in length, a billiard-room, several 
suites of apartments for private families, and 
more thari 100 bedchambers. Upwards of 80 
people breakfast and dine there every day, at the 
puUic table, during the summer months ; and the 
dbarge fc^r board and lodging is ten dollars a- 
week, for which four meals a-day are furnished 
in the best possible style. At the City Hotd, a 
traveller neither has it in his power to dine alcme, 
Xkot to have private apartments, but must take 
his seat at the ordinary, at the established hours. 
Travelling parties, consisting of ladies and gen- 
tlemen, caimot even obtain separate sitting apart- 
ments, but must either remain in the bedcham- 
bers, or mingle together in a drawing-room al- 
lotted for their reception. They are all expected 
to dilie at the same table and at the same hour ; 
or, if any party chooses to deviate from this 
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9» the ohaige is more than douMe what it 
would otherwise be. WasMngtonJial], Frank-- 
lin-houfie, Mechanics'-hall, Wall-street-house, and 
nearly all the other paUic establishments for tra* 
Vi^rs, are oonducted m this style ; whidi is evi* 
dently but little adapted to the taste of Europeans, 
who generally choose privacy when they reside at 
a hotel The Americans, however, are not so 
ftstidious ; and many o£ them would be at a loss 
to conceive why a man should wish to take his 
meals alone, when he might command a great- 
er variety of dishes by sitting down among the 
multituda 

The persons who encdrde these table d^Aotes 
are, for the most part, genteel in their appem%- 
ance, and pdite in their manners. Many of 
them are permanent residenters in New York, 
aiid merely board at a hotel for convenience. 
The conversation never becomes general ; as no 
one addresses those who sit round him, unless 
he has been particularly introduced to them. 
When any p^son wants part of a dish, he sends 
the waiter for the whole of it, as no on^ troubles 
himself with carving f<H* another. Every thing 
that is drunk is charged eoetra to the individual 
that call^ for it ; but most of the guests take 
nothiqg but water, and the moment they have 
dined, they start up, and hurry away. The Ame- 
ricans are not at all ad^cted to the pleasures of 
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the taUe^ biing no judges of good oookeiy ^ $sA 
dimiig usuaUy at tiro or thread in the aftertioon« 
Men of bumness hasten to tfaesi: couiitiiig^hoiu^i 
or cffioes imm^diatdy bfter dinner^ leaving 
good wine and <ioiivivial friends without tkai 
least regret Should die^ feel indined to drinl? 
a littte in tti^ ooiu*se of the eveniqg,» tfaef enga^ 
a few acquaintanees^ and cany thetn to tl^ir 
homes or boaiding-houses ; where^ having called 
f<Mp some wine, the whole party drinkit off as fast 
aapossiUe, without either sitting dawn or taking 
off their hats. This is called a fiymg gloM^ 
Ho wever, people of wealth and fashion live muefa 
in the same way as respectable merchants in 
£ngland, and have fewer standing toasts than 
their inferiors. 

The number of private boarding-houses in 
tfew York is very great. Pew young men have 
a house and domestic establishment of their own, 
lintil they are married, and some not even then* 
The people vrho keep these boarding-houses are 
usually vridow ladies, who have been left in dea^ 
titute drcumstanees ; but most of them &te quite 
sUpericNT in manners and re^ectability, to the 
teme dass of petsons in Britain. They do not 
recdve any one into their houses^ unleto he is re^ 
eommended by a mutual acquaintance. He is 
then treated as a friend, and enjoys an easy in^ 
tercdUrsd with the daughteifi9i sister^ Or oth«r 
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membm^ of the family, if he feds iivdindd; mid 
is allowed to walk out with tiiem, or escoit 
them to public places. A youilg man will soo^ 
times find a boarding-house rather dai^erous, if 
there^ are agreeable females ia it Many widows 
prcicure hiisbands for thdr linportioned daugh- 
ters/ by keeping oi^ ; though I do not ttiean to 
say^ that they ever have this object in, view 
when they receive lodg^ss. The New York 
boardingohouises are not agreeable in g^aeral; 
for the sodal intercourse that takes {^ce ia 
them creates a restraint which would not ^dst, 
were there no communication at all between the 
parties* 

The fourth of July, which the Americans ce^^ 
lebrate as the anniversary of their national inde« 
pendence, occurred immediately after my arrival 
in New York. All the shops were shut through^ 
out the town, and Broadway was so crowded with 
people, that it was hardly possible to pass along^ 
Military and naval officei^ tradesmen, conv- 
moa labourers, women, childr^, free Uacks^ 
slaves, and negresses, composed the motley as« 
semblage, who were aU dressed in their best ap* 
parel, and seemed equally to participate in the 
exhilarating influence of the happy day. Bands 
of music paraded the streets, the ''star-spangled 
banner" waved every where, and discharges of 
musketry resounded at intervals. Two rows o£ 
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tents and bootibs, each about a q[uarWr of a mile 
m l^gtfa, occupied the sides of Broadway. — 
They were chiefly kept by black women, and 
ecHitamed tables, upon whidi rdast pigs, roast 
tmrkeys, fowls, ham, pies, tarts, fruit, sweetmeats, 
and cakes, were placed in an inviting manner; 
while cludrs and bc^hes stdod vacant, ready for 
the accommodatioti of pa^engers. It was amus- 
ing to observe the blacks handing the negresses 
to these tables, and asking, with a profound bow, 
what they would choose to be helped to. The 
day was intensely hot, yet I saw several of these 
dark brunettes devouring platefuls of roast pig, 
ham, and cabbage, and drinking rum and water 
out of tin jugs of formidable dimensions. Many 
tradesmen, women, and children likewise, enjoy- 
ed a good ^nner at these refectories, and paid 
but a trifle for it. The bawling of the black 
women, their incessant invitations to the passen- 
gers, the datteiing of knives and plates, the un- 
couth dialect of the negro men, the laughter 
of the bye-standers, the gaudy dresses of the 
boothJceepers, and the extraordinary groups 
that filled the streets, composed a spectacle very 
grotesque and amusing. At twelve o'clock the 
military paraded in the Grand Square in Broad- 
way, mid fired a^w dejoie. The different pub- 
lic societies, who had previously assembled in 
the City Hall, then walked in procession to their 
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observed i^ oeleteated Tiuilii)ia«ie% '' a moUcjr 
q:€w," with bfick^taik in tbeir kalUi aitd looking 
M if the J thought mow aC tisie go&d diamr tibafc 
awaited tbem^ thaa of pcditioi 6r ikataonal iAi» 
pendence. 

It is not possible for ac^ fdrtiTid to diffctoe 
more general satisfaeticm^ tha» this tsomfetsmif 
of independence a|>peared t0 doitmoiig the Anmi 
ricans ^ — a gloomy or disot^^tfented titemtefittio^ 
was not to be seen* Notwitbst^ding tlm tBi» 
ed multitude that were waddmog in idleneito 
through the city during the wh^ day^ bo ti^tdn 
disorder took place ; and when night wfta a Uida 
advanced^ all parties voluntarily and quietly dia« 
persed. 

The tumultuousness of miobii in fhci atreets bk 
indeed, rare among the Amerieant^ They are not 
so easily led astray as the lower classes ill Britffiii; 
being better informed^ liod more cool and 
deliberative in their mental ^itetitntidn. Tbey 
would not &el any satisfaction in breaking the 
windowa of the Presideiit's houses ot mtalting 
him personaUyi however muib be bad offended 
them« 

It was, as already observed, the middQie of dttmk 
mer when I arrived in New York ; and at ttiaft 
time the wealthiest people are out of town.^^M . 
Most of the places of fttlii/c amutenu^nt wefifa^ 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



t3f dcurse^riottd; Thirt6<i0iitislof a theatve^ it 
JOKVOf Va^ndildl Gfodect^ a mu^^OH wherecai>- 
^eortstske ^iaoa^ iSIm Pavilion, an academy of fine 
in*t8, dancing «88eoibIles» and aev^ go^lmes of 
*|iiaintii]^. 

Tfaeir regular theatre was burnt down in the 
^apig of 1890» and that whiieb I visited was 
ifciar^ly a ftemponsry one. The actras were m 
better thtnthiid orfourth rate, and the seenery 
^d'decoMtioiis soomsqponded in nieannes3> but 
were, T wns tbld, very muich inferior to those 
^mk the fire had ^troyed. The ladies and 
gentlemen/wbooceu^ied the boxes, did not ap- 
pesHP in fail 4b^; and the kiter generally sat 
with their hats on. Though the play w^s pa- 
thetic and afi^ting, I could not discover the 
le&st sfmptom dP feding in ai^ of the faces 
wound me; and this obsarvation hso^numized 
with the idea I had previously formed, of the 
total iibamsibilily of the AmerietOfi people to all 
the finer ioiiroes of esmbtioii. 

I had nooppdHikimty lof attending the circus ; 
iieith^ waa the pavilion open. It is a building 
£i[^ropriated to concerts of military music. Vauxr 
hail Gardens ore a most contemptiUe and ludi- 
crous imitation of those in Tendon. The music 
k detestable, and tlie illuminations are only fit tp 
decorate the exterior of a pu|^pet*shew. 

The Ameikan museum, so caUed, is the pro^ 

X 
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peity of a private »divUUiaL; butoeeapie^a hrge 
bailding that was erected by the ^ate kgishtoie^ 
as a ni^onal depository for antiqiutieSy rarities^ 
and curiosities; but the Ameiioan sgavans, k 
would appear, could find nothing to put in it^ 
and it was acec^rdingly let to a mrtuoao, named 
Scudder, who, among a great qiwitity of trash, 
has collected some exqinate specimens cf bkda 
and amphibia, and a few valuable miii^rals. The 
walls of one apartment are covered willi a saJM 
of paintings, which represent American naval 
achievements, and are executed in a style which 
makes me suppose that the artist received no 
remuneration, except a per centage aa the prioe 
of the colours he expa[ided in the work. The 
museum also contains a wax exhibition, in whic^ 
the solemn scriptural event of liie witdi of Endor 
raising the ghost of Samuel, is represented as 
large as life. She is seated in an elbow-diair, 
and dressed like an old £^lish houseke^er. 
Saul's apparel consists of a laced coat; a vest witii 
large flaps, tight breedies and buckle^ and silk 
stockings, while the unfortunate ghost is shroud- 
ed in cotton, and wears one of Richardson's patent 
elastic nightcaps. The museum is s^so enriched 
with that astonishing piece of musical mechanism 
called the ApoUino. Concerts are performed 
upon this instrument, and a few otliers, almost 
every evening ; and are frequented by the milli- 
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ners, merchants' derks^ goveraessesi and old maids 
of 'New York. - > 

The gallery of the academy of fine arts is for 
the reception of Hxe productions of native paint- 
ers only; and, of course, presents nothing voy 
interesting. The works of American artists are, 
in general, insipid, and monotonous in design and 
colounng. However, Messrs Waldo and Jewitt 
succeed tolerably well in portraits ; and some 
person, whose name I do not recollect, shows a 
good deal of genius in landscape. 

The native painter most highly esteemed 
among them at present is Colonel Trumbull. 
Government has engaged that gentleman to 
execute a series of national pictures for the de*- 
coration of the Hall of Congress, for every one 
of which he is to receive the sum of 4000 dol- 
lars. Last summer he had finished two, the 
suljects of which are, the declaration of inde- 
pendence, and the surrender of Lord Comwallis. 
The last I saw while in New York ; but was 
greatly disappointed in finding its merits much 
inferior to what I had anticipated. Cdonel 
Trumbull is the most lady-like painter in the 
world ; his colours appear to be laid on with the 
utmost timidity; he shows as much aversion 
to strong shadows as the Chinese do ; and his 
faces have an expression of red-cheeked stupidity 
about them, which denotes a corresponding want 
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l^?yp»l»,^ r^nd^re ^nf «aurefid,9bQu;t thdr c^r^af 
^fi^ ^iiegfffstqifio^ le^ tb^ ^M>t# be .refused ad> 
quw|3iQU; ^i^naoi. ^ tfa^s de^^p^ifn^. will Ui^ 
t^lr/^jKes to Clm^t^ Gcfat^ea^ .pe^awtiwio^, 4 

•wfi^ #r»d ^;#it t|i^ to t^ip ji^ imp^, ^ 

the place affinds, without finding t^jsms^^vef 
m»^ opt ^jppck^ at tbje e#, 9? *hfi; sealjpn. 
An ctftf^bli^bm^tof Uus;^ii}d \i^al4 i^ot .^1^4^ 
ig^msf. ^ tiihe l«5ge t»wn* iftj^n^iftt t|l?e l^bofiiv 
iflK »Wplft !*«» b^, t^^pOftFjo sjqpport ij^ 
m^ t«i^^ri((t(w4y ilM^ipedtQi8|ij>«sg*^to,^he neces, 

5 :^:QV«irffi I >»«* ^Maet ^^w^nJtfJU.an elegant 
wimm^r. afflwertent, «»Hed ^h» 'iSteam-boat 99* 
HXlim pftif^k'' Ott9 of tb? .«]pall ^Iteign-boat?, 
tiWfe^ up«B tl»e Ba«k.ip4weft.i*oeGa«pnaUy €^1^ 
gag¥4 % 4e^ €Wi9figk .19 .W*)^ an exQursion 
v»an4 -therlslap4» jsq^p^pite Jfew York. A|»y 

gfVPlfl^ pfpr^Qn.gettiqQ bfiVifor half: a dplljar. 
A*r*bf i»ppt»ltt«d boitf .tbe yejjsel leayie? the pi^, 
«iit.il^i»ni|lfi»y.ftrfi- entertained with a \o^ 
a»^mi>imms^ Wlw^rt. tiU »H)set> The. decks 
ilQ.tikken (jieiife^^ ^Meingi and fw.^. military 
JapKU C<<^Ui<H|s, quaijnUei^ and waltzes, are 
dsnoldxiOi tfee.cooi laqpn^gbt, an4 <?o^tinue tall 
SfifbafA tw in tN «i?QPW& when, the people are 
lM}d$da6:tb^{4a(iewb«aertheyeIQb«rkedr. Th^ 
J^l^m t»w^ lit tuppoKd» aiefteqpjtented chief- 
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\y by young ppncfM. Tlicy are eoBvement tor 
knrers wbo cannot meet bat by making aasigBs* 
tions ; for the Americans, nct wM t st anJftBg iheSt 
mental apathy, do not hesitate- to admowledge 
Ae conjoined influence of nnisie and prcMy vn>- 
tnen, when heaid and'aeen in Ae atHtaess of 
moonfigfat; 

<^ the festival of the feurth of Jidy, I had an 
opportunity of seeing n conrideraMe number of 
the American regular troops. Thefe ap peara n ee 
was far from being either rery watfik^ wefi-^is- 
d^ined, orrespectaUe; and they^ went tlmNigk 
their manoeuvres with an awkwardness that was 
rather surprising, when one cmsidefed the service 
they had already seen. In fact, the comniiMiMMd 
officers of the Amcncan amy dSKer v&y mmh 
ihnn the same dasa of people in most countries 
being chiefly medianics, tnidesm:en,aad parson €3€ 
no education or statioif in sod^ty. Hie miHtary 
are held in little estimation by the public; henee 
it is evident, that a body of individuals vMBt 
be respected, before it can become respectalbfe. 
During the Canadian war, the betto- pert of the 
nation evinced a great unwillu^gness to ii^t in 
the service; and govetiment, in order to aug- 
ment the land forces, was obliged- to take aH 
who ofierefd th&ms^lves, and grant- coiAmisnons 
to many whose characters afnd rank in' life did 
not entitle them to swh a distinction ; beridtea, 
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the repubfiean ideas of tlie .Aiuericans respecth^ 
the equality of persons and employments, like^* 
wise rendered them, in some measure, ind^eqent^ 
aixmt the pretensions of those whom, they f^oed 
on the staff. A gentleman in Upper Canada told^ 
me an ineidafit whidi iQusfarates this last obmra- 
tion. In the course of the war, he and his party- 
surprised a small detachment of tlie enemy's 
force, and captured them. Tha-e were several 
otR&ers among them, one of whom, a major, re» 
quested im interview with my informant, and 
stated, that, being now a prisoner,, be hoped he 
would be treated with respect, for he kept one 
of the largest taverns in Connecticut ! — But the 
military college, that 'has recently been establish- 
ed at West Pdnt, will be the means of rmder* 
ing the American army as respectable as any in 
the world. A young man cannot get admissicxi 
into that seminary, without much interest and an 
unimpeachable character ; and there he has an op- 
portunity of acquiring every species of know- 
ledge that is suited for the profession of a soldier. 
The number of pupils recdved at this establish- 
ment is limited, lest a military spirit should be 
too extensively diffused among the people. 

The navy is the national establishment which 
the Americans foster with the greatest care, and 
view With most a£fecticm ; and they may well do 
so, for they have received infinite benefits from its 
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cipUtiQ end perfection wbkb their ncMuitiiiie fi)tca 
at fmeeot diAid/»y8« The yoiiqg naval 0flb»E» 
aw meat reipectaUe^ and g^>tl «ii a nlike ien tt^, 
dtportnoient and qpfieamioe; and would pqt to 
shame our eMtesu^tihle little midBh ffl powv votfMtjf 
of whom are hardly aUe f^ cany the Uftle togr , 
mrofds thrt ar€[ tied rotiod their wakt^ Nqoiie 
m allowed toentev thenaviils^rviQei^ the United 
Stately until he haa attaiqed the age c^^i^^tf^; 
ih able to give proofs of an unqsiptted duuaot^,. 
andahewi a {Hfofioiency in all thc^ most iin|iQrt- 
ant brandieff of eduction. Eyeiy contrnwidiy <rf 
a vessel is bound to mal^e annual rqpwte to go- 
vcflmment, eoncemipg the conduct of the ot^oem 
on board his diip; aod slKHild. 1^ note any oqe 
an guilty of great imqaorality, unwanaataUe dk^ 
8ipation» or mean behai^our^ — the culprit is een* 
sured» or difinissed the 9erv\oe^ aoocnrding ta the 
magnitude of his o£Sbnoe^ It is evidait thatt24s 
plan is well cakuiated to render the navy fit tos 
real gaitlemen, and to prevent it from become 
ing a place of r^uge for every podigal, Uoek- 
head, or vi^bmd who ehooses to enter its 
lists. . 

Th^e are a coosid^riible number o£ hedkaeHern 
in New York^ most of whom are also publi&^r 
era ; but the wc^ks.tl^y i^ssme are printed iq an in- 
ferior style, and often abound with typo^(|l^if»4 
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efrOfi. Mr ^Boatbum is tlw d»0f bookseller in 
the oify ; mA he alfp k«eq^ m establishment 
oilkd the Z'tteror^ Moom, wher^ newtpap^rs 
lynd peiiodkid pubUoMMAs, Americaii and ^- 
tiib^ «i»d Ik tolenbljr good libKaiy, we oonMm% 
fit the command of subscribers, who do not, h^w- 
c«p^^ Appear to flaiqumt tbs pluce modit except 
tapeniie tiie dulty janrmliSa The iidialntoqts of 
Kmt YmJc are too dei^y engaged in o^mmeroe 
to fend ma^ s but there » evidently some de^ 
maud tat hoolks^ the most popular produetiqiis 
thfl^ isioe irom the English pm» being usually 
vepubliahsd in thit dty, or in PhikddpMia.v The 
works i&f Seotti Byion, the Ettnek SfaeiJievd» 
and Anactoon Moore^ tiie Tales of my landlord 
MrsOpie>iNDwls» and booksof a similar deoerip* 
tion, meefe wilii a ready aile; but Coleridge mid 
Wordsm>rth, and the other poets of the X^eke 
flchoel, are unknown. 

The Edinbtti^h Review is re-printed at Bo&- 
teo, and l»s stUl ain extensive dnmlatkm. Tlie 
Quarterly is niuch read; but 1^ Americans ccHUr 
plain, that they aie treated in it with too gteat 
aevmtf. This, however, is only their own opi- 
nioD» whidi must be imputed to.national feeling. 
Blaekwood^s ]E^dinbnrgh Magasine is in great re- 
pute in the United States, though I suspect its 
readers there do not underrtand many of the al- 
lusions contained in its yag^ 
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New York contains a great many circulating 
libraries; and the terms upon which boc^ tfe 
lait seem characteristic of those who borrow 
them, the person who takes out a Ycdume bdi^ 
obliged to pay for a wedc's u$e <^ it^ though he 
may choose to read ike whole in three hours. 
This cust(»n is easily explanied^ by referring to 
the slowness with which mo^ Americans peruse 
any work. A merchant will come home &om 
his counting-house at nine in the evening, and 
take up the last novd or poem, and, after read- 
ing a few pages, he will begin to yawn, then 
complain c^ a headache, smoke a segar, drink 
some brandy and water, ai^d go to bed* It 
would not do fat a person who reads in this 
manner to borrow books by the night. 

The New York press teems with several perio^ 
dical works ; but ikey are imworthy of critidsm, 
bdng chiefly filled with extracts from English 
magazines and reviews ; and the native effusions 
whidi they occasicmally contain are such as would 
not do credit to any country. The American 
press, however, sends forth many novels, knqst of 
wfaidi seem remarkable for poverty of inddent, 
feebleness of conception, and a want of know- 
ledge of the world ; and their poetry has no 
more resemblance to real poetry, than toast and 
water has to Madeira wine. 

Th^ want of literary talent among the Ameri- 
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eans is not disgraceful to them, when it is consider- 
ed how much else they have had to do. Some of 
the nations of Europe haive less literature liian 
the United States ; and even not much more than 
half a century has elapsed, since the Scotch had 
any pretensions to the name of an intellectual 
people. Many persotis cmioeive that th^ inhabi- 
tants of ^he United Sterfies,^ hemg originally ^frdtti 
RritiEiin, i^hould retain a portion of the literaty spi* 
rit which distinguishes that country ; but whei» 
one considers who the emigrants were, it seems 
very. doubtful whether they carried any thing 
across the Atlsmtie, except their own persons. 

It is evident, ftx)ih the general character of the 
Americans, that thesoci^ in New York cannot 
be ofa very refined or elegant description. As yet 
there appears to be but little feeling of at^oCTacy 
ftmong the rich ; for people in moderate circum- 
stances associate fi*eely and indiserimiiiiately with 
(he most affluent, provided they are^f respecta- 
ble family and profession. I beli^ there is at 
present as much equality^tt^ife found in Ame- 
rica as can exist in eivi^d^' society. 

I conceive New ^^Sjffit to be an agreeable place 
of residence, particiilariy to individuals of narrow 
fortunes, every thing there being cheap, except 
house rent, which was dedining fast when I left 
the city. Some persons might not, perhaps, 
meet with the kind of society they valued most; 
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b^l^freen lHew York fi^^cdl the rest of the wo|^ 
iffj3i4f^ ^anrespoii^lfnWk l^biettier tit^rpryi pfttti^ 
oi^:e^fi>^ ^pmiPQrdfl, t0 ^wy apd fta* 

: J*^ n<wgive»*eteh of Php^^ I 

bo^ ,i»l>e4. tfe? QUve^biwph, which plk? ^poB 
lihflrBa^tRiv^, Tll^s(mieif(rhMid^4a3M1Jti6€% 
iW.;W€! i?ec?ed^ fi^pw th^ (Atyi.yf^. «quwtd(f 
b^ffoiitifql Th^hQaae$«fihe town grndmily. her 
can^ iDdiBtwguislmUe fr<»xi e^cl^ <|tfeer;.a9d,f( 
1^ appeared ^ 4 black diKtd^ jKym wtoeh many 
spwe? »hot iptp the cje«f blue ^^^((iflqpher^ tkbpf^; 
while the ttuttiilt upcm t^ fSmfh tJie dadmg 
of the offfs HI diQ biMrboiir^ and lim bi^le. pf:^<* 
mooring veseeb^ dowly died awf^ ; ai^ w^^om 
saw nothing bat a cxmfused foctst iff iQi8t9i,awi 
thousands of pennants floating k» ^ hv^^M^ 
The north battery, surrouoded vfitk jtl^^m afid 
verdure/contimied longest in sighti and dftrim^ 
the eyes, until the l«oad ^w^mm of lihe^.JEkilt 
Biw, boi^red with luxiHwot «hMnpii^haQ^^ 
mad^a the ^iteota^ twnsfer his attws^^: %i|ii 
pl]gects<^4ai;tothe bewtleaff na|>«^^ , : 

Theie we9e crow^l^ c€ passen0W,oiE»ib9sedl 
«[id among t^iom. sttvcml youi^ Mies, who^ «» 
q^pear^ ftwn their ^^otitYanatiod, lMiAnfl?er km^ 
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ed the ^cendry in paafislonirte tmm of ^h^htN- 
tHe nest mdtn^fit wotidefed how Ae^ lAedriver 

ttked the^ e^pttfo pf ^steaiQ itfw mfadec^om malB 
or water---K;Fiticii96d 101 m^ ^'^enthiiaiaitob that 
had iippe«r«d in the lia^^' literary Cabinet, 
andfini^^ ^i\h e^ekiimiag, ^^JOh^iftfaeiboUm 
diould biit^t!" -. 

Th« bftnks df the Ea»t Rirer pnienta^ thf 
ftiest ispedmen of <iultmted Afi^srieati-seebmy I 
had hitiiertp behdd. They wie dAtAfbrn, h$A 
being diversified with Mttte emil^nee^ and xxi- 
^lered witb viilas and pi^etty fairiln-heatt^s^ their 
aspect is destitisrte ^ tiniformtty/ Tbeya^EbidA 
^laoe 6f siiniinctt^ ifetirement to thb.iidis^anl^i of 
New Yorick Ttie direr abdmnds with &h, and is 
well suited for pleasure ssoltiig ; while the imf^ 
h&oiing country contains a good deal 4^ gaiaie; 
and lies under the influ^ce of a dimate Whieb» 
during summer and antvinn^ is as fine as can :b^ 
^^ired. 

In abotit Hireie hou^ w<e rcsdhod tl^e v^lagelof 
Al^bo^f, which k thirty miks from New York; 
iMd abandoiied the ^siema^hfAt th^^ that im 
ttliight proceed orer knd to the Ddbwiure /river. 
^^UtA st£^-c6«ches were in waiting to nicei'f e 
iis, and we were driven oo, at the rate of seven 
ttai^ m hMi'^ thfc^gh tte most beaatiibl wimA 
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Muntiy I had ]F€i tin m Hit Uaitod Statoc 
We ivwe now in PamsylvMua; and I oould al* 
DMMt fioicy I WW the oelebratod and virtuouf 
Penn kxddng clown from heaven, with com[^ 
eeney, upcm the happy ccmfiequenoeB that had te* 
suited fiom his cdoniging exertions. . 

In the course of the afternoon, we passed the 
small towns of Kingston, Queensfa»i, and Prince*. 
ton, the latter of which contains a thedlogical 
coll^^e^ where young men are educated f(»r the 
churdL-— There is scarcely any pulpit eloquence 
in America ; for the character of the people is un<> 
finrouraUe to its existence. i 

We passed the night at the town of Trento^ 
and embarked in another statm^boat next mean- 
ing. She went at the rate of ten knots an hour, 
and we readied Philadelphia eaily in the fore- 
mxm. This town luts at first si^t a v^ im- 
pofling appearance, as it stretdies, in magnificent 
extent, along the side of the Delaware, and cUs- 
^ays an uiibrdcen aggr^ate of buildings, whieb 
are remarkable for their neatness and regularity. 
Ships o{ every description lie at andior in the 
river, and give the dty a o^nmerdal and busy 
aspect ' At the time of our apf^oach, tiie sc^ie 
was very animated. Seven steam-boats lay in 
tbe harboiir, some of which imSi just a|Tiv6(d, 
while tubers were pupating to depa]:t. The 
hwii^g pf the steam as it issued fi:9fn the vatv^ 
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of the mg^aeB^ the tdfisg of tbe JMhi to ^ten 
fasmngjirs on hcmtd, H^ biuitle they made upoa 
the wbai&, and the thand^ang (^>the ahipr 
builders* hammers, att occupied and oonfus^ the 
ew ; while the pasmig and repa^sifig of isny- 
boats, the public baths floating on the liw&t, a»d 
vessels bearing up under full sail^ equally attract- 
ed the eyes of the spectat<»*. 

No two dties, wkhin a hundred miles of eac^ 
other, caa differ more than New York and 
Philadelphia. The latter has far less appeanmce 
c^ bustle in it than the former; and the peo- 
ple one sees in its streets are even more sedate 
and respectable in their looks, than the same dass 
of persons in New York. Philadelphia contains 
no street that equals Broadway in splendour and 
variety ; but it possesses some superior in regu- 
larity and elegance. Chesnut Street, which is 
the finest and most fashionable part of the city, 
comprehends many divisions that will bear a com- 
pariscm with the best parts of the New Town of 
Edinburgh, and the interior of the houses is 
proportionably tasteful and commodious. The 
High Street is the great place of business ; and in 
it is a market, which, I suppose, for the quantity 
and variety of articles it affords, is not exceeded 
by any in the world : bemg about half a mite lon^ 
and, containing divisions for butdier mei^ poul- 
try^ fish; yegekahleSf firuit, and coimtry produce. 
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«»} s5 pUiiii:in their arddltectiwe, that tksf $eem 
^4tied 4x> QualDmsm, and atttaot little attention 
from stratigers. I wbb shown the house whidh 
^ nation buOt for ^mr jiiostrioas Washkigtotiy 
In whiel^ he declined refidiiig, ias il iv^s too^^den* 
did for him. 

In the evening I st^ottei to Chesnut Street, 
which, in Philadelphia, is t&e plaoe a£ fiuddcmable 
'promenade ddring die >9[ummer. As I passed 
through tihe adjoining part of iihe tomv leinii^ 
wh^re saw the Quakers; sufrounded by thdr 
families, sitting out of doots, and enjoying t^ 
cod breeze. The old men, with tbeir broad- 
bnmmed hats and large i^rts, and their. wives 
stressed in plain bonnets, handkerditefs, and white 
muslin gowns, had mich an asptet of jconjhgal 
fi£fection and domestic comfort^ thiat I surveyed 
tiiem with the deepest pleasto^ abd tould not 
help fdiecting upon the consisteiiey of character 
Whidi this sect have at al} timies pires^ved. 

Wfa^ I reached Chesnut Street,. I fixmd it 
€Vowdedwith pec^lbi The PhiUidelphia h^e^ 
art prettier and more ^^^nteel thah those of New 
York; {tbcmgh the Quaker garb, which many of 
them araume, ik unfavourable fm tiie displ^ .of 
4lieir attaactions. Msmy of them . hanre beai]^iiul 
complexions, and walk very graoefiiUy^ The, 
young 9ien are allogether iafi^nolr to the Neew 
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Ybrk dandies, both in tlieir persons and style of 
dfess. 

Next morning I went to see the celebrated 
picture of Christ healing in the temple^ which 
Mr West painted, and sent as a donation to the 
Pennsylvania hospital. It is impossible to sur- 
vey this magnificent performance without a feel- 
ing erf awe, which the mere recollection of its 
beauties and expression never fidls to revive. 
It is kept fin: public exhibition, in a small 
building erected expressly for the purpose, ac- 
cording to a plaii given by Mr W^ who seems 
to have been fully aware of the value of his ffft, 
for whidi he several times refused 7000 guineas. 
He gave instructicHis that no other picture should 
be hung in the apartment, and that no visitor 
dnmld be allowed to take a sketch of his paint- 
ing. Some time ago, the directors of the hoi^i- 
tal engaged a Philadelphian artist to make a draw- 
ing of the picture, that they might be able to 
publish a print, and promised him 400 dollars 
for his trouble; but, after toiling three weeks, he 
found that his work was not half coinpleted, and 
he accordingly abandoned the design,and lost both 
his labour and the expected remuneration. The 
painting contains fifly-four heads, twenty-one of 
which have full-length and half-laigth figures 
attached to them ; and the variety of expression, 
and intricacy of grouping, in the representaticm 
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of 80 many persons, sufficiently account fiir the 
difficulty which the American artist experi^iced 
in endeavouring to sketdi them. The exhibition 
of Wesf s painting jrielded 8000 dollars the first 
year, and 5000 the second ; and it is supposed^ 
that it will hereafter affi>rd to the hospital an 
annual revenue of £500 sta-ling. 

In the course of the day I visited the alms* 
house and hospital of Philadelphia, in company 
widi one of the directors of these institutions. 
-—The former is an establishment tor desti- 
tute poor, and contains a considerable number 
of infirm old women ; as also many foundlings 
and orphans, for whom there is a nursery. The 
building has every ccmvenienoe attached to it, 
and its inmates appear to live well and to be 
contented. The hospital is an elegant edifice, and 
has a beautiful court-yard in fix)nt, where lemon 
and orange trees, and the finest plants, grow in 
tasteful profusion. In the middle of it is a statue 
of William Penn, which I could not pass without 
v^ieration. The hospital is capable of contain- 
ing 900 patients, besides lunatics ; all of whom 
pay three dollars and a half per week when thdr 
circumstances admit of it ; for which sum they 
receive every comfort that could be obtained in 
a private house. Poor and destitute pe(^le are 
admitted gratis, and most liberally treated. The 
hospital has a delightful garden attached to it. 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



339 

besides a place of recreation for those who labour 
under mental derangement ; and twenty cows, 
three horses, and a couple of gigs, for the use of 
valetudinaries. 

A splendid view of Philadelphia may be seen 
from the top of the almshouse, which is much 
elevated above the surrounding buildings. The 
regularity of the city (in which there is only one 
spire), is there particularly visible to the ob- 
server ; aU the streets l3dng at right angles with 
each other, though the town is nearly circular 
in its general form. The plan according to which 
the streets of Philadelphia are laid out and nam- 
ed is such, that a total stranger may enter the 
dty, and easily find the individual house want- 
ed, without asking directions or information firom 
any one, if he has merely a card containing the 
address of the person he is in search of Phi- 
ladelphia is justly celeln'ated for the quietness, 
piety, and morality of its inhabitants. The 
higher classes are better informed and more re- 
fined in their manners than those of New York, 
and entertain fewer national prejudices. The 
lower ranks appear to have a remarkable respect 
for religion and propriety of conduct ; and 1 be- 
lieve that crimes and violations of the law are 
more rare in Philadelphia than in any other city 
of equal population in the world. 

THE END. 
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